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To our readers:

Stars and Stripes will
not be printed on Dec. 26.
Look for the next
edition on Dec. 27. Santa passes out candy canes at the New Sanno Hotel in Tokyo on Thursday. New Sanno employees and Camp Fuji
servicemembers hosted 60 children from St. Joseph Orphanage for lunch and a visit from Santa, who handed out gifts.
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Nation

Martha Stewart message: Mar-
tha Stewart, in a Christmas message

posted on her personal Web site,

called for sentencing reform and took

a swipe at the “bad food” in prison.

Stewart, who is roughly halfway through

a five-month sentence for lying about a
stock sale, urged fans to think about the
women she has met in prison who are “de-
¥0§§ of care, devoid of love, devoid of fami-

She suggested Americans should push for
reforms in federal sentencing guidelines for
nonviolent first-time offenders and particu-
larly for drug offenders, who she said would
be better served by rehabilitation than pris-
on.

Eric Rudolph case: A judge has ordered
the government to show serial bombing sus-
pect Eric Rudolph’s defense any bomb repli-
cas or sketches that it plane to use in his fed-
eral death penalty tri

U.S. Magistrate Judge T. Michael Putnam,
ruling on a series of defense motions Tues-
day, said the government would not have to
produce any bomb replicas or mock-ups that
were put together in the investigation and
were not “final” versions.

Rudolph’s federal death penalty trial in the
bombing is scheduled next year. He also is
charged in the 1996 Atlanta Olympics bomb-
ing that killed a woman and two other blasts
in Atlanta in 1997.

Severed arms report: A mother charged
with killing her 10-month-old daughter by
cutting off her arms tried to commit suicide
the day after giving birth at home, according
to a newspaper report citing medical
records.

The Dallas Morning News reported in
Thursday editions that medical records it ob-
tained showed Dena Schlosser, 35, cut her
wrist Jan. 10 and was treated at an emergen-
cy room.

Doctors at three hospitals determined that
she was psychotic or suffering from psycho-
sis in addition to postpartum depression, the
records showed.

Blake trial testimony: Robert Blake
laughed and smiled as he dined with his wife
the night she was shot, the restaurant’s owner
testified at the “Baretta” star’s murder trial.

Blake maintains he left Bakley in the car to
go back into Vitello’s to retrieve a handgun he
carried for protection and returned to find
her bleeding.

A doctor testified he heard the actor calling
out that his wife was bleeding and needed
help, but said did not offer assistance because

El Gordo Christmas lottery: Cristobal Ortega,
center, owner of a bar in Lorca, Spain, cele-
brates Wednesday after he and several of his
customers won a part of the top prize of
Spain's El Gordo (Fat One) Christmas lottery,
the richest in the world, with the number
54600. The Gordo uses a complex system
of shared numbers that divides wealth among
millions of people holding numbers that go
from 00001 to 66000.

he thought Blake’s cries were insincere.

Priest shot by accuser: A priest facing
trial next month for allegedly molesting a
former altar boy who later shot him has
been defrocked by Pupe John Paul 1I, The
Associated Press has lea

Maurice Blackwell, 58 is scheduled to go
on trial Jan. 3 on four counts of child sexual
abuse against Dontee Stokes.

Blackwell was shot by Stokes in May
2002, in the midst of the national scandal in-
volving Catholic priests. In the aftermath,
Baltimore prosecutors reviewed Stokes’ alle’
gations and charged the priest with molest-
ing Stokes.

He served a sentence of home detention.

Airport security change: In response to
numerous complaints from women, the gov-
ernment has ordered airport security per-
sonnel to avoid touching female passengers
between their breasts when performing pat-
downs.

Security screeners now will keep their
hands to the “chest perimeter” of women un-
less detection equipment picks up the possi-
bility that they are hiding explosives be-
tween their breasts.

The new method takes into consideration
passenger discomfort while remaining
steadfast in mitigating risks, said Transpor-
tation Security A

Military

Raptor crash: An Air Force general said
that he expects the F/A-22 Raptor to join
combat operations by the end of next year
despite this week’s crash of one of the
next-generation stealth fighter jets.

“We're going to keep right on going,” Maj.
Gen. Stephen M. Goldfein, the Air Warfare
Center commander at Nellis, where the ap-
proximately $133 million jet went down on a
runway shortly after takeoff Monday.

The pilot suffered scrapes but was other-
wise unharmed.

War on terrorism

Soldier charged: A judge on Wednesday
ordered a soldier, his wife and her cousin to
stand trial in an alleged plot to keep the e

ed man out of Iraq by shooting him in the leg.

Prosecutors said Army Spe. Marquise J.
Roberts; his wife, Donna Roberts; and her
cousin, Roland  Fuller, had originally
planned to find someone else to undertake
the shooting but decided to do it themselves
when they got no takers.

Marquise Roberts, 23, a supply specialist
who had spent seven months in Iraq, was
distraught about having to return to combat
duty and wanted to stay with his family, au-
thorities said.

Military officials have said that Roberts
could face military discipline if the charges
prove to be true.

World

Spain bombings complaint: The Islamic
Commission of Spain has asked the parlia-
mentary panel probing the Madrid train
bomhmgb to refrain from retemng to terror-
ists as “Islamic” or “Islamist,” the leading
daily El Pais said Thursday.

“Unfortunately, [these terms] are used too
frequently in political, journalistic and editori-
al circles, almost on a daily basis, creating a
public opmlon of social, anti-Islamic alarm,”
the group’s leader Ria Tatary said in a letter
sent to the parliamentary commission.

He said several Muslims, including an
imam, were killed in the March 11 attacks.

Ireland bank robbery: The outlawed Irish
Republican Army denied involvement
Thursday in this week’s massive raid on the
Northern Bank in Belfast.

In a message issued to Belfast media, the
TRA said its members played no role in Mon-
day’s robbery, when a large and well-orga-
nized gang stole more than 22 million
pounds from the bank’s main underground
vault.

Mark Hatfield.

Stories and photo from wire services
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‘Heartline’ offers holiday comfort at Kunsan

Phone bank to stay open through start of 2005

BY FRANKLIN FISHER
Stars and Stripes

PYONGTAEK, South Korea — If airmen
at remote Kunsan Air Base in South Korea
feel downcast or otherwise troubled during
this holiday season, an easy DSN phone
number will connect them with fellow air-
men waiting to help.

Kunsan is offering Operation Heartline,
a bank of phones staffed by airmen volun’
teers who'll take calls inside the Sonlight
Inn, a Christian coffee house the base chap-
el sponsors.

Heartline, at 7827300, an on-base, DSN
number, is to be in operation through Jan.
2,

“Our primary focus is to get members
through the holidays,” said Master Sgt.
Dana Belser of the 8th Medical Group,
part of Kunsan’s 8th Fighter Wing, known
as the Wolf Pack. “We're this far away
from loved ones, family and friends, and it
is important that we hang on as a family,
we here at the Wolf Pack.

“Your typical situation might be of a

dorm member, let’s say, who's kind of long-
ing to be home, depressed, or just dealing
with personal life struggles that are over-
whelming for him,” said Belser.

“And they just need to talk,” he said. “So
they might pick up the phone, they can
give our Heartline a call, and there’ll be
someone on the receiving end to listen to
that person — very empathetically listen
— and try to help the member as best they
can, through the situation.”

Many times, Belser said, that’s all it
takes to help someone through such bouts
of homesickness or holiday blues: “just a
caring person, just willing to listen.”

Whether a caller gives indications of
being suicidal is among the first things vol-
unteers will be listening for, Belser said.

“Do they want to harm themselves? If
lhey ‘re not suicidal, that's outstanding,” he

But if caller give signs of being suicidal,
volunteers will ask whether he or she is
willing to speak with a chaplain or psychol-
ogist, both of whom will be on call.

Volunteers also are to alert the com-
mand post and have the psychologist or
chaplain contacted immediately, Belser
said.

If callers appear in no imminent danger
of suicide or other violence,

He said younger airmen on their first
overseas tour are esp to
feeling down.

“We're at a remote location,” Belser said
of Kunsan Air Base, which is on Korea’s
western seacoast and whose ranks consist
mainly of unaccompanied airmen on
one-year assignments.

the volunteers are ready to be listening, em-
pathetic presences, Belser said.

About 15 to 20 volunteers have respond-
ed to a recent e-mail Belser sent out on
base, he said.

One of them is Senior Airman Reniaya

Venson, 22, of Denver, assigned to the 8th
Mission Support bquadron

“I knew it was holiday time and I just
wanted to help out anybody that may be
having any difficulties being away from
their family and friends, even if they just
wanted to joke around or have a serious
conversation,” said Venson.

“Since it’s a ‘remote,” it's a foreign coun-
try, a lot of us have never been outside the
United States, so to have someone who has
experienced the same thing as you, makes
it a lot easier to deal with, being here.

e and a few of my friends, we experi-
enced the separation of being away from
our family and our friends in the United
States,” she said. “But once we met each
other and got along, [it felt llke being in] a
family away from a family.

She’s keeping one thmg uppermost in
her mind as she awaits whatever calls may
come her way: “Everybody handles their
situation differently, and I have to try to
put myself in their shoes, and understand
how they feel, before trying to help them.”
E-mail Franklin Fisher at:
fisherf@pstripes.osd.mil

516th makes holiday mail push at Yongsan

BY TERI WEAVER
Stars and Stripes

YONGSAN GARRISON, South
Korea — It was three days before
Christmas, and the tractor-trailer
backed into the post office on the
Main Post here in Seoul barely
held enough packages to make
Santa’s sleigh sigh.

But 500 pounds of parcels is
nothing to sneeze at, as the 8th Ar-
my’s commanders discovered
Wednesday morning while help-
ing the 516th Personnel Services
Battalion sort some last-minute
holiday mail.

Still, Wednesday’s delivery
caused barely a bulge in Santa’s
bag compared with the 80,000
pounds dispersed throughout
South Korea in just one day last
week, the most mail the 516th has
had to handle in one day this holi-
day season, said Maj. Tanya Brad-
sher, a 516th company command-
er.

By the time packages meant for
Yongsan — ZIP codes 96203,
96204, 96205 and 96206 — ar-
rived on Main Post for the 5 a.m.
delivery Wednesday, they filled
two tractor-trailers.

“Every piece of mail is some-
one’s morale,” said Lt. Col

TERI WEAVER/Stars and Stripes

Pfc. Maricela Diaz, 19, of Anaheim, Calif., helps 8th Army Commander
Lt. Gen. Charles C. Campbell sort mail early Wednesday morning at the
post office on Main Post at Yongsan Garrison, South Korea. Diaz and
her company — with the general's help — sorted 500 pounds of par-

cels on Wednesday.

Donald Howell, the battalion’s
commander. “It's very special, es-
pecially at Christmas time.”
Leading up to Christmas, the
daily 5 a.m. shipments to Yong-
san normally weigh about 3,000

pounds, Howell said.

Wednesday’s 500-pound batch
was unloaded in less than 15 min-
utes, with help from 8th Army
Commander Lt. Gen. Charles C.
Campbell and 8th Army and Com-

mand Sgt. Major Troy Welch, the
top enlisted officer in U.S. Forces
Korea.

Campbell, Welch and officers
from 8th Army Personnel Com-
mand donned Santa hats and fol-
lowed directions from members
of the S16th’s Delta Company.
The commanders spent about a
half an hour loading boxes onto
conveyor belts, scanning labels
into computers and putting indi-
vidual letters in slots.

“It's always uplifting, these
great soldiers doing this great
work,” Campbell said Wednes-
day, taking a break from stuffing
envelopes into cubby holes.

Then he looked at a letter and
asked 20-year-old Pfc. Anjelica
Miranda, “1st Com?” She nodded
and watched him put the letter in
the appropriate slot.

Members of the S16th, like
Miranda, will work Christmas
Eve to ensure each piece of mail
that arrives in South Korea by Fri-
day will be distributed, Bradsher
said. Three last-minute ship-
ments will be flown to Taegu,
Kimhae and Kwanju on Friday as
well, she said.

“This time of the year, it's te-
dious work,” said Col. Michael
Harris, brigade for

8th Army’s personnel command
and also postmaster general for
the military in South Korea. “But
we give them great service.”

The post office’s customer-ser-
vice area on Main Post was reno-
vated earlier this year, in part to
allow for more cashiers and
fewer lines. Harris said lines
were pretty manageable on Main
Post this year but admitted that
boxes had stacked up in the lobby
at the smaller post office on South

“We’ll work on it,” he said.

The post offices on Yongsan
will be closed on the Mondays fol-
lowing the next two holiday week-
ends, as well as the federal holi-
days set for Christmas Eve and
New Year’s Eve. But the soldiers
who deliver mail still will be work-
ing Christmas Eve; they'll take
their day off on Monday.

That means the hard work for
the 516th won’t end on Christmas
Day. More last-minute packages
will be waiting for them after the
three-day weekend.

“Next Tuesday will be huge,”
Bradsher said. “We’ll have three
days” worth of mail. We’re going
to get slammed.”

E-mail Teri Weaver at:

South Korean foreign minister visits Camp Red Cloud, heaps praise on 2nd ID

BY TERI WEAVER
Stars and Stripes

CAMP RED CLOUD, South
Korea — Offering “gratitude
and appreciation” for serving on
the front lines so far from home,
South Korea’s Minister of For-
eign Affairs and Trade on Thurs-
day thanked 2nd Infantry Divi-
sion troops during his first visit
to Warrior Country.

Ban Ki-moon used the trip to
learn about 2nd ID’s facilities
and training, exchange Christ-
mas gifts with soldiers and
pledge South Korea's support
for the U.S.-led Iraq invasion.

He also remembered the 35
members of Strike Force — a
brigade deployed to the war
from 2nd ID this summer —
‘who have died in Iraq this fall.

“Sometimes, it may seem a
hard task to guard the peace of a
distant foreign country in such
seemingly peaceful times,” Ban
told the crowd of about 70 in the
Commanding General’s mess
hall at Red Cloud. “You may feel
lonely. One of my purposes of
visiting is to let you know you
are not lonely, you are not
alone.”

Ban also repeated his govern-

ment’s support for the “six-
party” talks meant to address
North Korea’s nuclear program.
The talks stalled this fall after
Pyongyang leaders refused to re-
turn to the negotiating table, call-
ing U.S. actions toward the com-
munist nation hostile.

Ban and South Korean Presi-
dent Roh Moo-hyun visited their
troops in Iraq earlier this
month. South Korea has 3,600
deployed in Iraq, and the Nation-
al Assembly is expected to vote
before the end of the year on an-
other one-year rotation for
South Korean troops.

“I felt confident that peace

and stability will soon embrace
the Iraqi people, with the help of
the concerted efforts of the coali-
tion forces and international so-
ciety,” Ban said Thursday. “In
accordance with this cause, my
government will extend the
term of troop presence into the
next year.”

On Wednesday, leaders of
South Korea’s Uri Party visited
‘Camp Casey for a briefing and a
demonstration of a close-combat
training facility. There, assem-
bly members had a chance to
ask questions about the U.S. mili-
tary’s presence and activi-
ties.On Thursday, Ban's visit

was more formal. He was
briefed, in private, for more
than an hour with Gen. Leon J.
LaPorte, U.S. Forces Korea com-
mander; Air Force Maj. Gen. Th-
omas Kane, senior U.S. member
of the UN. Command Military
Armistice Commission; Maj.
Gen. George Higgins, 2nd ID
commander; and Sgt. Maj.
James Lucero, 2nd ID com-
mand sergeant major.

“I was just speechless,” Ban
said after his briefing. “2nd ID
is a tradition second to none,” he
said, repeating a mantra of the
division.

E-mail Teri Weaver at:
weavert@pstripes.osd.mil
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Panel: JMSDF helo crash caused by pilot error

BY GREG TYLER
AND HANA KUSUMOTO

Stars and Stripes

The Japan Maritime Staff Of-
fice’s investigation panel said
pilot error caused an accident
with one of its MH-S3E Sea Drag-
on helicopters, in which nine peo-
ple were injured during last
May’s Friendship Day at Iwakuni
Marine Corps Air Station.

The panel concluded the pilot
didn’t fully understand the heli-

copter’s features when hovering,
a Japan Maritime Self-Defense
Force spokesman in Iwakuni said
Wednesday. The pilot also failed
to verify the maneuver before cre-
ating a rotor wash that blew away
the Friendship Day VIP tent, the
spokesman said.

The mishap occurred at about
2:30 pm. May S, during a Sea
Dragon demonstration as part of
the event’s air show.

Some bystanders tried to hold
down the VIP tent and were in-

jured, as were some visitors seat-
ed under or walking directly be-
hind the tent, U.S. officials said
shortly after the accident. None of
the injuries were life-threatening,
they said.

The investigation also suggest-
ed the squadron commander
failed to plan advance training,
the spokesman added.

Two injured spectators were
Iwakuni Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion residents; a man had a facial
cut and a woman had a cut foot

and twisted ankle. Both were
treated at Iwakuni’s Navy Branch
Medical Clinic, base spokesman
Capt. Stewart Upton said after
the accident.

Four other people were trans-
ported by Japanese ambulance to
Iwakuni National Hospital, includ-
ing a 4-year-old boy with a facial
cut and head injury, a 4-year-old
girl with a cut leg and a man and
woman, each with facial lacera-
tions. One child had minor cuts
that did not require hospital treat-

ment, Upton added.

Two other injured male visitors
— one with an injured left knee
and another with a cheekbone
fracture and head injury — were
taken by Japanese ambulance to
Iwakuni Doctors’ Association
Hospital, Upton said.

The JMSDF plans to take
“some kind of action” against the
pilot, the spokesman said.

E-mail Greg Tyler at;
tylerg@pstripes.osd.mil

E-mail Hana Kusumoto at:
kusumotoh@pstripes.osd.mil

Possible talks on USFJ realignment
set for February, news agency says

Takmg a ride on the ‘Polar Express’

BY VINCE LITTLE

Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — A top Japanese
Foreign Ministry official suggested Tuesday that
Japan and the United States may conduct ministeri-
al talks in February about the potential U.S. military
realignment in Japan, Kyodo News reported.

U.S. Forces Japan officials could not confirm the
arrangement. Michael Boyle, a U.S. Embassy
spokesman in Tokyo, said any decision to engage at
that level would be made in Washington.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs officials, contacted
‘Wednesday, said a time and place has not been de-
termined for the proposed ministerial discussions.

Under the scenario, Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld and national security adviser Condoleez-
za Rice, who’s been nominated as a replacement for
Secretary of State Colin Powell, would sit down with
Japanese Foreign Minister Nobutaka Machimura
and Defense Agency Director General Yoshinori
Ono.

“What I've seen is the Japanese government ex-
pressing interest in seeing the talks take place in
February,” Boyle said Wednesday. “Any formal an-
nouncement from the U.S. side would come from
‘Washington. The ‘two-plus-two’ talks are supposed
to be with the secretaries of State and Defense, so I
have no idea which one would issue any statement.

“The issue has come up on several other occa-
sions. There’s certainly interest on both sides in pur-
suing that. But a decision to hold them would have to
come from Washington.”

Over the past two years, the United States and
Japan have taken part in a series of

“We talk all the time,” Marine Maj. James Bell, a
USFJ spokesman, said Wednesday. “Japan is our
most significant ally in the Asia-Pacific region, so
we definitely talk frequently at different levels. Usu-
ally with something like this, there would be some
sort of formal announcement made. But we haven’t
heard anything recently.

“There are talks taking place on a pretty regular
basis. But lots of times, the different discussions
don’t end up becoming action items. It's an ongoing
routine for us, and that’s what allows us to maintain
such a good relationship — robust, var]ed layers of
communication between our two countri

While stating Japan’s preference to meet in Febru-
ary, the ministry official acknowledged that schedul-
ing hurdles remain, according to the Kyodo News re-
port.

Richard Lawless, the U.S. deputy undersecretary
of Defense, was in Japan this week for bilateral dis-
cussions with Japanese officials on various defense
topics, including a review of U.S. military position-
ing.

A central theme in the military realignment talks
focuses on whether Japan will accept a U.S. propos-
al to relocate the U.S. Army’s 1st Corps headquar-
ters in Washington state to Camp Zama, Japanese
government sources told Kyodo News.

Boyle said it’s premature to speculate on what top-
ics might be on the agenda for any ministerial talks.

There’s also no timetable for major decisions on
realignment or restructuring, Bell added.

“The discussions will continue,” he said. “We're
just one piece of the Department of Defense’s global
realignment puzzle. It remains to be seen how much
impact that will have on U.S. forces in Japan.”

floating different ideas about the potential reorgani-
zation and realignment of U.S. forces in Japan.

Chiyomi Sumida contributed to this report.
E-mail Vince Little at: littlev@pstripes.osd.mil

Japan’s auto recycling law takes effect Jan. 1

BY VINCE LITTLE
Stars and Stripes

Japan’s new automobile recycling law, which cre-
ates an additional one-time tax for vehicle owners
ranging from 7,000 yen to 18,000 yen (about $69 to
$178), goes into effect Jan. 1, Japanese officials said.

U.S. Forces Japan officials said they were unsure
how the fee would be applied to Status of Forces
Agreement personnel.

The Vehicle Recycle Law was passed in July 2002
to combat costs from illegal dumping of automobile
scraps such as metal, Freon and air bags.

Space within Japan’s reclamation sites is dwin-
dling, officials say. To stretch capacity, Japanese
government policy now requires vehicle parts to be
separated more efficiently to reduce waste and recy-
cle as many parts as possible. The cost of junking ve-
hicles increased because of the change.

“Now 80 percent of vehicle parts are recycled

processing specialist from the Camp Zama Provost
Marshal’s Office registration section, stated in an
Army news report.

New-car buyers will pay up front, while other own-
ers will be charged upon their Japan C In-

COURTESY OF M. GRAFF/Byrd Elementary School

Diane Hobler, of Byrd Elementary School at Yokosuka Naval Base,
Japan, issues tickets to children to ride the “Polar Express” on Dec.
17, their last day before the holiday break. The kindergartners and
first-graders watched the movie “The Polar Express” as a group, and
school officials set up a replica of the train on the school’s stage.

Air Force squadron to hold exercise on Guam

The Air Force’s 613th Security Forces Squadron will hold a train-
ing session Thursday from 9 a.m. to noon at the old Federal Aviation
Administration building in Dededo, Guam, according to a Com-
mander, Naval Forces Marianas news release.

The drill’s participants will be firing blank ammunition and offi-
cials say the public shouldn't be alarmed if they hear gunfire or wit-

surance renewal or when they scrap their vehicles,
a Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry official
said last week.

Just as car titles change hands, Japanese officials
said, a recycle ticket will be transferred from owner
to owner. The fee goes to the Japan Automobile Re-
cycling Promotion Center, a corporation chosen by
the Japanese government to administer funds, recy-
cling and similar information.

The recycling fees for minicars and compact vehi-
cles — with engine capacities up to 2,000 cc — will
range from 7,000 yen to 16,000 yen (§69-8158). Fees
for cars with engines bigger than 2,000 cc will be be-
tween 10,000 yen and 18,000 yen (§99-8178).

Tax amounts will vary depending on what's in-
stalled in the vehicle, with items such as air condi-
tioners and air bags being factors, officials said.

ness ser carrying weapons and wearing military gear.

Japan’s air passenger tracking system to debut

A system to prevent illegal entry and entry by fugitive suspects
and terrorists into Japan will start Jan. 4, Japanese officials an-
nounced Tuesday.

The system, under which airlines provide passenger and crew in-
formation to Japanese authorities before a plane lands in Japan,
will be lmplemented jointly by the National Police Agency, Ministry
of Justice and Ministry of Finang

he Advance Passenger toreaan System, or APIS, will auto-
matically check passenger lists against a database kept by the Na-
tional Police Agency, Ministry of Justice and Ministry of Finance,
the press release stated.

Authorities hope to prevent entry by terrorists and illegal aliens,
prevent smuggling, aid searches for fugitives and crack down on in-
ternational organized crime, officials said. The system will be ap-
plied to both Japanese and non-Japanese.

and the GOJ is aiming to bring this
95 in about 2015,” Yoshiji Harasawa, eleclmmc data

E-mail Vince Little at: littlev@pstripes.osd.mil
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Youth soccer club spreads holiday cheer

PHOTOS BY FRED ZIMMERMAN/Stars and Stripes

An Okinawan child seems less than thrilled about sitting on Santa’s lap
Thursday during a Christmas lunch for the mentally handicapped at the
Ginowan City Welfare Center. Families from the Okinawa Diplomats, a
soccer team of SOFA-status children, attended the party to help the
Okinawan children celebrate the holidays.

University of Phoenix is seeking faculty.

Join the largest university in the United States, as a full or part time member
of the faculty! The University of Phoenix delivers graduate degree programs
in Business and Education at four locations in mainland Japan and Guam.
If you possess a graduate degree in either Business/Management,T,

Accounting, or Education, have held the graduate degree for at least two
years, and are inferested in joining our team in a full or part fime capacity,
please send a resume and contact information to:

Dr. Barbara Turner

Director Academic Affairs, Military Programs, Asia

DSN: 634-6879 (Primary) or 634-1951

Commercial Access: 011-81-611-734-6879/1951
Barbara.Turner @ phoenix.edu

University of g
F é‘v_ niversity

Military
[Personnel

)
800HighTech.com

BY FRED ZIMMERMAN
AND CHIYOMI SUMIDA
Stars and Stripes

GINOWAN CITY, Okinawa —
The Okinawa Diplomats Youth
Football Club members showed
their Christmas spirit this season
by spending some of their free
time Thursday helping mentally
handicapped children celebrate
Christmas.

Approximately 50 Diplomats
players and family members at-
tended a Christmas lunch for the
children at the Ginowan City Wel-
fare Center.

Eisa dancers and drummers
kicked off the celebration, fol-
lowed by lunch, which Diplomats
players helped serve. After the
meal, several more Okinawan
children and adults performed
dances, then the Diplomats and
their famlly members sang Christ-
mas carols.

But the most popular attraction
during the two-hour gathering
was, of course, Santa Claus, who
was the last to walk onto the stage.

See more local stories on Pages 12-13

‘Two Santas actually were on hand;
both walked throughout the crowd
handing out candy and other
treats to all children present.

One St. Nick then sat down for
photos with anyone who wished.

This was the second year the
soccer organization, for children
with status of forces agreement
status, gave a helping hand to the
Association of Parents with Men-
tally Handicapped Children in Gi-
nowan. Bobbie Lueking, who or-
ganized the event last year for the
Diplomats, said the Okinawan
group enjoyed it so much, the
club was invited back.

The invitation was short notice
— just a week before the party —
so Lueking said she was extreme-
ly pleased so many Diplomats play-
ers and their families turned out.

“We really enjoy this,” she sai
“For the team, to be able to visit

with someone who is less fortu-
nate is very good ... they walk
away with big hearts. They talk
about this for days afterwards.”

Ichiko Shimabukuro, head of
the Association of Parents with
Mentally Handicapped Children
in Ginowan, said the soccer orga-
nization's presence “adds more
fun and makes the party more
lively and joyful.” “Since we all
had a great time last year, we
asked them to join us again. We
are very grateful to them for shar-
ing some time with us in this holi-
day season.”

Because the mentally handi-
capped children “do not have
much opportunity to interact with
people in the local community,”
Shimabukuro said, “such an op-
portunity as this is very precious.”
E-mail Fr
Zimmermant@pstripes.osd.mil
E-mail Chiyomi Sumida at:
sumidac@pstripes.osd.mil

Diplomats soccer player Sydnie Bligh, center, helps serve lunch Thursday. Nearly 50 people from the group
— players and family members — attended the luncheon to help spread Christmas cheer.

Ex-AF lawyer gets more punishment
Fiscus ordered to forfeit some pay, may lose retirement benefits

BY JOHN J. LUMPKIN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Air
Force’s recently dismissed top
military lawyer was reprimanded
further Wednesday and ordered
to forfeit some of his pay for carry-
mg on inappropriate relation-

ships and other viola-

punished outside of the court-
martial process.

“The swift and strong actions
of Air Force leadership make it
clear that such misconduct will
not be tolerated, regardless of the
rank of the offénder,” the state-
ment said.

An Air Force official who
would speak only on the condition

of sai

uom ot the military code.

Maj. Gen. Thomas J. Fiscus
was cited for conduct unbecom-
ing an officer, fraternization, ob-
struction of justice and violating a
lawful general the Air

id an investiga-
tion determined Fiscus conduct-
ed a series of relationships, some
of which were sexual, with
‘women over several years. Some
involved subordinates, leading to
the iz charge, the offi-

Force said in a statement. He was

cial said.

Fiscus plans to retire. Gen.
Donald G. Cook, the commander
of the Air Education and Training
Command who was given respon-
sibility for the Fiscus case, recom-
mended Fiscus retire below his
current rank, meaning he could
lose some retirement benefits.
His status as an attorney may
also face review.

Fiscus, an Air Force Academy
graduate, had been the service’s
Jjudge advocate general since Feb-
ruary 2002. He had about 1,600
lawyers under his command.

He was relieved, at his request,
on Sept. 22, when the investiga-
tion into his conduct began.

Blood drives set on Okinawa

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — The Armed Servic-
es Blood Bank Center has scheduled three blood

drives on Okinawa next week.

The first drive is set for from 8 am. to noon
Tuesday at the movie theater on Camp Courtney.

Marine Corps Air Station Futenma will host the

second and third drives from 8 a.m. to noon
Wednesday and Thursday at the Futenma chap-
el.

Contact C. Tracy Parmer, blood donor recruit-
er, at 643-7710 or parmerct(@oki10.med.navy.mil
for more information on these drives, or to sched-
ule a blood drive.

From staff reports
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Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force

An unidentified soldier is removed from an ambulance by medical per-
sonnel during a snowstorm at Landstuhl Regmnal Medical Center in

Germany on

he

was wounded in

evel

an attack on a dining facil

in Mosul, Iraq.

Wounded from attack
expect a full recovery

BY BEN MURRAY
Stars and Stripes

LANDSTUHL, Germany — Of-
ficials at the U.S. military’s prima-
1y medical hub for troops wound-
ed in Iraq said Thursday that all
soldiers and civilians sent to the
hospital after Tuesday’s deadly at-
tack on a dining area near Mosul,
Iraq, are expected to survive, and
most to fully recover.

By midday Thursday, Landstuhl
Regional Medical Center had re-
ceived 35 people hurt in the attack,
at least seven of them civilians and
17 of whom are still in critical con-
dition, said the hospital’s com-
mander, Col. Rhonda Cornum.

Cornum said she did not yet
have an accurate count of how
many civilians had come in on a
flight that arrived Thursday morn-
ing, or which U.S. contractors they
worked for in Iraq.

The hospital began receiving pa-
tients early Wednesday morning
following an explosion that tore
through a U.S. mess tent crowded
with soldiers, civilian workers and
Iraqi security forces. The blast
killed 22 people, including 13 U.S.
soldiers. Seventy people were in-
jured in the attack, which military
officials say was caused by an im-
provised explosive device.

Cornum said Landstuhl has al-
ready moved some of the wound-
ed, including six critical cases, to
Army medical centers in the Unit-
ed States, and expects the majority
of the remaining patients to arrive
at stateside hospitals by Monday.

The hospital is trying to get as
many of the troops as possible to
U.S. hospitals by Christmas Day,
Cornum said. Military officials
even added an extra flight out of
Germany on Saturday to get the
wounded closer to their families
for the holiday.

The bombing, which created the
largest rush of patients to the hospi-
tal from any single attack since the
start of the war, produced a multi-
tude of injuries rarely seen by
Landstuhl doctors, Cornum said.

Many troops had neck, chest
and abdomen wounds, which are
normally protected against in IED
attacks by body armor. Wounds
suffered by those hurt in the explo-
sion made it clear that they were
caught unprepared for an attack
when they sat down to eat lunch
Tuesday, she said.

“It was obvious that these peo-
ple were not wearing their battle
armor,” said Cornum, who had per-
formed a surgery herself Thurs-
day morning.

U.S. “battle rattle” generally de-
flects serious wounds to the torso
and results in injuries to the arms
and legs, she said, though there
were “a couple of amputations,”
among the wounded at Landstuhl.

None of the injuries seen at the
hospital, however, provided any in-
sight into the type of device used in

e attack, which Pentagon offi-
cials said Wednesday they suspect-
ed was a suicide bombing.

Most patients arriving at the fa-
cility had already undergone sur-
gery at medical centers in Iraq or
Kuwait before being stabilized for
the flight to Germany, and evi-
dence of their original wounds has
generally been “obliterated by the
time they are here,” Cornum said.

“It’s hard to say what the injury
looked like when they started,” she
said.

The rush of patients and the
high percentage of critical cases
flown to the hospital just days be-
fore Christmas put a strain on
Landstuhl ~ medical ~ workers,
though they met the challenge
with poise, Cornum said.

Hospital staff, who have treated
more than 21,500 troops for all
types of injuries since U.S. mili-
tary operations began in Afghani-
stan in 2002, worked extra hours to
care for the wounded. Medical
teams around the region were kept
on two-hour alert in case more
were needed.

As of Thursday afternoon, no fur-
ther patients with battle injuries
from the Mosul attack were expect-
ed to arrive at Landstuhl, Cornum
said.
Em:
murrayb@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Mosul bomber may have
worn Iraq army uniform

BY MATT KELLEY
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The US.
commander in northern Iraq,
Brig. Gen. Carter Ham, said
Thursday that the suicide bomber
who killed 13 U.S. servicemem-
bers in Mosul on Tuesday likely
‘was wearing an Iraqi military uni-
form.

Tuesday’s explosion killed 22
people, injured scores more and
put Pentagon officials on the de-
fensive against new criticism of
holes in the protections for troops
in Iraq.

Speaking to CNN on Thursday,
Ham said the investigation into
the bombing was continuing.

“We don’t know exactly how it
happened. ... In [the investiga-
tors’] very best judgment, the ex-
plosion was caused by a device
that was inside the facility. The
question now turns to, ‘How did
that happen?’

“What we think is likely
that an individual in an Iraqi mi
tary uniform, possibly with a
vest-worn explosive device, was
inside the facility, and detonated
the facility, causing this tragedy.”

Ham was questioned as to what
steps he was taking to recheck
people entering the base.

“I think we have a good proce-
dure to do that, but clearly in this
instance, I failed to identify some
shortcoming that allowed this to
occur. That's why we're doing the
investigation, to find out: Where
was that seam that these murder-
ers were able to exploit?”

Ham conceded that the attack
was effective.

“It is an enemy success, and
they are clearly using that ... as a
rallying call.”

Name

E-mail

Ham said he was concerrned
that the bombing could be used as
a recruiting tool and the chance
that other individuals would at-
tempt “copycat attacks.”

The attack inside a U.S. Army
mess hall represents a breach of
the most basic principles of mili-
tary security and points to signifi-
cant weaknesses in the screening
of Iraqis who are allowed onto the
base, experts say.

“This is an incredible occur-
rence, that someone could have
come in undetected with some
kind of bomb,” said Mitch Mitch-
ell, a retired Army officer who
helps design security training for
the military. “It blows my mind
that force protection on the base
is that poor.”

Defense  Secretary ~Donald
Rumsfeld defended U.S. troop se-
curity in Irag, saying it was “an
enormous challenge to provide
force protection.”

“They have to be right 100 per-
cent of the time,” he said at a
Wednesday press conference.
“An attacker only has to be right
occasionally.”

Mitchell and other experts said
it was obvious the military was
not taking basic protective ac-
tions for U.S. troops in Iraq. On
most bases, troops have their
meals in large dining hall tents
like the one attacked Tuesday, for
example, instead of in small, scat-
tered groups. That presents a
tempting target for insurgents,
Mitchell said.

“It shows you the level at which
force ion was

Strategic Studies at the military’s
National Defense University.

The explosion was the deadli-
est single attack on U.S. forces
since the March 2003 invasion of
Iraq.

A radical Sunni Muslim group,
the Ansar al-Sunnah Army, has
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack.

Infiltration of insurgents onto
U.S. military bases has been a con-
cern for some troops in Iraq, par-
ticularly because of the fighters’
ability to penetrate the Iraqi secu-
ity forces.

For example, the former police
chief in Mosul was arrested by
Kurdish forces last month after a
wave of insurgent violence in the
city. Kurdish officials said the
former chief had turned over
some police stations to insur-
gents. At the time of the Novem-
ber violence, U.S. military spokes-
men said they believed some
Mosul police officers were work-
ing with the insurgents.

Besides Iragi soldiers and
other security officers, Iragis
enter U.S. bases as workers for
the civilian contractors which
handle functions such as food ser-
vice, laundry and trash collection.

Weeding out insurgents from
those workers should be a priori-
ty, said military analyst Michael
(O’Hanlon of the Brookings Institu-
tion think tank.

“We have to work with Iragis,
and employing them has to be
part of any reconstruction plan.
So we will be vulnerable, but we
don’t want to have dozens of peo-

on that base, and it wasn't very
high,” said Mitchell, an analyst
with' the Institute for National
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Rumsfeld “truly saddened’ by criticism

Defense secretary offers passionate defense of himself against critics’ recent thoughts

BY JOHN J. LUMPKIN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld, stung by criticism that
he’s insensitive to the needs of the troops

_ and their families, of-
fered his most impas-

sioned defense
Wednesday,  saying
he is “truly sad-

dened” that anyone
could doubt his com-
mitment to the wel-
fare of U.S. troops.
The normally stoic
Rumsfeld said when
he meets wounded sol-
diers or relatives of
those killed in battle,
“their grief is something I feel to my core.”
“Iam truly saddened by the thought that
anyone could have the impression that I, or
others here, are doing anything other than
working urgently to see that the lives of the

Rumsfeld

fighting men and women are protected and
are cared for in every way humanly possi-
ble,” he said.

“And I hope and pray that every family
member of those who have died so bravely
knows how deeply I feel their loss.”

Rumsfeld has been a lightning rod since
the war began in March 2003, but criticism
recently intensified after a Tennessee Na-
tional Guardsman in Kuwait asked him
during a question-and-answer session with
soldiers on Dec. 8 why he and his com-
rades had to scrounge for armor to protect
their vehicles.

Rumsfeld gave an extended answer that
included the statement, “You go to war
with the Army you have, not the Army you
might want or wish to have.”

Critics called the response insensitive
and castigated him for not doing more to
prepare the U.S. military for the Iraqi inva-
sion and its aftermath.

The following week, some Republicans
joined Democrats in voicing dissatisfaction

with Rumsfeld.

Sen. John McCain, an Arizona Republi-
can, said he had “no confidence” in Rums-
feld, citing the defense secretary’s han-
dling of the war and the failure to send
more troops. Sen. Trent Lott, a Missouri
Republican, said he believes Rumsfeld
should be gone within a year. Neither di-
rectly called for his resignation.

The defense secretary was criticized
again last weekend when it was reported
that he did not personally sign letters of
condolence to the families of dead soldiers,
but instead relied on a mechanical device
to affix his signature. He immediately
abandoned the practice.

[y goodness, that's the least that we
could expect of the secretary of defense, is
having some personal attention paid by
him,” Sen. Chuck Hagel, a Nebraska Re-
publican, said Sunday.

The next day, President Bush defended
Rumsfeld, who has agreed to stay on for
Bush’s second term, saying his defense sec-

retary was “doing a very fine job.”

A CNN-USA Today-Gallup poll released
Monday found 52 percent of respondents
believe Rumsfeld should resign, and 41
percent approve of his job performance.
People were evenly split on Rumsfeld’s
performance in May, but most approved of
his handling of the job about a year ago.

On Wednesday, Rumsfeld said, “I, and T
Kknow others, stay awake at night for con-
cern for those at risk, with hope for their
lives, for their success. And I want those
who matter most, the men and women in
uniform and their families, to know that.
And I want them to know that we consider
them, the soldiers, the sailors, the airmen,
the Marines, to be America’s true treasure.
And I thank them and I thank their fami-
lies.”

Asked whether the criticism had under-
mined his ability to do his job, he said,
“You get up in the morning and you think
about what our troops are doing. And I
must say, if they can do what they’re doing,
I can do what I'm doing.”

Effort to help unit not accepted

MORGAN HILL, Calif. — An unusual flap has
erupted between an Army Reserve unit and an
Trag-bound reservist who hopes to raise money for
military equipment he wants to bring to the war
zone.

Sean Flynn, 18, planned to buy extra equipment
for himself and two friends by selling his San Fran-
cisco 49ers ilia, including a
tive football and a jersey autographed by Jerry Rice.

Those plans ballooned into a full-blown fund-rais-
ing effort organized by a local sports store to better
equip Flynn’s whole unit — an effort that has an-
gered military brass.

When news of the plan reached the unit — the

H O L

Mountain View-based 445th Civil Affairs Battalion
— officials insisted its soldiers had all the computer
equipment and armor they need.

“You can’t put on a uniform and solicit money —
the Army is not a fund-raising business,” said Maj.
Barbara Kuhn, spokeswoman for the battalion.
“And there was concern that the money raised was
going to be used for their personal benefit.”

Flynn'’s plan got noticed when he took his 49ers
gear to Fan Club Sports, a memorabilia shop in San
Jose.

Upon hearing of the motive, the store’s owners
and many customers decided to organize an online
auction and fund-raiser to benefit Flynn’s unit.

From The Associated Press
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U.S. deaths in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Wednesday, at least 1,321 members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning of the Iraq war in March 2003, ac-
cording to an Associated Press count. At least 1,021 died as a result
of hostile action, the Defense Department said.

The figures include three military civilians.

The AP count is 20 higher than the Defense Department’s tally,
last updated at 10 a.m. EST Wednesday. The military has not yet
included fatalities from Tuesday’s attack on a dining hall near
Mosul, Iraq.

The British military has reported 75 deaths; Italy, 19; Poland,
16; Spain, 11; Ukraine, nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia, three; Esto-
nia, Thailand and the Netherldnd.s two each; and Denmark, El Sal-
vador, Hungary and Latvia one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had ended, 1,183 U.S. military members
have died, according to AP’s count. That includes at least 912
deaths resulting from hostile action, according to the military’s
numbers.

The latest deaths reported by the military:

B A Marine died in a vehicle accident Tuesday in Iraq’s Anbar
province.

The latest ldenuﬁcauons reported by military officials and
Maine Gov. John Baldact

W Army Spc. “Thomas John Dostie, 20, Somerville, Maine, and
Army Sgt. Lynn Robert Poulin Sr., 47, Freedom, Maine; killed
Tuesday in an attack on a mess hall near Mosul, Iraq; assigned to
Headquarters Company, 133rd Engineer Battalion, Maine Army
National Guard.

W Army Sgt. 1st Class Paul D. Karpowich, 30, Bridgeport, Pa.;
killed Tuesday in an attack on a mess hall near Mosul, Iraq; a:
signed to the 1st Battalion, 417th Regiment, 1st Brigade, 98th Divi-
sion, Pennsauken, N.J.

W Marine Lance Cpl. Neil D. Petsche, 21, Lena, IIL.; died Tues-
day after a non-hostile vehicle incident in Iraq’s Anbar province;
assigned to 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Divi-
sion, I Marine Expeditionary Force, Marine Corps Air Ground
Combat Center, Twentynine Palms, Calif.

W Army Staff Sgt. Donald B. Farmer, 33, Zion, Il and Army Sgt.
Berry K. Meza, 23, League City, Texas; died Sunday in Shuaybah,
Kuwait, when a vehicle struck them; assigned to the 180th Trans-
portation Battalion, 13th Corps Support Command, Fort Hood,
Texas.

France mobilized to free two hostages in Iraq

PARIS — France’s spy agency mobilized 100 agents to win the re-
lease of two French hostages held in Iraq and cooperated closely with
allies like the United States, the defense ministry said Thursday4

he round-the-clock effort to free the French reporters was “priori-
ty No. 1” for spy agency DGSE from the day that Islamic radicals cap-
tured them in August, ministry spokesman Jean-Francois Bureau said.

Christian Chesnot and Georges Malbrunot returned to France on
Wednesday, welcomed by President Jacques Chirac, other top offi-
cials and family members at a military airport outside Paris.

DGSE officials debriefed the two men before they returned home.
From The Associated Press
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BY LISA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — Reserve and National
Guard officers soon will have separate promotion
tracks instead of competing against one another.

Beginning in January, the Army will have three
separate promotion categories for reserve compo-
nent officers: a list for National Guard officers, a
list for Army Reserve officers and a third list for
Army Reserve officers assigned to active duty,
said Lt. Col. Wanda Walker, a personnel policy inte-
grator for reserve component promotions.

The old Army Promotion List grouped together
all Guard and Reserve officers except for chap-
lains and Army Medical Department officers, who
have their own promotion systems, according to
Army personnel officials.

But that system led to a disproportionate promo-
tion selection rate for the Army’s 3,500 Reserve of-
ficers who are assigned to active duty status: about
90 percent, compared with their regular Reserve
and National Guard brethren, who have been pro-

Promotion tracks split
for Reserve and Guard

moted in the 70 percent to 80 percent range, Walk-
er said Wednesday.

The number of Reserve officers who can be as-
signed to active duty is capped by Congress.

Although some Army personnel officials said the
old system worked well because “the best-quality
officers were getting promoted ... basically, the
system wasn't fair,” Walker said.

That's because Reserve and Guard officers who
may work only a few weeks each year were being
compared to officers who do their jobs full-time,
she said.

The new system, however, “will level the play-
ing field,” because officers “will be looked at
against the same kinds of officers,” Walker said.

Once the changes to the promotion system for
the larger groups of reserve component officers is
up and running, personnel officials plan to insti-
tute a similar system for reserve component chap-
lains and Medical Department officers.

The plan is to start that new promotion system
starting in fiscal 2006, or next October.

E-mail Lisa Burgess at: burgessl@stripes.osd.mil

Teleconference provides families,
deployed troops virtual face time

BY STEPHEN SINGER
The Associated Press

CHICOPEE, Mass. — Air
Force reservists from Connecti-
cut and Massachusetts got an
early Christmas gift Wednesday,
taking a break from wartime du-
ties in southwest Asia to recon-
nect with their families in a video
teleconference.

The families of six reservists
gathered in a conference room at
Westover Air Reserve Base,
where a television showed their
loved ones in an undisclosed loca-
tion. Another television brought
the images of the loved ones to
the reservists.

Master Sgt. Gerard Leamy of
Manchester, Conn., told his wife
he was not crying as he brushed
aside something on his cheek. He
claimed it was dust.

Leamy, a mail carrier who has

AP

Jacob Leamy, 8, and mom Joyce Leamy make faces together at Jacob’s
father, Air Force Reserve Master Sgt. Gerard Leamy, during a live

to Asia from Westover Air

been overseas since September,
said the Christmas season has
not yet reached the war zone.
“Out here, it's just another
day,” he said. “On Christmas,

was not disclosed by the Air
Force for security purposes, it

Reserve Base in Chicopee, Mass., on Wednesday.

the Air Force said.
The servicemen said nothing

we'll realize it.”

His wife, Joyce, said she has “a
Tot to deal with as a single parent
at home.”

“We’re not used to doing this
kind of stuff as regular people,”
Joyce Leamy said.

Intimacy was nonexistent for
the families as news reporters
crowded into the conference
room at the start of one telecon-
ference.

“Oh my gosh,” Joyce Leamy
said upon seeing her husband’s
image on TV. “It’s amazing. Say
something,” she commanded her
husband.

“Merry Christmas,” he re-

For the airmen, whose location

was a chance to communicate
with their wives and children ina
more familiar format than
e-mails.

Tracy Savoie of Springfield
said she and her husband, Tech.
Sgt. Craig Savoie, e-mail each
other nearly every day.

“I'm lucky enough,” she said.
“His job is working on a comput-
er. It’s pretty nice.”

The mission of the service-
members, who are assigned to
the 58th Aerial Port Squadron
from the 439th Airlift Wing, is to
conduct air transportation pro-
cessing and handle cargo and pas-
sengers supporting Operation
Traqi Freedom. They are expect-
ed to return home next month,

about their work or the circum-
stances they face.

But the afternoon meeting,
which took place at 10 p.m. for
the servicemen half a world
away, drew details from family
members about videotaped mov-
ies they rented, makeup used by
ayoung daughter and haircuts.

Joyce Leamy updated her hus-
band on the region’s recent snow-
storm and bitter cold, which is
vastly different from the “beauti-
ful shirt-sleeve weather” de-
scribed by her husband.

Gerard Leamy also said he
misses hunting.

“I was looking for a nice 20-
gauge over-and-under,” he said.

“They took my hunting season
away from me.”

Tom Philpott

Army Guard seeking
to boost recruitment

o reverse a sharp drop in
recruiting since citizen
soldiers became 40 per-
cent of U.S. ground forces

in Iraq, the Army National Guard

and Army Reserve this month an-
nounced increases in enlistment
and re-enlistment bonuses.

But in an interview for this col-
umn, Lt. Gen. H. Steven Blum,
chief of the National Guard Bu-
reau, said the Army “probably is
two years away” from moving to
shorter tours for members de-
ployed to Iraq and Afghanistan.
Yearlong combat tours, he con-
ceded, aggravate the recruiting
problem.

“I'would like to get to a rotation
where we do nine months active
duty tour time with six months
boots-on-the-ground,” said Blum.
That would cut current rotations
by half.

“But we are not ready to go
there yet,” Blum said.

The chief of Army Reserve, Lt.
Gen. James R. Helmly, told The
Dallas Morning News in mid-De-
cember that Reserve recruiting is
in a “precipitous decline” that, if
not stemmed, could reopen de-
bate over a military draft.

Blum, in our interview, said
Guard recruiting too has dropped
sharply, particularly from among
the pool of members leaving ac-
tive duty. Before fiscal 2004, the
Army Guard got 50 percent of re-
cruits from the prior-service pool.

“It was an automatic. It was a
given,” said Blum.

That has plummeted to 35 per-
cent, he said, leaving the Guard
short more than 8,000 members
through September. The gap has
widened since then to 12,600.
Army Guard recruiters in Octo-
ber and November, the first two
months of fiscal 2005, signed only
70 percent of their monthly goals.

Blum said it reflects a dramatic
change in the nature of Guard ser-
vice since Sept. 11, 2001, from a
strategic reserve force that drilled
on weekends to an operational
force critical to a nation at war.
One quarter of Guard personnel
have been deployed, continually,
for the past three years, he said.

Blum, in pressing for shorter
combat tours, points out that a
yearlong stint in Iraq or Afghani-
Stan means far more than a year
away from family and civilian jobs
for reserve component members.

“The active guy goes back to hls
job — at Fort Campbell,
Lewis, wherever — and gets ds»
similated right back into hls life.

he National Guard [member]
has already spent three or four
months in a MOB [mobilization]
station before a year boots-
on-the-ground. So it’s not really a
year. It's 16 months. Then, it’s an-
other two months from the time
they leave theater until they leave
active duty for about an 18-month
interruption of their civilian life,
civilian job and civilian education.

“We’re not complaining about
it,” he said “but I want truth in
lending.”

For now, Blum said, he’s opti-
mistic that more recruiters and

bigger bonuses will attract
enough volunteers to return the
Guard to full strength.

“We’re sustaining wartime ca-
sualties and sending people in
harm’s way. So it requires us to re-
cruit with a different message.
We're not bringing people in for
college [benefits] or vocational
training. We’re bringing them in
for service to their nation,” Blum
said. “And their state.”

To comment, write Military Update, P.0.
Box 231111, Centreville, VA 20120-11

e-mail milupdate@aol.com or visit
www.militaryupdate.com
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Study: Removal of Navy officers on rise

Lead investigator finds commanding officers punished for personal misconduct cases

BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes
WASHINGTON — The number

of Navy officers removed from
command has risen

members “to the highest of person-
al and professional standards.”
Vice Chief of Naval Operations
Adm. John B. Nathman echoed
those statements, saying he was

but a series of personal failings
was to blame, rather than a prob-
lem with the promotions system,

pleased the found no
systemic problems in the chain of
command

“A officer’s duties

y.

The Navy’s lead investigator
noted that personal misconduct
cases — things such as sexual im-
proprieties and alcohol abuse —
have accounted for the sharp rise.

From 1999 to 2002, only eight
commanding officers were “de-
tached for cause” due to personal
behavior. Over the following 18
months, until June 2004, 19 offic-
ers were punished for those fail-

ings.

Overall, 38 commanding offic-
ers, about 1.5 percent of the Na-
vy’s non-flag commanders, were
detached from January 2003 to
June 2004. Only 37 had been re-
moved from command in the previ-
ous four years.

The Navy study, released
Wednesday, dismisses major oper-
ations in Iraq and Afghanistan as
factors in the increase, noting the
service always holds its senior

Retain your rank and retirement bene

are to complete a mission success-
fully and to provide the conditions
of success,” he said. “The behav-
jor of a commanding officer must
be proper. It implies you have to
lead by example.”

Nathman said many of the per-
sonal behavior failings have oc-
curred just before or immediately
following deployment, which he
thinks might show officers “letting
their guard down” before and
after missions.

Navy investigators noted that
since June, only two officers have
been removed from command,
which they see as a sign the
18-month increase was just an
anomaly.

But the report does recommend
instituting a refresher course on
behavior and responsibilities for
all commanding officers, develop-
ing a self-assessment tool for com-

manders to monitor their actions,
and creating a peer evaluation tool
to provide another performance
perspective to the commanders.

In addition to unprofessional
conduct, officers can have their
command stripped for failing to
complete a mission, demonstrat-
ing poor leadership skills, or hav-
ing a catastrophic event, such as a
ship or plane crash, happen on
their watch.

Of the personal misconduct
cases reviewed by investigators,
eight in the last four years were re-
lated to alcohol abuse, including
several drunken driving arrests.
In the last two years, 13 involved
sexual misconduct, including five
related to sexual harassment or as-
sault, and two related to computer
pornography.

The lead investigator said he
found no connection between the
detachments and where the com-
manding officers served, their
command history or their level of
training.

Nathman said several of the re-
port recommendations have al-
ready been put in place, and he ex-
pects to see the rest enacted in the
near future.

E-mail Leo Shane at:
shanel@stripes.osd.mil

A growing problem
The Navy has completed a five-year study of cases where an officer has
been “detached for cause.” Released Wednesday, the study shows a sharp
increase in officers relieved of command, many for personal behavior issues,
such as sexual misconduct and alcohol abuse.
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Once you've decided to leave the military, think about going above and beyond in
the Air Force Reserve. In most cases, you'll retain your rank and there's no need

to repeat basic training. You'll also be able to continue accruing valuable retirement
benefits. To learn more, go to www.afreserve.com or call 800-257-1212.

800-257-1212 * www.afreserve.com

Source: U.S. Navy, Naval Inspector General
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GIs with combat experience
offered new recruiting deal

BY L1sA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Army
is offering soldiers with combat ex-
perience two weeks temporary
duty in the recruiting station clos-
est to their own hometown to help
recruit new members.

And to sweeten the pot, once
their recruiting obligations are
completed, soldiers can take per-
sonal leave, “as long as their com-
mander approves” the extra time
off, said Julia Bobick, a spokes-
woman for the Army’s recruiting
command at Fort Knox, Ky.

But soldiers can’t take advan-
tage of the deal while they are still
deployed, because of the costs of
bringing people back to the United
States from places such as Iraq,
Bobick said in a Tuesday tele-
phone interview.

Neither can soldiers who are sta-
tioned overseas use the new pro-
gram as a way to get a free trip
home, Bobick said.

But if a soldier is enlisted, sta-

E-1 AND ABUUE APPROVED

tioned in the United States, is 25
years old or younger, and has
served overseas in support of Op-
erations Enduring Freedom or
Traqi Freedom, he or she can
apply for the Special Recruiter As-
sistance Program, or SRAP, ar-
rangement, Bobick said.

In fiscal 2004, which ended in
September, the Army National
Guard missed its recruiting target
of 56,000 new soldiers by nearly
7,000 enlistees, or more
percent. The active Army recruit-
ed 77,587 soldiers, or 100.8 per-
cent of its goal, according to the Ar-
my’s Recruiting Command.

For the Army Reserve, the com-
mand recruited 21,278 soldiers, or
100.4 percent of its goal.

The goal for fiscal 2005 is to
bring in 80,000 new soldiers for
the Active Army and 22,175 sol-
diers for the Army Reserve.

As of Nov. 29, the last date for
which numbers were available, re-
cruiters had signed up 13,767 new
soldiers for active duty and 2,292
new soldiers for the Reserve.

After an orientation by the battal-
ion public affairs officer, soldiers
in the program may be called on to
speak at college and community
events, or participate in interviews
with local media, Bobick said.

Soldiers can claim reimburse-
ment for travel expenses and will
receive per diem for their tempo-
rary duty assignment time.

To apply for SRAP, go to the
U.S. Army Recruiting Command’s
Web site at www.usarec.army.
mil, or call (502) 626-0448/1.

a Burgess at
Borgessistripes osdmil
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IN THE WORLD

Fake-degrees problem

HANOI, Vietnam — More than
1,700 policemen in Vietnam have
been caught using fake degrees
and certificates to get promotions
and  raises, state-controlled
media reported Thursday.

A total of 1,076 got demoted
and another 97 were dismissed
from the police force for falsify-
ing their education and training,
the Pioneer newspaper said.

Some in the police force did not
get an official education and they
had to go to part-time classes and
other training in order to get sala-
ry raises, he said.

Major heroin bust

HONG KONG — A Sierra
Leone man who swallowed 74 pel-
lets of heroin was arrested at
Hong Kong’s airport for alleged
drug smuggling, the government
said Thursday.

Customs officers arrested the
33-year-old man on Wednesday,
when he arrived from Pakistan,
the government said in a state”
ment. He had planned to travel to
the southern Chinese city of
Guangzhou.

The suspect will be charged
with trafficking in a dangerous
drug, the government said.

N. Koreans’ fate sought

HANOI, Vietnam — Vietnam
said Thursday it is working to re-
solve the fate of six people be-
lieved to be North Koreans who
recently sought refuge at the
French and Swedish embassies
in Hanoi.

Last Friday afternoon, four peo-
ple claiming to be North Koreans
entered the French Embassy
while another two entered the
Swedish Embassy on Monday
night.

Diplomats from both those
countries have declined to speci-
fy whether the six are asking for
political asylum. The North Kore-
an embassy in Hanoi has said it
has no information on the matter.

More than 5,000 North Kore-
ans have defected to South Korea
since the 1950-53 Korean War.
Last year, the number of defec-
tors arriving in the South reached
1,285, up from 1,140 in 2002 and
583 in 2001.

S. Korea OKs research

SEOUL, South Korea — South
Korea will allow stem-cell re-
search to find cures for 18 diseas-
es such as diabetes, Alzheimer’s
and cerebral palsy, government
officials said Thursday.

South  Korea’s parliament
passed a law in January banning
human cloning, but left it to the
government to establish detailed
rules on stem-cell research.

Those guidelines were passed
by the Cabinet on Thursday and
will take effect on Jan. 1, said an
official at the Ministry of Health
and Welfare, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Under the guidelines, scien-
tists will also be allowed to use
fertilized eggs that are left over at

fertility clinics.
In February, a team of South
Korean became the

Thailand reportedly terror target

Recently discovered documents indicate attacks planned on resorts

BY SUTIN WANNABOVORN
The Associated Press

BANGKOK, Thailand — Terrorists are plot-
ting attacks next year at tourist resorts across
Thailand, according to documents found in
the house of a fugitive leader of the country’s
Islamxc insurgency, a senior security official

aid.

The rebels also plan to turn three Mus-
lim-dominated provinces in Thailand’s south
into a base for international terrorist groups,
the official told The Associated Press in an in-
terview on Thursda;

The plans indicate the insurgents want to
broaden a conflict in the south that has killed
more than 570 people this year, and fuel con-
cerns that their cause is gaining support
among Islamic extremists outside the coun-
try.

Gen. Kitti Rattanachaya, a senior security
adviser to Prime Minister Thaksin Shina-
watra, said the seized documents indicate the
separatists want to escalate their fight against
the Buddhist central government next year.

“The situation will be terrifying as the ter-
rorists open war on all fronts to divert atten-
tion from the southern area,” Kitti, a former
army commander in the south, told the AP.

He said the documents show that in 2005,

the militants plan to attack “soft targets” such
as the tropical beach resorts of Pattaya and
Phuket, which draw tourist from around the
world.

The documents were seized earlier this
year from the house of Masae Useng, a
former Islamic school teacher who the govern-

&k The situation will be
territying as the
terrorists open war on
all fronts to divert
attention from the
southern area.y

Gen. attanachaya
a senior security adviser
to Thailand's prime minister

ment accuses of masterminding a separatist
plan for Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat provinc-
es, which border Malaysia.

Officials have said previously that the sepa-
ratists have threatened to attack tourists sites,
but have not said where the information came

from.
Thaksin's government has struggled to
quell violence in the south that has swelled
since Muslim militants early this year rekin-
dled a decades-old dream of an Islamic state
from Buddhist Thai-

land.

Most of the deaths have been police and
local government officials killed in drive-by
shootings and small bomb blasts, while scores
of militants have died in crackdowns by secu-
rity forces who are accused of brutality.

Kitti said last year’s arrest in Thailand of
al-Qaida-linked terrorist suspect Riduan
Isamuddin, better known as Hambali, proved
that international extremists had operated in
Thailand for some time.

Hambali, a leader of the Southeast Asian
terrorist nétwork Jemaah Islamiyah, visited
southern areas three times before his arrest
in the central city of Ayutthaya, Kitti said.

Jemaah Islamiyah had cells in several
Southeast Asian countries and allegedly had
training camps in Philippines and Indonesia
before a regional crackdown after the Sept.
11, 2001, terrorist attacks in the United States
crippled its operations.

Kitti said more than 3,000 Thai Muslim mili-
tants had received military training over the
past seven years and thousands of stolen or il-
legally purchased weapons have been stock-
piled.

3 Chinese

Karzai picks new, old faces for Cabinet

jailed for
selling
fake milk

The Associated Press

BELJING — Three Chinese gro-
cery wholesalers have been sen-
tenced to prison for selling fake
milk formula that left a newborn
baby boy severely malnourished,
anewspaper reported Thursday.

The boy was one of more than
200 infants who suffered malnu-
trition after drinking phony for-
mula in the eastern province of
Anhui. An investigation later
found widespread milk powder
counterfeiting in the province. At
least 12 babies died.

Wholesalers Ma Dacheng, Lu
Jie and Gao Jian were sentenced
to jail terms of six months to
three years and fined by the
Taihe County Court, the Beijing
Youth Daily reported. The three
were tried only for selling the
fake milk to farmer Gao Zheng’s
baby son.

The wholesalers were in the
middle of a long distribution
chain.

It was not clear from the report
whether they knew that the pow-
der they were selling would make
children sick.

The 12 infant deaths were an

first in the world to successfully
clone a human embryo, and then
collect from its master stem cells.
From The Associated Press

to the govern-
ment of Chinese President Hu Jin-
tao, who has called for officials to
focus on protecting public health
and safety.

BY PAUL HAVEN
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai chose a new
Cabinet on Thursday, heeding
calls to sideline warlords from
top positions — including the de-
fense minister — and creating a
new post to oversee the fight
against opium producti

Defense Minister Mohammed
Fahim, a prominent Tajik war-
lord and the head of the northern
alliance that helped the United
States drive the Taliban from
power in 2001, was replaced by
his deputy, Abdul Rahim Ward-
ak, according to a decree an-
nounced by Karzai on Afghan
state television.

The new Cabinet was an-
nounced on state-run television,
but several government officials
leaked the list of Cabinet mem-
bers to The Associated Press
hours before the official an-

nouncement.

Wardak is a Pashtun who made
aname for himself as a command-
er in the 1980s fighting Soviet oc-
cupation, then fled abroad as the
country descended into civil war.

Southern warlord Gul Agha
Sherzai also
was re-
moved from
the Cabinet,
where  he
was public
works minis-
ter.

Finance
Minister
Ashraf
Ghani, a
former
World Bank
official credited with securing
large commitments of foreign
aid, was replaced by Central
Bank Governor Anwar ul-Haq
Ahadi, a longtime Karzai ally.
Ghani was likely to take over as

Karzai

chief of Kabul University, the offi-
cials said.

Foreign Minister Abdullah and
Interior Minister Ali Ahmad Jala-
1i, both popular in the West, were
Kept on.

However, at least one regional
strongman is joining the govern-
ment.

Ismail Khan, the powerful west-
ern warlord whom Karzai re-
moved as governor of Herat earli-
er this year, was given the pos
tion of water and energy minis-
ter.

The post is not considered a
top-tier position, but Khan's selec-
tion is likely to prompt criticism
from human rights groups, who
want Karzai to crack down on the
influence of warlords and build a
more professional political class.

In addition to the top spots, a
new Counternarcotics Ministry
was created, with relative un-
known Habibullah Qadari chosen
to runit.
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AP photos.

: Children play in the snow Dec. 15 in Santa's village on the Arctic
Circle in Rovaniemi, Finland, which lays claim tongue-in-cheek to hi

og

cabin there. Finland was horrified when a British family went public with
complaints that he gave them the brushoff. And then there’s the larger
question of whether Santa may lose his magic as his haunt becomes a

tor

ist attraction drawing hundreds of thousands of visitors.

Right: Santa talks with children in his village.

Santa’s magic tested

in his hometown

Famed tourist village in Finland realizes challenges of St. Nick business

BY MATTI HUUHTANEN
The Associated Press

SANTA’S VILLAGE ON THE
ARCTIC CIRCLE — Santa Claus
takes a long look at two English
children sitting on his knees.

“Have you been good?” he asks
gently.

The question might well be
thrown back in his bushy-bearded
face, considering the fuss a Brit-
ish family caused this month by
complaining that they spent a for-
tune to come to Santa’s village on
the Arctic Circle, only to be given
the brushoff.

Hilary Hughes, who brought
two daughters and four grandchil-
dren to visit Santa, claimed to the
Guardian newspaper in London
that they were told he was too
busy to see them, then finally re-
ceived themina dmmg room clut-
tered with dirty plates.

Finns, highly sensitive about
their nation’s image, were horri-
fied, and tabloid newspapers pas-
sionately bemoaned the damage
to Santa’s prestige. “This was
most unfortunate, and we can
only apologize profusely,” lament-
ed Jyrki Niva, manager of the
firm that arranged the trip.

He blamed a delayed flight, add-
ing: “We had 1,600 guests that
weekend, and there were no other
complaints. Everything else went
smoothly.”

But the flap may be just a symp-
tom of a deeper concern that the
Christmas spirit is getting lost as
the Santa industry gets bigger and
more regimented.

The Finns always have claimed
a special relationship with Santa,
and since the 1960s the idea that
Santa’s home is in Lapland has
been strongly promoted by travel
agents, the government and
Finnair, the national carrier,
which calls itself Santa’s official
airline.

Tourism took off in 1985 when
Santa’s first workshop opened
here, 520 miles north of Helsinki,
the capital.

Since then millions have flown
in to sit on Santa’s knee, ride rein-
deer sleds and snowmobiles, and
visit the husky farms that dot the
snowy landscape. Some 600,000
are expected this year, with more
than 250 chartered flights this
month alone arriving in Rovani-
emi, the capital of Finnish Lap-
land S miles south of Santa’s vil-
lage.

That's 25 percent more than
last year.

To get all those multitudes off
the plane, onto Santa’s knee,
around the attractions and out
again calls for clockwork timing.

“There is a danger we will be
swamped by the growing num-
bers, so we have to be very care-
ful when we plan,” said Niva.
“Quality must come before quanti-

Santa’s log cabin, originally
built for a visit by Eleanor
Roosevelt, widow of the U.S. presi-
dent, is now dwarfed by Santa’s
Office and workshops, the Santa
post office that receives more
than 500,000 letters a year from
all over the world, and dozens of
souvenir stores.

Then there’s SantaPark, a deep
cave where visitors can listen to
the sounds of Lappish nature and
throw frozen snowballs, and a bar
where drinks are served from ice
glasses at a room temperature of
14 degrees Fahrenheit.

At the newly opened Santa’s
Technology ~Park, companies
work in tourism and communica-
tion technology, including answer-
ing Santa’s letters and making
DVDs about Santa and Lapland.

And of course, Rovaniemi
boasts a Hotel Santa Claus. In
fact, three quarters of the work
force in the town of 35,000 direct-
ly or indirectly services the $460
million annual tourism industry.

Has the Santa business gotten
t00 big?

No one will say so on the record
for fear of hurting their own liveli-
hood. But privately, some are wor-
ried. One waitress fears that
“Santa saturation” — tourists are
shunted in and out as though on
conveyor belts — ultimately will
cause a backlash.

In his quiet, cozy grotto, Santa
won’t be drawn into the debate.

His real identity is a secret and
he won't answer questions about
himself. His unchanging message
is the well-being of children.

“It’s nice that children can have
lovely presents, but the most im-
portant thing is that they should
be made to feel secure and
happy,” Santa said. “In this way,
we can all have a better, safer
world.”

And for 8-year-old Guy Johnson
from England, the magic is still
very much there.

Santa is serious
business in Finland

Some 600,000 visitors will visit
Santa’s Village in the northern
reaches of the country.

| Arctic
Circle BN

timed like

clockwork
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e Santa he met in London
Wasnt the real thing, he said
knowingly after meeting Fin-
land’s Santa. i
Santa. He lives here. He was fan-
tastic.”

Across the globe, ‘pagan’ pines caught in church-state disputes

BY WILLIAM J. KOLE
The Associated Press

VIENNA, Austria — Pity the humble
Christmas tree — a lovable shrub with hea-
then roots that’s been dragged into the mid-
dle of bitter church-state separation squab-
bles stretching from France to Florida.

Historians say the Tannenbaum dates
to the Druids of northern Europe, who
lived several centuries before Christ and
used pine boughs to mark the winter sol-
stice. Even some evangelical Christians,

acknowledging its pagan past, jokingly
refer to their trees as “Babylon bushes.”

But because of the central role the
Christmas tree plays in modern celebra-
tions, others insist it's a de-facto religious
symbol that has no place in schools or
other public buildings.

Humbug, says David J. Robson, a U.S.
horticulturist who has researched the
tree’s storied past and contends the only
thing remotely religious about it is the
star or angel that’s perched on top.

“It's not a Christian symbol per se,”

Robson, who works with the University of
Illinois’ extension service in Springfield,
said in an interview. “It hasn’t done any-
thing wrong. It doesn’t have the ability to
do anything except bring some joy and
keep the soil from eroding before it’s cut
down.”

In France, the “sapin de Noel” has be-
come the focal point of a lively debate
over where it does and doesn’t belong.

A dozen students at a high school east of
Paris, convinced that a Christmas tree
their principal put up in the entry hall vio-

lates a law banning conspicuous religious
symbols in public schools, have pressured
administrators to remove it.

In Florida, a furor over whether Christ-
mas trees are unacceptable religious sym-
bols ended last week when officials re-
versed a decision to restrict their display
in public buildings.

US. courts have ruled that Christmas
trees are secular symbols, although some
have decreed that putting them up in pub-
lic places gives other groups the right to
place a holiday symbol in the same place.
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CHRISTMAS IN THE PACIFIC

Last-minute Santas keep base exchanges bustlmg

BY JENNIFER H. SVAN
Stars and Stripes

MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan —
Staff Sgt. Rod Parker walked out
of the base exchange Thursday af-
ternoon with two shopping bags,
toting clothes and a Nike winter
coat for his sons.

But with Christmas Day fast ap-
proaching, he still had a televi-
sion to buy for his children and
something for his wife, though he
had no idea what.

“I'm always a last-minute kind
of person,” he said. “I'll be back
this evening. I have to regroup.”

With less than two shopping
days to spare, customers
thronged to base stores across the
Pacific on Thursday in pursuit of
last-minute holiday gifts. In main-
land Japan, Okinawa, and South
Korea, shoppers bought up Xbox
video games and SpongeBob
DVDs, watches and diamond
rings, Christmas decorations and
a steam cleaner, to name some
items. They offered an array of ex-
cuses for waiting so long to finish
off their lists: deployments, busy
‘work schedules, habit, indecisive-
ness, laziness and the element of
surprise.
“Less time for my children to
find them in the house,” said
Navy Lt. Cmdr. James Brown,
while getting Christmas gifts
‘wrapped at Osan Air Base, South
Korea.

At Camp Foster, Okinawa,
‘Tammy Williams shopped for hus-
band Gunnery Sgt. Ceylon Will-
iams.

“He’s always with me, so I can
never shop for him,” she said. “A
friend of mine just PCSed here,
so he thinks we’re out shopping
for the children.”

Some parents who thought they
were done for the year headed to
the stores Thursday with a big
heart, deciding their kids really
needed one more item or two
under the tree or in their stock-

ing.
“You know, after you put the

GREG TYLER/Stars and Stripes

Petty Officer 1st Class Billy Reynolds said he realized at the last minute
that he still had some shopping to do for one of his children, so he
visited the Navy Exchange at Sasebo Naval Base, Japan, in search of
video games, magazines and other gifts on Thursday afternoon.

stockings together, you think ‘T
can put one more thing in
there,” said Misawa civilian
Kevin Radford, after buying
video games, CDs and other stock-
ing stuffers for his three boys.

Likewise, at Japan’s Sasebo
Naval Base Navy Exchange,
Petty Officer 1st Class Billy Rey-
nolds was hoping to find some
tips on good video games to buy
for one of his children.

“Well, I thought T had done pret-
ty good buying gifts, but then I
started wrapping and putting pre-
sents under the tree for my three
children when I noticed one of
them was coming up a little
short,” Reynolds said.

He is excited to give one of his
children a new handheld gaming

FRED ZIMMERMAN/Stars and Stripes

Army Sgt. Pierre Ngambo of the 58th Signal Battalion looks for jewelry
as a last-minute Christmas gift for his wife Thursday morning at the
Camp Foster Exchange on Okinawa. He said he always waits until the
last minute to buy gifts so he can get the best deal possible.

system, Nintendo DS, that was re-

cently released — they simply

flew off the shelves in the NEX be-

fore he found time to buy one, he
said.

“So I looked everywhere online
and they were all sold out. They
didn’t make enough, I believe.
But I decided to try my luck on
eBay.com and was able to find
one,” he said. “Now I'm looking
for some of the better DS games.”

Seaman Nelly Salazar, who
bought most of her gifts before
Thursday, planned some
last-minute shopping.

“In Sasebo there just isn’t that
much to do, and I have to work
Christmas. I had already bought
gifts for family and mailed those,
but today I'm buying things for
some friends. I waited partly be-
cause it is something to do,” she
said. “It also has to do with pro-
crastinating a little bit,” she
added.

Then there’s the wallop on the
wallet.

“But if you go and buy things lit-
tle by little, you don’t really real-
ize it as much as far as costs. Buy-
ing all at once, you feel like,
‘Whoa,’ ” she

Store ofﬁclals at Misawa ex-
pected sales to pick up the day be-
fore Christmas, said operations
manager Brian Benson, noting
the store was open 12 hours a day
throughout much of December
and was to open two hours early
at 7 am. Friday. This time of
year, the jewelry counter and elec-
tronics tend to be the busiest de-
partments, he said.

“Men always look at electron-
ics, computers and TVs and then
they get pulled over to the jewel-
ry counter for their wives — the
seasoned husbands” that is.

Mostly men lined the store’s
jewelry counter Thursday after-
noon, including Maj. Malcolm
Johnson, who planned to buy his
wife a 1-carat diamond ring for
Christmas.

Thursday,

FRANKLIN FISHER/Stars and Stripes
Getting in some last-minute Christmas shopping for his three kids

lian contractor Mike Millspaugh moves into the checkout

line in the base exchange at Osan Air Base, South Korea.

“She always wanted a bigger
one, so I think this is probably a
good time to do it,” he said.

Across the store in Power Zone,
digital cameras were hot. “T've
sold 10 digital cameras today,”
said AAFES

who works for the 7th Air Force,
was at the base exchange with his
%hnppmg cart filled to overflow-
with last-minute Christmas

glﬁs for his three young children.
“This is my day off, figured I'd
swing in here,” he

Power Zone associ- said.
ate John Welch. &k You know, ‘While many pa-
The Xbox game trons left stores
Halo 2 and porta- after you put Thursday  pro-
ble DVD players . claiming they
were big sellers, the stockings were done Christ-
he said. mas shopping,
Some shoppers  LOgelher, YOu  Parker, the Misa’
said this year they wa staff sergeant,

shopped only on
base or online and
avoided down-
town stores be-
cause of the poor
U.S. dollar to Japa-
nese yen ex-
change rate. Oth-
ers said it was the
only show in town.

“Being overseas
it’s tough because
the shopping is limited,” said
Osan Air Base civilian contractor
Mike Millspaugh, because it’s
only on base that he can expect to
find the American products he

wants.
Millspaugh, a single parent

think ‘I can
put one more
thing in
there.’¥” “T

Kevin Radford
Civilian, Misawa Air

made it as far as
the food court
with clothes for
his  kids before
turning around.

thought
about a leather
coat for my wife,”
he said while
browsing through
the women’s sec-

Base, Japan

on.
How long would he shop?
“It depends on how frustrated I
get,” he said.
Franklin Fisher, Greg Tyler and Fred
Zimmerman contributed to this story.
E-mail Jennifer H. Svan at:
svanj@pstripes.osd.mil
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CHRISTMAS IN THE PACIFIC

Navy spouse Julie Baker helps
dinner prepared by Navy and ci

PHOTOS BY GREG TYLER/Stars and Stripes

rve a free homecooked Christmas
n spouses Thursday night under

tents just outside Sasebo Naval Base’s Spare Time Bowling Center
during the Single Sailors Christmas Party.

Party brings holiday
fun for single sailors

BY GREG TYLER
Stars and Stripes

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan
— Single sailors and guests here
leaned back in their chairs satis-
fied Thursday night after a
belt-tightening home-cooked
meal served at the Single Sailors
Christmas Party.

Sponsored by the Sasebo Navy
League Council; Wardroom Asso-
ciation; Morale, Welfare and Rec-
reation; United Service Organiza-
tions; Officers’ Spouses Club and
other base groups, the party fea-
tured the meal, door prizes, free
bowling, video games and bil-
liards at the Spare Time Bowling
Center.

After a couple of plates full of
turkey, ham, dressing and giblet
gravy, Petty Officer 3rd Class Cor-
nelius Frost from the USS Fort
McHenry said word of the party
spread through the ship about
five days ago. The ship returned
Wednesday from a humanitarian
relief mission in the Philippines.

“This food is so good. Everyone
was very positive knowing this
party would happen, although
there are still some that just pre-
fer to get off base when in port, or
even head up to Fukuoka. Some
just stay on the ship for whatever
reason. This is a great alterna-

Jerry Havens,
left, president
of the Sasebo

Naval Base
Navy League
Council, was

busy Thursday
orchestrating
free bowling at
Sasebo’s
Spare Time
Bowling Cen-
ter during the
Single Sailors
Christmas
Party.

tive,” Frost said, then headed
back for desserts.

Shipmate Petty Officer 2nd
Class Chad Leno planned to fly
home to Oregon on Friday and
spend two weeks with his family.
He eased into the Christmas spir-
it by partaking in the food cooked
and served by Navy and civilian
spouses.

“This is really good,” he said,
looking down at a plate holding at
least five dessert items. “This is
way, way better than eating in the
ship’s galley. Way better.”

Meanwhile, inside the Spare
Time Bowling Center, more than
200 single sailors and guests
packed the bowling lanes and
video-game areas, while some
were shooting pool and others
mingled and socialized.

“Putting on this party, and serv-
ing the meal, seeing that they
enjoy it like they do ... it kind of
makes you feel like you're doing
it for your own [family],” said
Beth Martin, a Navy League
Council member, —elementary
school teacher and wife of Capt.
Bradley Martin.

Between dishing out servings
of cornbread dressing, she added,
“It's really very nice knowing

how they are enjoying thi

reg Tyler
tylerg@pstripes.osd.mil

Right: More than 1,200 participants ran in the
Annual Jingle Bell Jog on Wednesday at Iwakuni
Marine Corps Air Station, Japan. Runners were
encouraged to dress up in Christmas costumes to
spread holiday spirit to base residents.

Above: The Marine Corps’ Santa Claus — Master
Sgt. Harrell L. Bellous Jr. — got into the jog’s
holiday spirit by tossing candy canes from atop his
jolly Humvee.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF LUKAS J. BLOF
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan

... and a Santa
m a Humuvee

FRED ZIMMERMAN Stars and Stripes
Members of the Kadena High School Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps spent nearly 90 minutes
Wednesday caroling at the U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa. Seventeen students — and one 2004 Kadena
graduate — made the trip to spread Christmas cheer. Kadena’s JROTC, h has made caroling trips to
the hospital for more than five years, walked through the hospital, stopping in different wards to sing.
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IN THE STATES

Ex-Conn.
governor
pleads

guilty

BY MATT APUZZO AND
JOHN CHRISTOFFERSON

The Associated Press

NEW HAVEN, ‘o1 —
Former Gov. John G. Rnwland
driven from office by a corrup-
tion scandal, pleaded guilty
Thursday to a_ single federal
charge that carries a sentence of
up to five years in prison.

After reaching a deal with pros-
ecutors, Rowland pleaded guilty
to one count of conspiracy to steal
honest service, a felony that also
carries a possible $250,000 fine.

The plea deal ends the
two-year-long investigation into
corruption in the administration
of Rowland, who resigned July 1
after 92 years in office. Row-
land’s lawyer, William F. Dow
111, acknowledged the former gov-
ernor was “the recipient of cer-
tain gratuities.”

Prosecutors told the judge that
Rowland  accepted ~ $107,000
worth of vacations, work on his
cottage and free flights from state
contractors and others.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Nora
Dannahey said the single charge
also involves a conspiracy to de-
fraud the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice.

U.S. District Judge Peter Dors-
ey advised Rowland that as a con-
victed felon he would not be able
to vote or hold public office.

“There was an effort being
made to deprive Connecticut citi-
zens of the honest services of its
officials,” Dorsey said.

Federal guidelines call for a
sentence of 15 to 21 months in
prison, the lawyers involved said.
Sentencing was set for March. In
addition to the possible sentence
and fine, prosecutors said he
could be forced to pay more than
$35,000 to the IRS in unpaid
taxes and interest.

“Obviously mistakes have been
made throughout the last few
years, and I accept responsibility
for those,” Rowland told report-
ers after entering the plea. “But I
also ask the people of this state to
appreciate and understand what
we have tried to do over the past
25 years in public service.”

The written plea agreement
does not require Rowland to testi-
fy against others.

Gov. M. Jodi Rell, who took of-
fice after Rowland stepped down,
said she felt “deep personal disap-
pointment.”

“While we knew that this day
might come, we were never real-
ly prepared for the reality of it.
Today the state of Connecticut
was humiliated, and I, as John
Rowland’s former running mate
and colleague, feel personally be-
trayed. When 1 first heard the
news, I felt like I was punched in
the gut.”

Don Wilmoth uses a snow blower to clear over eight inches of snow in front of his home in Columbus, Ind.,
'on Wednesday. Heavy snow fell Wednesday morning across southern and central Indiana in the first wave of
a winter wallop that was expected to dump as much as a foot of snow in some places.

Winter weather disrupts
holiday travel across U.S.

BY KIMBERLY HEFLING
The Associated Press

EVANSVILLE, Ind. — Frigid temperatures, blast-
ing wind and more snow than some places normally
see in a year left parts of the Midwest and South para-
lyzed Thursday, and transformed a section of high-
way in southern Indiana into a parking lot.

The winter storm dumped double-digits of snow
from Ohio to Wyoming, the Texas Panhandle to the
Great Lakes, disrupting pre-Christmas travel. Motor-
ists in parts of Mississippi and Tennessee were
warned Thursday to stay off highways iced up from
freezmg rain. Hundreds of thousands lost power in

“We re still stuck here. It’s been about 13 hours,”
Ken Sabatini, 52, of Leawood, Kan., said Thursday
morning. He, ‘his wife and two children were traveling
to Cincinnati for Christmas. “Its cold oulslde and
we’re doing our best to stay inside the car.”

Temperatures fell to 12 degrees overnight, and Sa-
batini said some motorists had run out of gas and
were sleeping in a stranded Greyhound Bus to stay
warm.

The Indiana National Guard was bringing stranded
motorists from I-64 to hotels in Evansville or the Red
Cross offices.

Gov. Joe Kernan declared a disaster emergency for
portions of the state and urged a delay in Christmas
travel to allow time for roads to be cleared.

The Wednesday snowfall at Evansville of 19.3 inch-
es shattered the record for any single day, set Feb. 25,
1993, when 10.9 inches fell. It was also well over the
normal yearly total of 14.2 inches.

Paducah, Ky., got 14 inches, more than the yearly
norm of 10, and state police closed down a 13-mile
stretch of the I-64 in both directions west of Louisville.

Ohio was a patchwork: up to 16 inches of snow in
some places, but a combination of snow, sleet and rain
in the northeastern part of the state. Electric compa-
nies serving most of the state said 310,000 homes and
business were without pover.

In Illinois, where up to 20 inches of snow fell, fore-
casters warned that wind chills would reach as low as
25 below zero.

Cincinnati was looking at about 20 inches before the
system, with its high winds and freezing tempera-
tures, moved on.

Parts of Arkansas looked forward to only the ninth
white Christmas in 120 years as the storm barreled
across the state.

Slain pregnant lady

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — The
‘woman accused of strangling a
‘mother-to-be and cutting the
baby from her womb often
faked being pregnant to get at-
tention, even though she had
her tubes tied 14 years ago, ac-
cording to her ex-husband.

Carl Boman, of Bartlesville,
OKla., told Kansas City televi-
sion station WDAF-TV on
Tuesday that he thinks his
former wife, Lisa M. Montgom-
ery, became so wrapped up in
her pregnancy story that she
needed to come up with a baby
to save face.

“I believe it drove her, this
fact that she didn’t want to be
proven wrong in this situa-
tion,” Boman said. “People
‘were looking at her like some-
thing wasn’t quite right.”

Montgomery has  been
charged with the death of Bob-
bie Jo Stinnett, 23, who was
found dying in her Skidmore,
Mo., home Dec. 16. The baby
Sunnett had carried for eight
‘months was missing.

Montgomery has been inca-
pable of having a baby since
having her tubes tied in 1990
after delivering a baby girl, ac-
cording to her ex-husband.

Sudafed minus meth

EVANSVILLE, Ind. — The
‘maker of Sudafed is offering a
new version of the cold and al-
lergy medicine without an in-
gredient often used to produce
the illegal and highly addictive

methamphetamine  in
homemade labs.

Pseudoephedrine will be re-
placed with another sub-
stance, ine, in a

As arctic air surged into the Mi i
Valley, a combination of freezing rain and sleet made
The

nghway Patrol urged motorists to suspend their trav-
el “at least until midmorning,” said agency spokes-
man Warren Strain.

At least seven weather-related traffic deaths were
reported — three in Ohio and one each in New Mexi-
co, Arkansas, Texas and Oklahoma.

Nine people received minor injuries in a series of ac-
cidents on a snowy interstate in Wyoming just north of
the Colorado state line.

In Amanllo Texas, 3.7 inches of snow fell Wednes-

re than triple the previous record for the date.

Hundreds of fhghts were grounded and others de-

layed Wednesday at Dallas-Fort Worth International
rport.

Cloned pet cat raises ethical questions

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — The first
cloned-to-order pet sold in the
United States is named Little
Nicky, a 9-week-old kitten deliv-
ered to a Texas woman saddened
by the loss of a cat she had owned
for 17 years.

The kitten cost its owner
$50,000 and was created from
DNA from her beloved Maine
coon cat, named Nicky, who died
last year.

“He is identical. His personali-
ty is the same,” the owner, Julie,
said in an interview. She asked
that her last name and hometown
not be disclosed because she said

she fears being targeted by
groups opposed to cloni

The company that created Lit-
tle Nicky, Sausalito-based Genet-
ic Savings and Clone, said it
hopes by May to have produced
the world’s first cloned dog — a
much more lucrative market than
cats.

The kitten’s creation and sale
reignited fierce ethical and scien-
tific debate over cloning technolo-
gy, which is rapidly advancing.

“It’s morally problematic and a
little reprehensible,” said David
Magnus, co-director of the Center
for Biomedical Ethics at Stanford
University. “For $50,000, she
could have provided homes for a
lot of strays.”

GENETIC SAVINGS AND CLONE/AP
Little Nicky was created by the
Sausalito, Calif.-based company
Genetic Savings and Clone. His
owner paid $50,000 for him.

new product called Sudafed
PE, Pfizer Inc. spokeswoman
Erica Johnson said Wednes-
day. Pfizer will continue to
offer the old Sudafed, too. In
many states, pharmacists keep
Sudafed and other cold medi-
cines used to make meth be-
hind a counter.

Kerik resigns firm

NEW YORK — Citing the
“distraction” created by the
rash of allegations against him,
former police commissioner
Bernard Kerik has resigned
from Rudolph Giuliani’s con-
sulting firm.

The announcement came
less than two weeks after
Kerik, amid questions about a
nanny-housekeeper he em-
ployed, gave up his nomina-
tion as the next U.S. homeland
security chief. He has also
been accused of having extra-
marital affairs and dealing
with a construction company
suspected of mob ties.

“The events surrounding
my withdrawal have become
an unfair and unnecessary dis-
traction to the firm and most
importantly to the work they
do at the firm,” he said at a
news conference Wednesday
in Manhattan.

From The Associated Press.
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Company gun-shy
about touting toy

Kids’ classic Christmas gift comes
wrapped in mystique, controversy

BY MELISSA NELSON
The Associated Press

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — In pop-
ular culture, the Red Ryder BB
gun is “the Holy Grail of Christ-
mas gifts,” but the maker of the
present so desperately desired by
Ralphie Parker in the movie “A
Christmas Story” is gun-shy
when it comes to publicity.

“They are a classic American
brand, but anytime you talk about
selling guns to Kids in today’s soci-
ety, they are pariah,” said New
York-based toy consultant Chris
Byrne, who isn’t surprised that
Daisy Outdoor Products doesn’t
boast about the gun’s popularity.

Daisy would answer only limit-
ed questions and a spokesman em-
phasized that the company’s BB

guns are not toys.

“They are not purchased by
children and should not be used
by young people without adult su-
pervision,” said Joe Murfin, Dai-
sy’s vice president of marketing.
“A BB gun or an air gun is an ap-
propriate Christmas gift assum-
ing the parent making the gift is
willing to take the time to work
with the young person and teach
them gun safety and marksman-
ship.
The gun, named for the comic
strip cowboy Red Ryder, re-
mained a favorite among chil-
dren for decades and was the in-
spiration for the 1983 movie “A
Christmas Story,” about a young
boy in the 1940s who longs for
“an official Red Ryder, carbine
action, 200-shot, Range Model

Little Rock, Ark., sporting goods store employee Matthew Waton poses with a packaged Daisy Red Ryder
BB gun Tuesday. Despite the mass appeal of the BB gun — and being the object of desire for Ralphie Parker

in “The Christmas Story” — the toy’s manufacturer is reluctant to publi

air rifle with a compass on the
stock and this thing which tells
time.”

Despite the cult popularity of
the movie, and the zest for Daisy
and Red Ryder memorabilia
among collectors, the company
has for years shunned publicity.

Recent negative news could

contribute to the company’s de-
sire to keep a low profile.

Last year, Daisy settled a law-
suit brought by the government
that alleged defects in 7.5 million
high-velocity, multi-pump pel-
let-BB rifles marketed to shoot-
ers age 16 and up.

Daisy collector Neal Pun-

ize the controversial gift.

chard, who wrote a retrospec-
tive coffee-table book to mark
the company’s first century, said
it is a shame that such a venera-
ble American institution has got-
ten overlooked because there is
such an anti-gun backlash. “But
then, anyway you slice it, they're
selling guns to kids,” he said.

New Jersey’s ban on
carols sparks debate

BY DAVID PORTER
The Associated Press

NEWARK N.J. — As a Jewish
y growing up in Texas, Joel
Schwartzberg performed many
traditional Christmas songs in the
elementary school choir.
Uncomfortable about singing
evangelical versions of songs
such as “Silent Night,”
Schwartzberg kept his lips sealed
during those parts. He remem-
bers being told by his teacher that
he had to sing all the words if he
wanted to participate.
Schwartzberg said those memo-
ries surfaced this month when
the South Orange-Maplewood
school district decided to ban in-
strumental Christmas carols at
school-sponsored  holiday ~con-

certs.

The Alliance Defense Fund, an
Arizona-based organization that
funds legal actions in cases involv-
ing religious expression, is consid-
ering challenging South Or-
ange-Maplewood’s decision in
court.

“When these school boards
start censoring Christ out of the
holidays, they’re on the wrong
side of the Constitution,” said
Gary McCaleb, the group’s senior
counsel. “I’s a kind of Orwellian
doublespeak, in my mind.”

Jessica Schneider, a 16-year-
old who plays in the ensemble
band at Columbia High in Maple-
wood, called the district’s Christ-
‘mas carol ban “kind of silly.”

“Personally, I don't know any-
one who objected, and as a stu-

A

Joel Schwartzberg holds his daughter, Mylie, at a holiday display in
Maplewood, N.J., last week. Schwartzberg says he supports his school
district’s ban on Christmas carols at school holiday concerts.

dent who's part of the school’s

Jewish population, I would think
I'would have,” Schneider said.

“To me, it’s just music and it's

giving the cummunity something

be about

v ”Schwanzherg S a line can

be drawn.
“When students are compelled
to engage in evangelical activities
— even without intent or prosely-
izing — with the alternative
being nothing except to sit out, T
think that’s not appropriate.”

Program helps moms get home for holidays — and beyond

ST. PETERSBURG (FLA.) TIMES/AP

Tanya Y. Pickle weeps as she sits next to
Atlanta Falcons running back Warrick Dunn,
right, and her youngest son, Kendrell Miller,
1, in her new home in St. Petersburg, Fla.

The Associated Press

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — Tanya Pickle
fought for some semblance of control as Atlanta
Falcons football player Warrick Dunn handed
her the keys to her new home.

It was a losing battle.

Tears rolled down the smgle mother’s face as
she stammered a surprised “thank you” to the
man helping her pay $115,000 for a place that
she and her two boys can call their own.

“You can cry,” said softly, and that Pick-
le did, as she toured the three-bedroom,
two-bath home, furnished right down to choco-
late chip cookies in the cookie jar and a Christ-
mas tree in the living room.

“Thank you, thank you,” Pickle, 28, kept re-
peating before a crowd that included housmg of-
ficials and her new neighbors. “I love it!”

Pickle, who works as a shipping and receiving
manager for a small St. Petersburg company, is
among 52 single moms and 135 children and de-
pendents aided by the Warrick Dunn Founda-

tion’s “Homes for the Holidays” program in St.
Petersburg, Tampa, St. Louis, Atlanta and Baton
Rouge, La.

Dunn, a former Tampa Bay Buccaneer,
launched the program in 1997 in memory of his
own single mother, who had longed all her life
for her own home — and died without having

ne.

“This is why the program is so special,” Dunn
said quietly. “Because you can help other peo-
ple live their dream.”

With the foundation’s assistance, Pickle got
the home at a discount. Dunn contributed
$5,000, the city gave $10,000 in the form of a
“forgiven loan” that will expire after 10 years;
the federal Department of Housing and Urban
Development contributed $37,950.

Pickle put down $2,000 of her own money and
will make total payments of $611 per month for
a mortgage of about $65,000, according to
Karen Cioce, community lendmg officer for Am-
South Bank, who assisted in the closing.

Foragers turn
holidays green
with mistletoe

BY PHYLLIS SPEIDELL
The Virginian-Pilot
(Norfolk, Va.)

SUFFOLK, Va. — Jay Mat-
thews put the shotgun to his shoul-
der and fired a single shot high
into the branches of a tree.

The 15-year-old smiled as his
catch fluttered to the ground — a
prime clump of mistletoe, shiny
green leaves, waxy white berries
and Christmas money in his pock-

et.

Shooting mistletoe from the
treetops is a time-honored tech-
nique for harvesting the holiday
greenery that usually grows too
high for plucking from the
ground. For Jay, an enterprising
sophomore at Western Branch
High School in Suffolk, it's a fami-
ly tradition and a way to earn
some money.

But this method is by no means
the only way to harvest the tradi-
tional holiday smooching incen-
tive.

For the past 16 years, Ron
Holmes of Hampton has used a
gentler way. The mechanic, who
trims trees in his spare time,
scrambles as high as 100 feet up
trees to hand pick the best
boughs.

Mistletoe isn’t something peo-
ple grow. It spreads from tree to
tree via birds, especially the
cedar waxwing, a migratory bird
that loves the berries.

Holmes delivers some of the
mistletoe to retailers such as Nor-
folk Wholesale Floral and gives
away even more to friends and
co-workers.

The profits, usually only a few
hundred dollars, go to the five
Holmes children for their Christ-
mas shopping.
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Ga. shipbuilders played Santa in 1944

1,500 volunteers worked for free on Chrlstmas to get one more vessel out by year’s end

BY RUSS BYNUM

The Associated Press

BRUNSWICK, Ga. — With the
Battle of the Bulge raging in west-
ern Europe during World War II,
workers at a Brunswick shipyard
were determined to deliver one
‘more ship by year’s end.

To get the job done, laborers
were needed around the clock on
Christmas Day. About 1,500 vol-
unteered — and they worked for
free.

Newspapers across the United
States carried the story in their af-
ternoon editions Dec. 25; 60 years
later their hard work and generos-
ity remains a point of pride in the
coastal city.

“We were Santa Claus,” re-
called 81-year-old Nanelle Surren-
cy Bacon.

The shipyard built freighters to
carry troops and supplies to the
front lines of World War II.

It made its December quota be-
fore the holiday, launching its
sixth ship Dec. 23, 1944. But
Bacon and her co-workers at J.A.
Jones Construction Co. shipyard

were determined to do more.
Bacon and John Clyde Smith,
who supervised 100 electricians
at the shipyard, could not remem-
ber whose idea it was to build
seven ships in December and do-
nate their Christmas overtime
pay to the sailors taking those ves-
sels overseas. But Bacon remem-
bers reporting for a 16-hour work-
day and seeing a Christmas tree,
which her supervisor had cut
from the woods, posted by the

front gate. During breaks over
crackers and Coca-Cola, she led
co-workers in singing “Silent
Night” and “O Little Town of Be-
thlehem.”

In photographs from that
Christmas, a man dressed as
Santa Claus kneels on the docks
with a blowtorch, flanked by two
female welders.

“Shipyard workers here put in
their eight hours today — free,”
read one Associated Press dis-

patch from Brunswick. “It was a
Christmas present for the fight-
ing forces on the front line.”

After Christmas, workers re-
ceived their holiday overtime
checks already separated from
their normal pay. They signed
those checks over to the U.S. Trea-
sury and turned them in to the
shipyard’s 13 union leaders.

J.A. Jones Co. then matched
the workers’ gift, donating an ad-
ditional $16,080.

AP

World War Il ship builder Nanelle Surrency Bacon holds a photograph of herself, while at her home in Jesup,
Ga. The photo was taken in 1944 during a christening ceremony of a U.S. Navy ship. Bacon is shown at
center in the 1944 photo. Bacon and her fellow shipbuilders met their quota and them some that year.

On Dec. 30, the Brunswick ship-
yard launched its seventh ship —
the William Cox.

“You could feel the enthusiasm
of the person over the intercom
system,” Bacon said. “It made
you feel like you had almost given
your heart or your life for the
country. ... We just walked
around and hugged each other
and patted people on the back. It
was a celebration.”

On Jan. 2, 1945, the Brunswick

workers received congratulations
in a wire telegram from Vice
Adm. Emory S. Land, chairman
of the U.S. Maritime Commission.

“This is a performance un-
equaled by any of the six-way
yards,” Land wrote. “By exceed-
ing the deliveries expected of it,
your yard has made an extra con-
tribution toward hastening the
day of victory.”

The  3,500-ton  freighters,
known as Liberty ships, mea-
sured 447 feet long and were rela-
tively crude vessels — stemming
from the Allies’ need to build
ships faster than German U-boats
could sink them.

Using prefabricated parts that
were welded rather than riveted,
average production time was cut
from 18 months to one month.
The ships cost about $2 million
apiece.

“She isn’t much to look at,
though, is she? A real ugly duck-
ling,” President Franklin D.
Roosevelt said after first seeing
blueprints for Liberty ships in

941.

The fleet, however, proved
vital to the war effort. Author
Walter W. Jaffee, who has written
four books on the ships, says sim-
ply, “We couldn’t have won the
war without it.”

The Brunswick shipyard built
99 of the 2,710 Liberty ships
launched from 1941 until the
war’s end in 1945. It closed soon
after the war.

O tacky tree, o tacky tree

Museum curator turns joke into Christmas movement

BY PAUL NOWELL
The Associated Press

BREVARD, N.C. — The guest book was blank on
arecent morning at the world’s only museum for alu-
minum Christmas trees.

It was impossible to tell whether no one had been
visiting — or if visitors were simply ashamed to
admit having stopped at a shrine to holiday tacki-
ness.

What began as a joke in 1991, with a single shiny
tree retrieved from the trash, has become an obses-
sion for curator Stephen Paul Jackson. The home de-
signer, 48, confesses to fond feelings for his collec-
tion of eversilver trees.

“I really like the retro look of the 1950s,” Jackson
said as he led a lone visitor on a tour of the museum,
which fills part of the lobby of a college music hall in
this town in North Carolina’s western mountains.
“As a designer, I like their slmpllclty They don’t try
to compete with a real tre

When Jackson started his collection 13 years ago,
raising his lone voice in defense of the fake Christ-
mas tree, he unwittingly started a movement.

“ have a group of volunteers and fans who expect
to see this every year,” he said.“I can’t let them
down.”

If it is schlock they want, Jackson is only too
happy to oblige — often dressed in a vintage ma-
roon-and-gold paisley sports coat that would be
right at home on the set of the latest “Austin Pow-
ers” movie.

Jackson struggles to keep a straight face as he re-
cites the full name of his museum: The Aluminum
Tree and Aesthetically Challenged Seasonal Orna-

ment Museum and Research Center, or ATOM for
short.

This year’s collection includes 30 trees of all
shapes and sizes. Jackson even put a satellite muse-
um on tour by shipping 25 more trees to a friend
who is displaying them in Nashville, Tenn.

In the foyer of Brevard College’s Porter Center
for the Performing Arts, vintage Christmas music
floats through Jackson’s treasure grove of silver,
green and blue trees. The “Elvis Tree” has photos of
the King hanging from its branches. The “Toilet
Tree” has copper-colored floats for ornaments and
is adorned with strands of pink, yellow and blue
shower curtain connectors.

The museum also features a silver-belled “Bing
Cmaby Tree” and a blue-limbed “Frank Sinatra
Tree” that pays tribute to O’ Blue Eyes.

One tree sports pink flamingo ornaments, while
another, sent from Australia, features koala bear
and kangaroo ornaments.

The “Election Bush” has a political theme, and
was particularly popular four years ago, during the

lorida recount, Jackson said: “We decorated it
with swinging chads.”

Jackson’s first tacky tree was a joke from a friend.
Jackson returned the joke by holding a tacky orna-
ment tree-trimming party. When subsequent annual
parties outgrew Jackson’s living room, he relocated
the display, first to Brevard’s American Legion hall
and other locations. This year, he accepted an offer
from the college to use the music hall’s lobby.

Despite the absence of names in the guest book,
Jackson said the museum averages about 100 visi-
tors per day, many of them attending concerts or
other events.

Stephen Paul Jackson, curator of the Aluminum Tree and Aesthetically
Challenged Seasonal Ornament Museum and Research Center, is

shown with one of the trees in:

ide the museum in Brevard, N.C.
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| hear that Olympic gold-medal skater Brian Boitano had

knee surgery. How's he doing? — Michael J., Spokane,
Wash.

“I was off the ice for three months before the surgery but

feel great now,” Boitano, 41, told us from his San Fran-
cisco home. “When I can'’t do the jumps and spread eagles
that my fans expect, I'll hang up my skates.” You can see
him Jan. 1 on NBC in the
eighth annual “Brian
Boitano Skating Spectac-
ular” from Las Vegas.

Has Rebecca Romijn

found love since di-
vorcing John Stamos? —
Scott Harris, Denton,
Texas

It sure looks that way.

Rebecca, 32, has
hooked up with another
actor — Jerry O’Connell,
30, now appearing as a
detective on NBC's
“Crossing Jordan.” The
lovebirds began dating
seriously last summer
while  filming “The
Alibi,” and both recently
finished shooting “Man
About Town,” starring
Ben Affleck.

Recently divorced Rebecca
Romijn has found, er, love
again with Jerry 0’Connell, her

co-star in “The Alibi.”

President Bush called Karl Rove “the architect” of his

re-election. Any personal info on Rove? — John Cunning-
ham, Aptos, Calif.

Mr. Bush has several nicknames for Rove, 54, including

“Boy Genius” and “Turd Blossom” (because, a friend ex-
plains, “something is sure to pop up” when Karl is around).
A multimillionaire from his days in the direct-mail busi-
ness, Rove lives in Washington, D.C., with his wife, Darby,
and son, Andrew, 15.

What are the odds that two of my favorites, Harrison Ford

and Sharon Stone, will reprise their most famous roles —
Ford as Indiana Jones and Stone in “Basic Instinct”? — Le-
onard Boris, Trenton, N.J.

We're told that financing has been secured for “Basic In-

stinct 2,” and a script is being written for a fourth Indi-
ana Jones adventure. But time waits for no man — or
woman. At 62, Ford may be getting too old to crack the
whip. And, at 46, Stone looks great but may be a little stiff
when she crosses her legs.

Please settle a bet among friends. We know G.A. McKe-

vett, author of the Savannah Reid mysteries, is the pen
name of a noted writer but can't agree who. Is it Mary Hig-
gins Clark, Sue Grafton or Janet Evanovich? — Linda Mul-
laney, Middle River, Md.

None of the above. G.A. McKevett — whose weight-con-

Iscious heroine has solved nine mysteries with such gas-
tronomic titles as “Peaches and Screams” — is really Sonja
Massie, who has penned dozens of steamy romance novels
under her own name. McKevett's 10th case, “Murder a la
Mode,” is due out next month.

| heard that some of The Rolling Stones have medical
oproblems. Will that affect their future? — Rick Ryan,
Media, Pa.

At their age, it's hard to say. Drummer Charlie Watts, 63,

is doing well after treatment for throat cancer. Guitarist
Ronnie Wood, the baby in the band at 57, has done stints in
rehab for alcohol. They have no immediate plans to tour,
but the Stones — Watts and Wood plus Mick Jagger and
Keith Richards, both 61 — are working on a new album for
2005.

The Bobby Darin biopic, “Beyond the Sea,” made me

wonder: How's Sandra Dee doing? — Kay Nolan, Chica-
go, Il
A“Mom is still beautiful and feisty at 60, despite medical

concerns (she’s on kidney dialysis),” says Dodd Darin,
43, the only child from the couple’s 1960-67 marriage. “She
was speechless after a private showing of ‘Beyond the Sea’
and thought it was a fitting legacy to Dad, who died of a
heart condition in 1973 at age 37. I have not seen her so
jazzed about anything in a long time.”

There's no end in sight for the increasingly aged Rolling Stones, though hard living has to catch up with them sometime.

| haven't seen the Sweeten kids on “Everybody Loves

Raymond” since your item on them a few months back.
Where have they been? — Ruth Rainford, West Windsor,
N.J.

The Sweetens — Madylin, 13, and twins Sullivan and

Sawyer, 9 — missed the first few episodes of the season
due to contract negotiations. But they’ve appeared recent-
ly (and get paid even if they don’t work). “They’re avail-
able for new shows when ‘Raymond’ quits production this
spring,” their mom, Lizz, tells us. “But theyll be fine
whether they’re on TV or not.”

Is Laurie Dhue of the Fox News Channel just another

pretty face, or is she a real journalist? — Charles A. Har-
rington, Boynton Beach, Fla.

Dhue, 36, may look like a Barbie doll, but the former

ICNN and MSNBC anchor has the curiosity and drive of
a “real journalist.” She could be sitting in a New York stu-
dio reading headlines, but Dhue begged to be sent to an
overseas hot spot. She got her wish and now reports from
Israel.

Reprinted by permission of Parade magazine. © 2004 Parade Publica-
tions, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Why is Christmas always on December 257

Explanations compete about Christmas Day

The Nativity as depicted by French artist Paul Gustave Dore for his
1865 book, “The Bible.” There are competing explanations regarding
‘why Christmas is celebrated on December 25.

BY RICHARD N. OSTLING
The Associated Press

In simultaneous pre-Christmas cover stories,
Time and Newsweek magazines sifted with skepti-
cism the narratives of Jesus’ birth in Matthew and
Luke, the only accounts we have since no other
chroniclers recorded this obscure peasant’s nativity.

It’s far less important than those historical de-
bates, but there’s also a small disagreement about
why the church later chose Dec. 25 for Christmas.
Two main theories compete.

One notes that in A.D. 274, the Roman Emperor
Aurelian inaugurated Dec. 25 as the pagan “Birth of
the Unconquered Sun” celebration, at the calendar
point when daylight began to lengthen

Supposedly, Christians then borrowed the date
and devised Christmas to compete with paganism.

Aurelian’s empire seemed near collapse, so his
festival proclaimed imperial and pagan rejuvena-
tion. Prior to 274 there’s no record of a major sun
cult at the Northern Hemisphere’s winter solstice
(the year’s shortest day, which actually occurs be-
fore Dec. 25).

William Tighe, a church history specialist at Penn-
sylvania’s Muhlenberg College, champions the
exact opposite theory.

Aurelian almost certainly created “a pagan alter-
native to a date that was already of some signifi-
cance to Roman Christians,” Tighe wrote last De-
cember in Touchstone, a Chicago-based magazine
for Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant traditional-
ists. True, the Christians later appropriated Aureli-
an’s festival into their Christmas.

But Dec. 25 “appears to owe nothing whatsoever
to pagan influences,” Tighe asserted. He said the pa-
gans-first theory originated only three centuries ago
in the writings of Protestant historian Paul Ernst
Jablonski and Catholic monk Jean Hardouin.

Tighe acknowledged that the first hard evidence
of Christmas occurring on Dec. 25 isn’t found until
A.D. 336 and the date only became a fixed festival in
Constantinople in 379.

However, the definitive “Handbook of Biblical
Chronology” by professor Jack Finegan (Hendrick-
son, 1998 revised edition) cites an important refer-

ence in the “Chronicle” written by Hippolytus of
Rome three decades before Aurelian launched his
festival.

Hippolytus said Jesus’ birth “took place eight
days before the kalends of January,” that is, Dec. 25.

Tighe said there’s evidence that as early as the sec-
ond and third centuries, Christians sought to fix the
birth date to help determine the time of Jesus’ death
and resurrection for the liturgical calendar — long
before Christmas also became a festival.

The New Testament Gospels say the Crucifixion
happened at the Jewish Passover season. The “inte-
gral age” concept, taught by ancient Judaism
though not in the Bible, held that Israel’s great
prophets died the same day as their birth or concep-
tion.

Quite early on, Tighe said, Christians applied this
idea to Jesus and set the Passover period’s
for the Feast of the Annunciation, marking the angel
Gabriel’s announcement to Mary that she would
give birth. Add nine months to the conception date
and we get Dec. 25.

Last year, Inside the Vatican magazine also sup-
ported Dec. 25, citing a report from St. John Chrysos-
tom (pamdrch of Constantinople who died in A.D.
407) that Christians had marked Dec. 25 from the
early days of the church.

Chrysostom had a further argument that modern
scholars ignore: Luke 1 says Zechariah was perform-
ing priestly duty in the Temple when an angel told
his wife Elizabeth she would bear John the Baptist.
During the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy,
Mary learned about her conception of Jesus and vis-
ited Elizabeth “with haste.”

The 24 classes of Jewish priests served one week
in the Temple, and Zechariah was in the eighth
class. Rabbinical tradition fixed the class on duty
when the Temple was destroyed in A.D. 70 and, cai-
culating backward from that, Zechariah’s class
would have been serving Oct. 2-9in 5 B.C. So Mary’s
conception visit six months later might have oc-
curred the following March and Jesus’ birth nine
months afterward.

“Though it is not a matter of faith, there is no good
reason not to accept the tradition” of March 25 con-
ception and Dec. 25 birth, the magazine contended.

Holidays a time of bigger crowds, opportunities for churches

BY JAY LINDSAY
The Associated Press

BOSTON — To describe his feelings at
the pulpit during a jam-packed Christmas
worship service, the Rev. Paul McPheeters
talks “Monday nght Football.”

The excitement of speaking in front of a
big holiday crowd is like a player’s during
the prime-time game, he says. So many wor-
shippers attend only on the holidays, and
every preacher wants the service to be
memorable and moving.

The result, says McPheeters, of Forest-
dale Community Church, is that when he
stands in the pulpit he’s just “a little more
jacked up about it” than on a typical Sunday.

So are many of his colleagues. Around
the country, ministers in churches big and
small are preparing to welcome the annual
rush of visitors who attend just on Christ-
mas or Easter. These “Holiday Christians,”
as some call them, come for many reasons
— whether they’re dragged by family mem-
bers or attracted to a hopeful message dur-
ing what can be a time of loneliness.

Pastors and priests say they strive to be
friendly, inspirational and clear about the
Christmas message of God coming to earth
to redeem humanity.

But whether it’s music, drama or homi-
lies, church leaders know that whatever
they do must be done exceptionally well,
said the Rev. Daniel Benedict, director of

worship resources at The United Method-
ist Church General Board of Discipleship.

“Culturally, the expectations are extreme-
ly high for Christmas,” he said. “Worship
services that don’t meet the high expecta-
tions are doomed to failure for everyone, but
panicularly for the guests that are there in-
frequently.”

Despite its commercialization, Christ-
mas remains a time of personal and spiritu-
al reflection, and that makes people open to
the Christian message, said Gerald Mann
of the Riverbend Church in Austin, Texas.

“This is the time of year to shine the
light on all the dark places in your head,”
Mann said. “I think it’s God’s declaration
that no matter how secular society gets,
you can’t kill God.”

Pastors say they don’t want holiday visi-
tors to feel guilty because of their infre-
quent attendance or embarrassed because
they’re unfamiliar with church rituals.
Some churches don’t take offerings, so visi-
tors won't feel the church is just after their
money.

“We don’t want people singled out or
feeling awkward,” said the Rev. Gordon
Hugenberger, pastor the historic Park
Street Church in Boston. “We're thrilled
they’re here.”

Churches offer a variety of ways to tell
the Christmas story, from simple candle-
light services to elaborate musical presenta-
tions. For instance, the “Christmas Bursts

Into Beauty” presentation at Washington
Cathedral in Redmond, Wash., features a
live manger scene, soloists and harpists.

Involving children is a way to grab the at-
tention of visiting parents and grandpar-
ents who come to watch them. It also em-
phasizes how God came to earth as a child,
said the Rev. Erwin Lutzer of The Moody
Church in Chicago. He gathers his congre-
gation’s children around him to tell the
Christmas story during his service.

And, yes, he and other pastors get ner-
vous when they look out at the congrega-
tion.

“There’s a certain mood,” Lutzer said.
“We all want to do well. We want to make
Jesus look good, if I can put it that way.”

The Rev. Joseph Juknialis, associate pas-
tor at St. Peter and Paul Parish in Milwau-
kee, said Christmas is one of those times
“when you really wish you could preach
well.”

McPheeters said that, for the first five of
his 20 years in ministry, his main thought
before the Christmas service was “Lord, get
me out of here.” But as years have passed,
he’s learned to rely on God to work through
him, he said. Benedict of the Methodist
board said that kind of thinking can help.

“Perhaps that is what unbinds the ten-
sion in this,” he said.

Pastors interviewed said they don’t do
much to follow up with Christmas visitors,
apart from routine steps such as sending

AP

The Rev. Paul McPheeters, pastor at the
Forestdale Community Church in Malden,
Mass., said Tuesday he expects crowded
church services during the holiday season.

letters to those who sign a guest book.
White, of Washington Cathedral, said he re-
lies on the Christmas story to draw people
back.

“The Christmas message itself is inspir-
ing to people who come from an un-
churched background,” White said. “If it's
an inspiring experience for people ... that
takes down a lot of barriers.”
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Mallard Fillmore (Dec. 25)

Ky

has positives

I would like to ask the writer of
the letter “Hunting photo unneces-
sary” (Dec. 14) what hunting has
to do with proving our manhood.
Does that mean the numerous
women who hunt are trying_to
prove their womanhood? But
maybe she is right, it is so much
better to see an “innocent animal”
starve to death, suffering for
months, because of overpopulation
and lack of food.

1 will agree with the writer on
one thing: Yes, there are a few
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people who are barbaric with
hunting and to my knowledge
that is called poaching.

1 understand that people have
different views, but to be called a
“coward” and a “yahoo” because
of a sport that I and many others
enjoy is just too much. I could
think of many names that people
with her point of view could be
called, but I refuse to stoop to
name-calling. Instead I will think
of her and smile when I am enjoy-
ing my next dinner of venison.

Sgt. Timothy C. Irwin
Baqouba, Iraq

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Looking at
the news

A weekly sampling of
U.S. editorial cartoons
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OPINION

What newspapers
are saying at home

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press
and other stateside syndicates.

Iraq vote amid the bloodshed
Los Angeles Times

The attack Tuesday on a U.S. military
base in northern Iraq that killed more than
20 people ... provided graphic evidence that
the insurgency is little diminished.

Many of the guerrillas driven from Fallu-
jah last month when U.S. officials pro-
claimed a major victory moved to Mosul and
other cities and continue to wreak havoc.
President Bush’s belated admission Monday
that suicide bombers are “having an effect”
understated the problem. ...

Some Sunni leaders already are urging a
boycott of the elections, which will choose a
transitional national assembly to write a con-
stitution and pick a prime minister. This is a
mistake on their part. A boycott would un-
dercut, though not destroy, the legitimacy of
the b.Allolmg But it would ensure that Sun-
nis have even less of a voice in the future of
their nation.

For Washington, the main concern is pro-
tecting thousands of polling places in order
for the election results to be deemed credi-
ble. Bush said Monday the training of Iragi
security forces had produced “mixed” re-
sults. That was another understatement —
many troops have fled when attacked. We
can only hope that an Iraqi government with
more legitimacy might command more loyal-
ty and a greater willingness among police
and soldiers to stand and fight.

Trouble is, for that to happen the election
that could provide that greater legitimacy
needs to be held, and protected.

Reaction to verdict disturbing
Chicago Tribune

Outside the California courtroom where
jurors sentenced convicted murderer Scott
Peterson on Dec. 13, hundreds of onlookers
let out a cheer and high-fived each other
when they learned of the recommendation
that he be put to death.

The disturbing scene conjured images of
public square hangings in colonial America,
where a giddy, almost celebratory mood
hung in the air the way it might at a summer
Little League championship.

Forget whether one believes Peterson to
be innocent or guilty, deserving of death or
life in prison. This kind of reaction was an
embarrassment. ... In the case of the Peter-
son trial, [the crowd’s] size and exuberance
were fueled in part by the disproportionate,
lurid interest cable television and tabloid
news took in this particular trial. .

Death sentences may well be an expres-
sion of a community’s moral outrage toward
the crime committed, but high-fiving? Death
gs sport? There was nothing to celebrate

ere.

Insurers add to Fla. damage
Florida Today, Melbourne

The state Cabinet was right to extend an
order stopping insurers from canceling the
policies of owners unable to get hard-to-ar-
range repairs for hurricane-damaged
homes. ...

ut why stop with half-measures, when
i obvious the state should prohibit any in-
surer operating in Florida from canceling
any homeowner policy just because of hurri-
cane damage —notjust [or a few weeks, but

I case the insurance businesses don't
quite understand the deal they make with
customers, let us explain: Property owners
pay large sums each year for coverage in
case of disaster. Insurers are supposed to
pay claims promptly.

For them 1o cancel policies in what
amounts to a punishment for making claims
is ludicrous.

But it’s so common that the moratorium

& TUE EVENT OF
! INFURul\:%TlNG &LLPHONE BLATHER,
EARPLUGS WILL DROP

FROMTHE OVERHEAD.

was needed to protect the home-mortgage
market, which faces a classic Catch 22. Dam-

man has a good point, and Rumsfeld’s lame
response only further illustrates just how

aged homes are but al mort-

pared the Pentagon and military brass

gaged homes must be insured

That just got a temporary fix. Now, the
state must prohibit all insurers from dump-
ing customers simply for seeking the cover-
age they paid for.

Hamm helped all find the net
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Mia Hamm didn't invent women’s soccer,
nor did she blaze the trail allowing women
on the field. But she turned what had been a
dirt road into an interstate highway, presid-
ing over an era of astronomical growth and
popularity for women’s soccer.

For nearly two decades, she has been the
best women’s soccer player in the world. .
Ms. Hamm retired with 158 goals in interna-
tional competitions, the most of any soccer
player in history, male or female.
whole generation of young soccer players,
Ms. Hamm served as an inspiration. ...

Mia Hamm'’s influence stretches beyond
soccer. Born only months after the passage
of Title IX, she symbolizes a second wave in
the rise of women’s athletics; sports once rel-
egated only to high school and college fields
are now ticketed spectator events with main-
stream fans and corporate endorsements. ..

As Ms. Hamm repeats ad nauseam in in-
terviews, the success of U.S. women’s soc-
cer isn’t just about her, Four of Ms. Hamm’s
teammates on the gold-medal winning Ath-
ens Olympics team also played for the na-
tional team starting in the 19805 — and most
are also on the verge of retiring. To Julie
Foudy, Kristine Lilly, Brandi Chastain, Joy
Fawcett and Mia Hamm, we say thanks, and
enjoy the view from the sidelines.

Time to ‘reset the force’
Yakima (Wash.) Herald-Republic

While griping in the ranks is a military tra-
dition, a member of the Tennessee National
Guard took it to a new level when Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, who had
dropped by a base in Kuwait for a brief pep
talk, got peppered himself instcad.
iy do we soldiers have to dig through
local landils or pieces of scrap metal and
compromised ballistic glass to up-armor our
vehicles?” Spe. Thomas Wilson, a member
of the Tennessee National Guard, asked of
the Pentagon chief. “We do not have proper
armored vehicles to carry with us north.”
Chalk one up for the grunts. The guards-

were for an extended deployment in Trag.
More than 21 months after President
Bush declared “mission accomplished,”
there is a crying need for what is called, in
military jargon, “resetting the force.”
[Clurrent efforts at resupply and upx,rade
too slow and not enough. And it
shouldn't take the quizzing of the defense

chief by an enlisted man to point that out.

Army’s account doesn’t add up
The Lima (Ohio) News

‘The Army [this month] provided a couple
more examples of why it is becoming in-
creasingly difficult to believe what one
hears —at least what one hears first— from
the milita

The drowning death of an Elida [Ohio] na-
tive in Iraq appears to be the most recent
Army information blunder. The circum:
stances of Staff Sgt. Aaron Todd Reese’s
death last December will have to wait until
an investigation is complete, but there’s lit-
tle reason for optimism about the Army,
given the track record.

Reese fell from a patrol boat into the Ti-
gris River south of Baghdad in December
2003. Another soldier, Spc. Todd Bates, a
20-year-old Bellaire native, jumped into the
water to rescue Reese, but both men
drowned. .

US. Rep. Bob Ney early this month asked
the ‘Army 1o investigate the deaths. The
Bates family contacted the St. Clairsville Re-
publican after a soldier said Bates and
Reese were forced to use a boat to patrol
that lacked safety equipment. .

Perhaps if we could trust the Army to re-
lease accurate information, people like the
Reese and the Bates families wouldn't have
to go through this. ... The Army is making
the families of fallen soldiers suffer a second
time.

Movement fails honesty test
The Anniston (Ala.) Star

Most “reforms” — whether liberal or con-
servative — come as part of a political agen-
da. Consider charter schools. A couple of de-
cades ago conservative ideologues, upset
with the power of teachers’ unions and edu-
cation lobbyists, began blaming what they
felt was the sad state of seiools on the bu-
reaucrats that ran thing:

"To deal with the probiems that they invent-

ed, reformers on the right ... latched on to
the idea of charter schools. Under the char-
ter system, certain schools would continue
to get tax money but would be freed from all
the rules and regulations that conservatives
claimed were holding them back. ...

Now, after a decent period of experimenta-
tion, the results are coming in. And guess
what? According to a report just released by
the U.S. Department of Education, on tests
administered in 2003 to fourth- graders in
public schools (including charter schools),

charter school students did not do any better
than regular school students and in math
they did significantly worse. ... Charter
schools are not producing what was prom-
ised. So why does the Bush administration

and the GOP continue to push charter
schools as a better way to educate our young
people? Could it be that the real purpose is
not to improve education but to reduce the
political influence of groups like the Ameri-
can Federation of Teachers? Do you think
that the supporters of charter schools would
sacrifice student learning and taxpayer
money to accomplish that? Sure looks that
way from here.

Make the right call on flights
Rochester (N.Y.) Democrat
hronicle

Many stressed-out travelers look forward
to the moment when an airline attendant
asks them to please turn off their cell phones
and wireless Internet devices.

Flights provide one of the few stretches in
modern times when a person can’t answer a
phone, can't reply to an e-mail and can't
check stock prices. Floating far above all the
work that's waiting, airline passengers find
peace, quiet and calm

Well, no more, says the Federal Communi-
cations Commission. It voted, on [Dec. 15],
to allow high-speed Internet connections on
airplanes. Cel phones may be next

the announcement, the FCC has
been flooded with e-mails from people bez.
ging it to maintain the ban on cell phones
during flights. We agree that spending hours
trapped in a tight cabin surrounded by peo-
ple discussing their shopping lists is nothing
to look forward to

Of course, there’s always hope that enter-
prising airlines will capitalize on this devel-
opment by offering communication-free sec-
tions. ..

In the meantime, people should savor
quiet flights, knowing that they may one day
look back fondly on a time when it was poss
ble to be incommunicado.
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Federal Supplemental Education
Opportunity Grant (FSEOG)

Spouse Tuition Aid Program
(Overseas only)
Scholarships

Loans (Need to be paid back)
Statford

Education financing alternatives for Navy spouses

Tyve Name Range Given by
Grants (Don't have to be paid back)
Pell $400 to $4,000 a year Federal government

$100 to $4,000 a year

State Variable
$1,500/yr undergraduate
$1,750/yr graduate
Variable

$2,625, $3,500 and $5,500

Perkins Up to $4,000 Federal govt. through schools

Private Variable Non profits, corporations
Other

Federal Work-Study Program Variable Schools

Secured loan Variable Bank/credit union

Home-equity loan Variable Bank/credit union

Credit cards Variable Banks

Federal government
through schools

States

Navy-Marine Corps Relief

Non profits, corporations,
schools

Federal govt. through banks

Stars and Stripes

here are ways to find
ime, money for school

Susie Besaw, from the book “The Savvy Sailor’s
Spouse,” is new to the military lifestyle but is eager
to learn more about how to manage her family and
her new lifestyle through the monthly Family Readi-
ness Group meetings of her husband Jake’s new
command.

fter the break, Bob continued talking about
how Susie could reach her education goals.
“Remember we are working backward to
achieve Susie’s goal of building custom da-
tabases with her own company. We have an idea of
how much she won’t make if she decides not to go
back to school. We also have a good estimate of what
it will cost for her degree. Assuming we’ve found
her the right school, let’s figure out how she’s going
to pay for it. Anybody have any ideas how to pay for
adegree?”

“Put it on a credit card?” a
sailor in the back joked.

“Possibly, as a last resort,”
Bob replied with a smile. “But
there are less expensive ways.

“Here’s a handout on college
financing including:

Grants — which do not have
to be repaid.

Loans — which have to be re-
paid usually with interest de-
ferred unul graduanon

t's walk through a sum-
mary of these different alterna.
tives and try to figure out how
Susie is going to find the money she needs to finish
her degree.

“Remember, families are granted financial gov-
ernmental aid based primarily on their Expected

Money U.

Ralph Nelson

For the time-strapped

Through the miracle of the Internet, there is
an easier way to earn a degree called distance
learning. Thousands of people earn their college

Stores mull wine
to loosen wallets

BY AMY MERRICK
The Wall Street Journal

When the two women first
stopped by Boogaloos Boutique
one recent night, they didn’t buy
anything. When the pair returned
to Penny Scheetz's store three
hours later, they were a tad tipsy.

One lingered over a cable-knit
sweater with a snowflake design.

“Go ahead,” Scheetz overheard
one woman urging her friend.

“Yowve done worse things
when you were drunk. Just buy
it.” She did, for $110.

It was Thursday in Decatur,
Ga., the night of the town’s weekly
Terrific Thursday party. A yellow
school bus upholstered with wild-
ly colored fur, paid for by the city,
transported shoppers around the
downtown shopping district. At
some stores, they enjoyed appetiz-
ers — and glasses of wine.

Small urban shopping areas
have long tried to keep shoppers

from visiting faraway malls or
larger chains by opening late and
offering sizable discounts. Now,
many across the country are add-
ing something extra to keep the
cash tills lubricated: a drink or
two, or three.

A'month ago, Melissa Daniel, a
28-year-old technology consult-
ant in Chicago, hit an evening holi-
day party at a trendy Brazilian
boutique called SOLEPassion.
She recalls tossing back two glass-
es of without eating

deg‘rees each year using online Dis-

ce learning was developed specifically to pro-
vlde the flexibility needed to fit the busy sched-
ules of students trying to manage a career or
family, including military spouses.

When you are deciding on which school to at-
tend, consider the following:

B Accreditation. Is the school regionally or na-
tionally accredited and do the instructors hold
appropriate degrees? If not, the school may be a
diploma mill. Avoid diploma mills. They love to
take advantage of servicemembers, their spous-

es, and others who don't research them thor- | | P
oughly.
M Student You want to b luat-

dinner, “and suddenly everything
started looking good.” She ended
up with two sweaters costing
$100 each. Two weeks later, she
went to a sample-sale party, held
by several merchants, sipped
more champagne, and bought a
$200 discounted Gucci duffel bag
that hadn’t seemed necessary
when she was sober.

“T always like everything T
she says. “I just end up
spendmg more than I planned.”
shopping district

ed on a regular basis. If you're not, you may be
caught up in a diploma mill. What good is a de-
gree if you are not being graded?

M Research materials. Make sure the school of-
fers plenty of easy-to-find and use research mate-
rials for your coursework. You don’t want to be
searching everywhere to finish your assignments.

W Course content. Make sure you are getting
the full learning experience instead of just com-
pleting reading assignments.

M Student/teacher interaction. Are you going
to be interacting with your professor and other
students? Make sure you can use chat rooms, in-
stant and maybe

Family Contribution, or EFC,
formed by the Free Application for Federal Sludenl
Aid, or FAFSA. Students must submit an FAFSA in
order to apply for Federal Pell Grants, Perkins
Loan, Stafford Loans, work study, and support from
state and nonstate schools.”

“Where can I get a FAFSA?” someone asked.

“You can download them from the Web,” Bob
said.

“Is there any tuition assistance for spouses like
there is for servicemembers?” Sharyn Sun, our mem-
bership chair, asked.

“No,” Bob replied. “There is no military spouse tu-
ition assistance except for some military support or-
ganizations such as Navy Relief — and then, it’s usu-
ally not enough to cover everything. That’s why I
made this chart of both public and private sources.”

“Are we limited to one source of financing or can
we combine the different grants, loans and other
sources to cover costs?” Sharyn asked.

“You can get financial assistance from multiple

i s (o T e o G

gy works.
— Ralph Nelson

sources,” Bob replied. “That’s what many students
have to do. Let’s talk about the different financing
options, starting with grants.

“The federally awarded Pell Grant is between $400
t0 $4,000 a year — awarded based on your EFC, the
cost of attendance and your enrollment status. It’s
awarded to the neediest undergraduate students who
have not yet earned a bachelor’s or higher degree.

“The Federal Supplemental Education Opportuni-
ty Grant, or FSEOG, is a $100 to $4,000 per school
year campus-based grant — meaning the college
gives it — and is awarded to the neediest undergrad-
uate students who have not yet earned a bachelor’s
or professional degree.”

SEE EDUCATION ON PAGE 23

of Qumcy, 11L, which was losing
customers to nearby Springfield
and St. Louis, has turned Christ-
mas shopping into a social event.
Stores serve champagne during
the December “Candlelight and
Champagne” shopping evening,
which started about five years
ago. Outside, the eight-block, his-
toric area is decorated with lumi-
narias — sand-filled paper bags lit
by a candle — Christmas wreaths
and music.

“Ladies come in their fur coats
for the evening,” says Karol
Ehmen, executive director of the
Historic Quincy Business District.

Ehmen has shared the idea
with other Some

Columbia University students
Katie Cizewski, left, and Elizabeth
Cedars take a break from shop-
ping in front of H & M’s holiday
window in New York last week. In
an effort to attract customers —
and pull them away from larger
competitors — some boutiques
are offering incentives like free
wine and chocolates.

Some shops have been known to
cut off customers in mid-spend-
ing, and drinking. At a fall 2003
private shopping party at a bou-
tique called Armoire, owner Nan
Hager watched one intoxicated
‘woman pick out $1,200 in clothes
and jewelry. Hager insisted she
leave the goods behind at the
Bradenton, Fla., store, and call
back the next day when she was
sober. In the end, the shopper
stuck with her order.

Camille Wright, owner of the
Kaleidoscope Boutique in Deca-
tur, serves only clear-colored
drinks, just in case there are any
spills. Wright says her customers
are mostly well-behaved, al-
though she recalls last fall that
one drunken shopper spent
$1,500 on a fur-trimmed coat,
jeans and other clothes after a
visit to a city beer festival.

e bad news for smaller
stores is that their larger competi-
tors are trying the same trick.
Two weeks ago in Chicago, Ne-
iman Marcus stationed bartend-

say their customers wouldn’t be
attracted by free alcohol. She sug-
gests they give out chocolate in-
stead.

The laws governing who can
serve alcohol vary dramatically
among states. Often, they’re also
subject to the interpretation of
local liquor boards. In Illinois, for
example, it's illegal to give away
alcohol, except at private parties.
In Texas, stores can give away al-
cohol if they don’t charge an entry
fee. In New Jersey, a store would
need to hire a caterer.

Other ticklish problems arise.

ers its four-story
building to serve customers at-
tending the “InCircle” shopping
party for big spenders.

Brendon Frank wasn't expect-
ing a tipple when he showed up at
Banana Republic’s flagship San
Francisco store last December.

Five  glasses later, the
28-year-old cancer researcher had
added to his girlfriend’s Christmas
loot. He spent $50 more than he in-
tended. Frank reckons the value of
the champagne he drank out-
weighed the cost of the extra mer-
chandise. “I ended up coming out
ahead,” he claims.
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Signs of ‘debting’ problem

Q:Iam alicensed therapist who has filed for bank-
ruptcy three times so far — two Chapter 7 liquida-
tions and one Chapter 13 plan. If I make
$150,000 a year, I spend every single dime. What M Compulsive shopping, mcludmg belng unable
can I do to get my credit back and stop this mad- to pass up a bargain, makmg impulsive purchases

and not using items you've purchased.

W Difficulty in meeting basic obligations, and an
inordinate sense of accomplishment when
such obligations are met.

M Getting a different feeling when buy-
ing on credit instead of cash, such as feel-
ing of being “in the club.” Living in chaos
and drama around money.

W Taking financial risks, including going
without health and car insurance or writ-
ing checks hoping money will appear to
cover them.

W Unwarranted inhibition and embar-
rassment in what should be a normal dis
cussion of money.

W Overworking or underearning, such as
working extra hours to earn money to pay
creditors.

If any of these signs ring a bell, you
might want to gel more information from the Debt-
ors Anonymous Web site at www.debtorsanony-
mous.org, or call (781) 453 2743.

The good news is that you can treat this problem
and keep the madness at bay. The bad news is that
you may have to give up the lded uf hmng unse-

redit ever again. If y bout
though lhal 'sa pretty small prlce for havmg samty
returned to your life.
4 . Liz pulliam Weston is the author of Your Credit Score: How to
such as not knowing your checking account balance ~ Fi ve and Protect the 3-Digit Number That Shapes Your
or being clueless about your monthly expenses. Fmarlclal Future.” Questions for Money Talk can be submittex

e ourm 2 her web site, http:/www. lizweston com, although she
W Frequently “borrowing” items or money from regre!s that she cannot respond personally to queries.

WEDNESDAY'S MARKET SUMMARY EXCHANGE RATES
o —

Japanese yen (D¢

firiends and failing to return them.
B Poor savings habits and failing o plan for taxes,
and other

A You 've used the correct word to describe your
condition, all right.

Repeatedly spending yourself into bank-
ruptey is a kind of insanity and one thavs  Money Talk
probably not treatable with a financial R —
self-help book or two.

Many people wind up in bankruptcy
court after a serious financial setback, such
as uninsured medical bills or a _lob loss.
Their bankruptcies are a once-in-a-lifetime
event; they learn from their mistakes and
move on. By contrast, you've dug the same
hole three times and still think you’ll some-
how be able to handle credit in the future.

Lots of your fellow citizens would consider
you to be an abuser of the bankruptcy sys-
tem, but the real victim is you. You probably
haven’t been able to accumulate much in the
way of assets or wealth; anything you had has proba-
bly long since been seized to pay your creditors.

Whatever is driving your compulsive consumer-
ism needs serious treatment. Therapy is one option;
s01is a 12-step program like Debtors Anonymous.

DA is based on the principals of Alcoholics Anony-
mous and identifies the following as some of the
signs of what it calls “compulsive debting”:

W Being unclear about your financial situation,

Liz Pulliam Weston
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Education: Financial aid
options are available

EDUCATION, FROM PAGE 22

“The Navy-Marine Corps Re-
lief offers the Spouse Tuition Aid

with their active-duty service-
members. STAP is a grant of up to
50 percent of tuition for on-base
education programs, up to a maxi-
mum of $300 per undergraduate
term, $1,500 per academic year;
or $350 per graduate term, $1,750
per academic year. Full-time at-
tendance is not required and grad-
uate studies are supported.”

avy spouses may be awarded
a scholarship based on community
or civic sen’lce exlra curricular

mined when the student applies
based on financial need and the
amount of money the school has
available that year.

“One advantage of the Perkins
Loan is you don’t have to start re-
paying it until nine months after

al chool or
load drops
below part time. The federal gov-
ernment pays the interest on the
Perkins loan while you are in
school and during the nine-month
grace period. You also have 10
years to repay the loan.

“The total Federal Work Smdy
award depends on
apply, your level of heed and the
fundmg level of your school If

the student’s or parents employer
and organizational memberships.
The scholarship amounts awarded
are all over the map, and you may
need to apply for them every year
you are in school.”

“If grants and scholarships
don 't cover costs, you should line

up loans. The problem with loans
is they have to be paid back.”

“Are education loans expen-
sive?” Mary McCarthy, our trea-
surer, asked.

“No, they usually have low in-
terest rates,” Bob answered.

“The Stafford Loan is a popular
federal-based loan that you may
or may not need to pay interest on
while in school. First-year stu-
dents can borrow up to $2,625 on
Stafford Loans; second-year stu-
dents can borrow $3,500; and
third-year students can borrow
8$5,500. The amount borrowed is
determined after subtracting Pell
Grants and other aid from the
cost of attending school.

“The Perkins Loan is another
education loan the government of-
fers. The amount you can borrow
is based on the school you are at-
tending. These are available for
undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents through your school’s finan-
cial aid office and are based on ex-
ceptional need. Loans can be
given directly to the student or ap-
plied toward the student’s tuition.
The specific amount of the award
— up to $4,000 — will be deter-

be paid by the hour. If youre a
graduate student, you might re-
ceive a salary.

“Finally, if you still need more
financial aid, you may borrow
from the private sector, but you
have to use their own application
process and these loans vary de-
pendent upon your degree type.”

“What if I need more to finish
my degree?” the sailor asked.

“If you still need more,” Bob re-
plied, “you can go to banks or
credit unions where you can bor-
row against a savings account. If
you own a home, you can borrow
against your home’s value
through a Home- equity loan. This
is referred to as a secured loan.

“Your last option — to be con-
sidered only after all other ave-
nues have been exhausted — is
credit cards. But these loans
carry high interest rates as you
all may know.”

Copies of Ralph Nelson's books — “Th
Savvy Saflor” and “The Savvy Naval
icer” — can be purchased by writing
o Master Plan Inc. 500 ashington
., P.0. Box 10071, Rockville, MD 20849
ST OnIE ot wwwSavey.onweh.com:
This article is written and the book is
s0ld with the understanding that nei-
ther the author nor Stars and Stripes
are professional financial advisers. If
you need advice, please seek pi
al assistance. The author specifically
disclaims any liability, loss or risk —
personal or otherwise — incurred
consequence, directly or indirectly,
Geing or appiying any of the nforthation
contained in this article or the bool
E-mail for fee
finance@stripes.osd.mil

asa

BY NANCY DUNNAN

Kids.gov links to over 400 Web
sites from government agencies
to school and educational organi-
zations, all geared to the learning
level and interest of kids.

The site teaches kids about
doing homework, picking a ca-
reer, exploring outer space, cre-

Web sites for kids

ating an art project, taking care

zles and short animated movies.

Fin dviser, economist and
Security analyst Nancy bunnan is
the author of “How to Invest 850 to
he writes a weekly column
Tortheoninemvestar-com

Discover why
so0 many people
are saying...

JI FirstCommand

www.FirstCommand.com
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Officer suspended

VIRGINIA BEACH

— A police officer ar-
rested during an alleged
drug buy has been suspend-
ed from the force.

Jason Todd Armentrout,
30, who is being held with-
out bond in the city jail,
was off-duty and not
armed when he was
taken into custody, po- ¥
lice said. adil

Don Rimer, a po-
lice spokesman, said Armentrout’s
arrest came after his name sur-
faced amid a much larger investi-
gation. The probe by the depart-
ment’s Special Investigative Nar-
cotics Unit began almost one year

ago.

Its target has been people in-
volved in the possession, sale and
distribution of illegal narcotics,
specifically Ecstasy and metham.
phetamine, Rimer said.

Investigators saw Armentrout
and other suspects and watched as
they attempt to purchase Ecstasy,
Rimer said. Armentrout is charged
with attempted possession of a con-
trolled substance.

Rare texts, books sold

COLUMBUS — A former

employee of the Kenyon
College library has pleaded guilty
to selling S0 rare books and other
documents from the school’s collec-
tion for $26,000.

David Breithaupt now faces up
two years in prison and a fine of as
‘much as $250,000, according to the
U.S. attorney’s office.

Breithaupt, 45, sold most of the
items, many of which were more
than 100 years old, on eBay to buy-
ers in 19 other states and four for-
eign countries. The sales took
place between 1998 and 2002.

A copy made in 1528 of Ptole-
my’s “Almagest,” an astronomy
text originally written in ancient
Greece, fetched the highest price
at $4,750, court documents said.
Several other items sold were from
the 1500s and 1600s. Breithaupt
has agreed to pay restitution for re-
covery of the items.

School can go co-ed

NY AUBURN — A judge has de-

nied a request by two stu-
dents at Wells College, an all
‘women liberal arts school, for an in-
junction to halt the institution’s
Plan to allow men to enroll.

Acting State Supreme Court Jus-
tice Peter Corning said the main
issue was the continued survival of
the school. The lawsuit is challeng-
ing the coed decision on several
grounds, including breach of con-
tract.

Ape comes home

SAN FRANCISCO — A
23-year-old ape from Buffa-
lo, N.Y., has returned to the San
Francisco Zoo, his boyhood home,
as the new king of Gorilla World.
In early January, he’ll be liberat-
ed from quarantine and become
the exhibit’s top dog, filling a va-
cancy created in May when Kubi,
its longtime patriarch, died. Since
en, the four females have been
left to their own devices. Anything,
or nothing, could happen.
“They’ve been on their own
without a male for a while,” said
gorilla keeper Mary Kerr. “They
might have gotten the indepen-
dent gene and not want to be domi-
nated anymore. We’ll see when he
comes over whether his animal
‘magnetism overcomes their inde-
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pendent streak.”

Hole forces evacuation

DELTONA — A sinkhole

opened beneath a road in
central Florida, swallowing four
lanes of pavement and forcing the
evacuation of 20 homes.

Officials had been watching the
hole after noticing collapsed as-
phalt on a street. Workers were
pumping a cement mixture under
the damaged road when the hole
formed.

“All of the sudden, they started
feeling rumblings in the ground,”
said Robert Rogers, deputy chief
of the fire department in Deltona,
about 25 miles southwest of Dayto-
na Beach.

The ground opened up, destroy-
ing all four lanes. The hole grew to
50 feet deep and at least 150 feet
wide.

The sinkhole also threatened to
take down a major power line and
forced authorities to evacuate 20
homes near the electrical wires.

Toy guns pulled

NY ALBANY — Thousands of

toy guns have been pulled
from the shelves of costume shops
across the state as part of a settle-
ment between the New York attor-
ney general’s office and two nation-
al wholesalers.

Attorney General Eliot Spitzer
had accused the wholesalers of dis-
tributing more than 12,000 toy
guns in 2001 in violation of a state
Taw that previously applied only to

wrongdoing,
tumes Co.
Y $27,000 in civi 1 penalties and

retailers. Most of the
wholesalers dealt
with costume and
novelty shops.

The state law bans re-
alistic toy guns from
being sold in stores unless
they have permanent, usu-

ly inch-wide orange
stripes running down both
sides of the barrel.
Without  admitting
Rubie’s

any
Cos-
agreed to pay

costs and Franco American Novel-
ty Co. agreed to pay $10,000.

Flight may be abuse

BLOOMINGTON — Some

Indiana University students
could face a hefty fine for tossing a
guinea pig from a dormitory win-
dow with a makeshift parachute.

The students used a garbage
bag, dental floss and masking tape
to create a parachute and then
dropped the animal, Bloomington
Animal Shelter manager Leigh
Ann Hoffacker said.

Fortunately, the guinea pig land-
edin a tree and survived. The trem-
bling rodent was discovered mo-
ments later by freshman Laura
Robinson.

School janitors were able to
reach the animal through a
third-floor window and Robinson
took it to the shelter.

The identities of the students
‘who tossed the guinea pig have yet
to be determined, but Hoffacker
said the list has been narrowed
down by dorm administration.

Police likely would not do much,
she said, but the shelter’s animal
control office can issue a $500 tick-
et for animal abuse.

Cocaine found in wreck

WHEELING — Authori-

ties called to the scene of a

plane crash found no people —
dead or alive — but they did find
$24 million worth of cocaine. Fed-
eral authorities were seeking the
pilot, identified as Eugene N.
Cobbs, on a charge of possession
with intent to distribute cocaine,
U.S. Attorney Thomas E. Johnston.
The Piper Aerostar twin-engine
plane crashed in a wooded area
near the Wheeling-Ohio County
Airport, said James Peters, a
for the Federal Avia-

Maklng kldS happy
Salvation Army volunteer Barb
Reigelsperger of Naples, N.Y.,
tries to fit a few more toys on one
of the tables as she sets up for a
toy distribution. People who
pre-registered could choose five
gifts per child, as well as a pair of
mittens and stocking-stuffer gifts.

tion Administration.

Authorities found about 327
pounds of cocaine packaged in
blocks and another 193 pounds
turned up in the plane’s nose com-
partment, Johnston said. Authori-
ties were searching for a man be-
lieved to be Cobbs, who was picked
up by a motorist near the airport’s
front entrance. His forehead was
cut and he asked for a ride to a
hotel.

Couple pays town’s hills

ANTHON — Home and busl-

ness owners in this no;
west Iowa town of 650 people were
a little shocked at the Christmas
gift they got from retired farmer
Richard Hamann and his wife,
Donna.

The Hamanns doled out $25,000
to pay the town’s electricity bills —
all due on Dec. 25.

Hamann, 75, sees the gift as re-
turning a good deed.

Residents said they were sur-
prised and grateful.

“I just thought it was great,” said
Beulah Sands, 64, a clerk at a local
convenience store. “I haven't
talked to anyone who didn’t appre-
ciate it. It was a wonderful thing
for him to do.”

Jessica Zampella,

Massive reading assignment o =ee

other students at Central Elementary in Oxford, Miss., are sprawled out
on the floor as they attempt to collectively read 12,000 pages.

A skier takes a ride on the ski lift at
Paoli Peaks in Paoli, Ind.

On the way up
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Zamboni explodes

? o Lisa Schlimmer jogs with her dogs,
JOggeI' 8 beSt trlends Josie, left, and Lacey, at the city
playfields in Pullman, Wash. Schlimmer is a student at the College of
Veterinary Medicine at Washington State University.

Duluth, Minn., firefighters run hoses to battle a blaze at Peterson Arena in
West Duluth after a Zamboni exploded inside the arena.

Stacked for fire

Heath Melancon, from Grand Point
near Lutcher, La., trims the last
logs on an 18-foot-high bonfire

structure on the issippi River
levee, that will be lit at 7 p.m.
Christmas Eve.

White Christmas

A Christmas tree stands in the gazebo at Kershaw Park along Canandaigua
Lake in Canandaigua, N.Y.

Letter finally sent

INDEPENDENCE — Jane

Matchey recently became
better acquainted with the late fa-
ther she never met after receiving
aletter he wrote six decades ago.

When Sgt. Henry Longmier left
to fight in World War II, his new
wife Teresa was pregnant with
Jane, who was born about two
months later.

But the 31-year-old soldier was
Killed by a German sniper in Bel-
gium in the waning days of the Bat-
tle of the Bulge on Jan. 25, 1945.

Prior to that, in late 1944, he and
three other soldiers lived in a
Dutch village for a time in the
home of the Neederlants family.

It seems Longmier neglecled to
mail the letter to his wife in Wis-
consin. When the soldiers moved
on, a Neederlants family member
discovered the letter while clean-
ing the room they stayed in.

Only recently did the Needer-
lants' grandson, Lando Mulle-
neers, 38, become curious about its
intended recipient, having heard
stories of the soldiers.

5 arrested on Cape Cod

ORLEANS — Five people

were arrested and more
than $1.6 million worth of jewelry,
paintings and marine equipment
was recovered on Cape Cod, au-
thorities said. Police identified
those arrested as George Upton,
52, his brother, Frank Upton, 41,
and Mark Fornal, 41. Police said
they found the paintings behind a
fake wall and jewelry in a hol-
lowed-out staircase in Frank Up-
ton’s home.

Rage cited in crash
LARGO — Two cars raced
at least three miles locked

in a deadly dance of road rage, po-

lice said.

The Lexus pulled in front of the
Volkswagen and slammed on the
brakes. Then the Volkswagen did
the same. The leapfrogging contin-
ued until the Volkswagen smashed
into a utility pole, fatally injuring
the driver, Jacquelyn Palfy, 20.
Two passengers in her car were in-
Jjured.

The young man seen driving the
Lexus drove away after the crash,
police Sgt. Andy Hill said.

Santa Claus shot

OXNARD — Police were

dispatched to the large
Santa Claus statue here after shots
were fired at it.

Officers found five bullet holes
marring the jolly face of old St.
Nick. Five 9 mm casings were lying
on the street nearby, police said.

Mike Barber, Santa’s caretaker,
said the gunshots shattered the
lenses on Santa’s glasses and
broke the frames. He and a friend
used screws, glue and wire to
patch the frames back together.

The 20-foot, nearly five-ton plas-
ter Santa statue was moved in Jan-
uary 2003 from Santa Barbara
County to the lot on Ventura Boule-
vard. The statue had stood for 50
years on top of a malt shop and
candy store near Carpinteria.

itness dies
BALTIMORE — The sole
witness to the fatal shoot-
ing of a civilian police employee in
1974 has died of a heart attack, po-
lice said.

Sole

Police declined to name the wit-
ness and they insisted the death
will not affect the prosecution of
Michael Hughes, who had been a
fugitive for 30 years before his ar-
rest in Boston this fall.

The shooting occurred Christ-
mas Eve 1974 and before the ar-
rest ranked as one of the city’s cold-
est cases. McKinley Johnson Jr.
was distributing Christmas food
baskets at a west Baltimore bar
‘when he got into an argument with
Hughes, police said. The alleged
confrontation continued outside
the bar where Johnson was shot.

Big garages for big cars
MESA — Now not only is
keeping up with the Jone-

ses a daily pressure, but it may be-

come alaw.

The town of Gilbert is consider-
ing changing its zoning code to set
aminimum interior garage size for
homes in this southeast Phoenix
suburb.

“We drive Suburbans, Excur-
sions and Silverado extended cabs,
and they won't fit in small garag-
es,” said Planning and Zoning Com-
mission chairwoman  Brigette
Peterson at a recent meeting on the
proposed land development code.

When  recommending  the
change, town staff told the commis-
sion that 74 percent of registered
vehicles in Gilbert are trucks or
sport utility vehicles.

The current code only requires
two enclosed parking spaces and
has no size minimum.

Aging center renamed

SALT LAKE CITY — The

University of Utah is chang-
ing the name of its center that fo-
cuses on older Americans. The
school’s Gerontology Center will
become the Center on Aging, a
change the school says reflects in-
creases in Utah’s 65-and-older pop-
ulation.

That group increased 27 percent
in the last 10 years, and will rise an-
other 28 percent in the next de-
cade.

Welfare caseloads drop

TRENTON — Worker case-

loads at the state’s child wel-
fare system have dropped by al-
most 10 percent since officials
began working in July to reform
the agency. However, officials said
the caseloads still exceed the tar-
getset in the reform plan. The Divi-
sion of Youth and Family Services
has a troubled history that in-
cludes the deaths of some children
and abuse of others who were sup-
posed to be under supervision.

$100K reward offered

JACKSON — An anony-

mous donor has posted a
$100,000 reward for information
leading to murder charges in one of
the most notorious crimes of the
civil rights era — the “Freedom
Summer” slayings of three civil
rights workers in 1964.

The reward will be administered
by an interfaith organization as the
state renews efforts to bring charg-
es in the killings of James Chaney,
Michael Schwerner and Andrew
Goodman.

In 1964, the three volunteers
helping to register black voters
were murdered on a lonely dirt
road as they drove to a church to in-
vestigate a fire.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Horoscope

Mars transits into Sagittarius,
bringing a feeling of global unity —
well, maybe unity is a stretch. Per-
haps we can only hope for
awareness or even acknowl-
edgment of our foreign
sisters and brothers, but
generous intentions are
certainly in place. The
realization is that we're not
so different after all. It's a
perfect transit for festive
interaction.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(December 25). There's
simply no room for doubt
this year in your personal
life or your professional life.
Your sensational can-do attitude
atiracts only the most positive peo-
ple to your team. A key financial
move in the next six weeks sets off
a series of events. An idea that's
been researched, market tested and
refined over a dozen times hits pay
dirtin June.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You have a rare case of nerves
when you wake up this morning and
may feel you've retumed to child-
hood emotions connected with this
day. Rest assured you'll rise to the
occasion and deliver whatever is
asked of you.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Your earth-sign super-stabilty is a
comfort to everyone around you.
You'll be the glue that keeps your
group together. Music is the key to
creating holiday memories. Tonight
features some kind of hootenanny.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Any departure from the normal
holiday rituals will bring luck and
opportunity in the year ahead. So
feel free to make this special day all
your own. When you feel fabulously
creative and unrestricted, there’s
more to share.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You use your psychic sense to
deliver gifts that go straight to the
heart. Sweethearts need relaxed
one-on-one time. If you have to
sneak away from family in order to
get this, go for it, and don'tfeel
quilty.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Youve
wisely figured out that holiday pro-

4

ceedings go better when you don't
try to control them. This goes double
for activities involving williul children
or adults who act like them. Kisses
under the mistietoe are featured.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Though you have some trepidation,
here’s nothing to worry

. L
Holiday Mathis about. Your sincere

efforts to honor the spe-
cial relationships in your
life bring joy. An excep-
tional match of style and
practicality puts a shine
on all you do.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). You love a
happy homecoming and
will do everything in your
power to make sure that
relatives are on their best
behavior. Along those lines, you're
an expert at switching the conversa-
tion topic when necessary.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You know how to create multevel
fun. Someone is intent on winning
your heart with an expensive gift.
Only you can manage to keep
commitments loose on a structured
day. Hot invitations are last minute.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). When you take a detached
look, there’s something almost
humorous about the motley assem-
blage of merry well-wishers around
you. The more eclectic your support
group is, the more thoroughly you
feel supported.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Is it the lights, the music or the
general sentimentality of the sea-
son? For whatever reason, you see
the world through idealistic eyes a
and why not for one day of the
year? Love is all around you.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You've got that overriding feeling
that we're all in this together. Materi-
al gifts are the least valuable ones
you'll exchange this year. Your
sharing extends to stories, insights
and loving acknowledgments.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).

Go slow, and savor togetherness.
Rituals you attach to this day have
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more meaning than gifts
Lasting bonds are formed over
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of pictures.
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‘Soulmate’ not type to commit JuniELE

Dear Abby: rm a widow in
my mid-60s — attractive, petite
and active. I hate being alone. T
have a friend I'll call Barney who
is in his 70s. Barney’s a wonder-
ful dancer and a polished gentle-
man. We’ve known each other
for 10 years.

About a year ago, our
friendship evolved to the
next level. We became
intimate. I fell in love
with Barney and thought
T had finally found my
soul mate.

Last month, I asked
this wonderful man if he
was looking for a commit-
ted relationship. Bar-
ney’s answer shocked
me. He said he didn’t
want to fall in love be-
cause he’d been hurt too many
times. Then he told me he is also
in a relationship with someone
else! T was devastated. I cried all
the way home. Barney still calls
every day and invites me out.
When I hear his voice, I melt.

My best friend, “Bea,” is hav-
ing a 60th birthday party next

Dear Abby

week. She has just informed me
that Barney is coming and bring-
ing his girlfriend! Abby, the only
reason Bea invited Barney is that
she and I both thought he’d bring
me. I'd like to call him and ask
him not to come and embarrass
me. Or should I just stay home? T
really need advice.
— Heartsick

in San Francisco

Dear Heartsick:
Your “soul mate” either
suffers from a sensitivi-
ty deficiency, or he’s
trying to send you a
message: “Don’t count
on him, because he has
a girlfriend.”

I sympathize with
your disappointment,
but don’t let it stop you
from attending the
party. While you're there, get the
lady’s phone number and invite
her for coffee. She might be inter-
ested to know how much the both
of you have in common.

Dear Abby: 1am 14. My
friend, “Heidi,” is well-endowed.

Yesterday, she told me her step-
dad pulls on her shirt so he can
look down it. He says he doesn’t
mean anything by it, but it makes
Heidi really uncomfortable.

She has told her mom, but her
‘mom just says he’s not doing it
on purpose, and ignores it. What
should I do? Should I tell some-
one, or let her and her family
settle it?

— Shocked in Fayetteville, N.C.

Dear Shocked: By ignoring it,
Heidi’s mother is allowing it to
continue. The first thing to do is
tell your mother what's going on.
Then urge your friend to speak to
a trusted teacher or counselor at

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

SOPIE

Just like
old times

©2004 Trioune Media Services, Inc.

Al Rights Reserved

INFURA WITH EVERYONE
HOME FOR THE

HOLIPAYS, MOM

school about what her
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@

is doing. They are to

v jumbl com

AND DAD ENJOYED
THEI

report it. Go with Heidi for moral
support if necessary. Her safety
depends on it, because the girl's
stepfather’s behavior is extreme-
ly inappropriate.
Letters for this column — with your
ne number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

A prayer for the Christmas season

Dear Readers:
Today is Christmas, and
we hope those who are
celebrating this holiday
are fortunate enough to
enjoy it with family and
friends. Here is a prayer
that was sent to us over
the Internet.

We do not know who
wrote it, but we think it
expresses an appropriate
sentiment for the season:

A Christmas Prayer

Letuspray. ..

That strength and courage abun-
dant be given to all who work for a
world of reason and understand-
ing.

That the good that lies in each of
our hearts may day by day be mag-
nified.

That we will come to see more
clearly not that which divides us,
but that which unites us.

That each hour may bring us
closer to a final victory, not of na-
tion over nation, but of ourselves
over our own evils and weakness-

es.

That the true spirit of this Christ-
mas Season, its joy, its beauty, its
hope, and above all, its abiding

Annie’s Mailbox

faith, may be among us.

That the blessings of
peace be ours, the peace
to build and grow, to live
in harmony and sympa-
thy with others, and to
plan for the future with
confidence.

Dear Annie: you
get s0 many stories
about children who are
estranged from their
parents, or siblings
who are cruel to one
another. Here’s a nice change for
you: When my husband and T
had our 50th wedding anniversa-
1y, our four children asked us
how we wanted to celebrate. I
suggested they and their families
come to our house and rebuild a
shade garden structure that
termites had damaged.

So they came — all 18 of them.
Tents were pitched in the back-
yard, and every room in the
house had someone sleeping in
it. Not only was the structure
rebuilt, but they also installed a
new irrigation system. They
washed windows, inside and out,
scrubbed walls, dusted book-

shelves, washed and rehung
curtains and vacuumed under
the heavy furniture. Grandchil-
dren pruned shrubbery and
hauled trash. Even the garage
got a good cleaning out. Our kids
brought all the food, drinks and
paper goods, and everyone took
turns preparing meals and wash-
ing dishes.

I never heard one cross word
or complaint, even when the line
to the bathrooms was four deep.
At the end of their visit, everyone
wrote about the experience in a
‘memory book which I cherish.

If your readers want to do
something really special for their
parents, they might consider a
“work day” similar to ours.

— Feeling Blessed
in Whittier, Calif.

Dear Whittier: You and your
husband must be wonderful
people to have family members
who love you so dearly. Congratu-
lations.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.

lease e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators.
syndicate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite
700, Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate
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Dennis the Menace
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©Gary Larson

The Far Side

“Oh yeah? More like the three wise guys, Id say." e

CRIMET

(]

“p
Answer here:

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon.

)

(Answers Monday)
RURAL  NESTLE LATEST
Where the loser ended up in the outdoor
boxing match — UNDER THE “STARS"

Yesterday's mbles: ACRID
S

Jur
Answer:

Family Circus

© 2004 B4 Keane, Inc.
i by King Fegturas Synd
wrenw.famiycircus.com

“You come over and see what | got,
then I'll go see what you got.”

Non Sequitur
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Sunday Horoscope

Happy Kwanzaa and Happy
Boxing Day! It's a stellar day for
acknowledging the people in your
life who make things easier on a
daily basis. With the full moon in
Cancer, insecurity runs rampant,
and grand gestures provide
much-needed reassurance. Fortune
befalls you when you re-
member people with small
tokens of affection and big
tips.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(December 26). You're at
the height of your popularity
this year, being accepted
for parts of yourself you
used to hide. It's more fun
to be completely honest
anyway! The shifts in your
financial sector through
January make way for a
new influx of work — probably
something you'll need some training
to accomplish. New love with Scor-
pio or Gemini is passionate.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
The stars appoint you the cruise
director. So when family and friends
come to you with blank eyes, beg-
ging to be led in the direction of fun,
be ready with suggestions. You'll be
amazed how influential you are.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
What do you need from others in
order to feel safe and comfortable?

The answers aren't on the tip of your

tongue, but start talking anyway.

When you bounce ideas off the right
person, the light bulb over your head

turns on.
GEMINI (May 21-June 21).

Recent events have enlightened you

but have not caused you to be
jaded. It's brilliant how you're able to
hold on to your innocent wonder

even when you know that this magic

act is all done with smoke and
mirrors.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Emotional complexities vex others
— not you. You understand that not
every problem is meant to be
solved. Friends compete for you.
There’s room for more than one
number on your speed dial

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Rela-
tionships aren't exactly glassy
smooth now. But if you have to
swim through some muck to get to

Holiday Mathis

love's lush island, you're willing to
get a little dirty. True friendship and
the promise of romance are worth
the effort.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Just when you thought you could
relax, the bell rings, signaling that
your break is over. Take
comfort in the fact that the
“Work” you're doing is very
much appreciated by your
dear ones, and theyll tell
you so, too.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). Your mind is process-
ing multiple layers of mean-
ing from all of your sur-
roundings. You'll see many
symbols around you and
wonder what they are
symbolizing. Maybe some-
thing, maybe nothing. It's
up to you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
‘You would feel terrible if you knew
your actions were really bothering
someone. But the fact that this
person isn't willing to speak up is
your free pass. Consider bringing
underlying tension out in the open.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). There are numerous benefits
to be had by taking part in doing
absolutely nothing. You do nothing
passionately, almost actively. Doing
nothing with a friend is even more
fulfiling.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Whatever the interruption, you
turn it to your benefit. You'll be
relieved when a responsibility is
lifted or when a friend bails on you,
leaving you plenty of time to ponder
the meaning of life.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You were promised that something
would come, but the exact nature of
that something was left vague. In
fact, you have no idea what to
expect. The suspense may not be
Kkilling you, but it is making you a bit
anxious.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You're a witness. You didn't mean to
be or want to be, but now you are.
‘What to do with your accidental
knowledge is the question. Tuming it
into a secret and carrying it around
is an option, but it will get awiully
heavy.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: A month ago, T
celebrated my 10th wedding
anniversary. My husband and T
have been together for 12 years.
He didn’t lay a hand on me until
ayear ago.

‘We got into an argu-
ment on Valentine’s
Day, and he slapped me
twice that night. It hap-
pened again last month.
We separated after the
second incident, but I
couldn’t afford to move
out because I've been a
stay-at-home mom for
six years.

Tonight we had a
minor spat, and he
broke my nose. An hour
later, his 21-year-old
girlfriend drove over
and picked him up, and here my
7-year-old son and T sit, while he
not only gets sympathy, but also
companionship and sex.

Abby, please tell young women
that getting involved with mar-
ried men isn’t just stupid; it's
dangerous — and often to the
woman he’s married to when the
single woman comes into his life.

— Bruised in St. Louis

Dear Bruised: I'm broadcast-
ing your message, but don’t ex-
pect much response. Men who
cheat on their wives are not
above lying to their girlfriends.
No doubt he has filled her head
with what a terrible wife you are

Dear Annie: My older sister

I have reverted to our child-
hood sibling rivalry with a ven-
geance, and I don’t know what to
do about it.

We are both middle-aged
women, so I cannot imagine why
we haven't gotten past this.
“Dotty” is a considerate and kind
person toward everyone
she knows, except me.
Her snide remarks, her
unreasonable anger, and

Sickum! He just doesn’t get it!

Dear Editor: Years ago, my fa-
ther-in-law used to say of his
neighbor “he doesn’t know sick-
um.” More recently, Pve been
hearing this expression in the

(thyem” or “seek (h)im.” (The
command is 150 years old or
more) When people say that
someone “doesn’t know sic 'em,”
they are, in effect, proclaiming

form of “he doesn’t know sickum that person to be as ignorant as a

twice.” What on earth does this
mean? Did it come from En-
gland, as did my father-in-law, or
is it an American concoction?

—H. L., Jackson, Mich.

Dear H.L.: The expression
you've heard is more often writ-
ten as “doesn’t know sic 'em,” and
it is in fact an Americanism. No
one is sure exactly how old it is,
in this context

but “sic ‘em”
means “anything.”

The expression derives from
the command of attack given to
dogs, which is a modification of
“seek

the pronunciation of

dog who doesn’t recognize the
command “sic ’em,” or perhaps
as shiftless and lazy as a dog who
doesn’t respond to the command.
Including the word “twice” at the
end of the saying merely serves to
emphasize the meaning of the in-
sult, indicating that the person is
like a dog who doesn’t understand
the command even when given it
twice.

olumn was prepared by the
editors of Merriam-Webster's Collegiate
Bictionary, Tenth Exition. Readers may

her negative
comments about me to
my husband, have made
me distrust her. I feel

at she does not wish
me well. As a result, T
have decided that
cannot have her in my
life, even though I have
no other family. Being
around her is damaging
to my emotional health.

Please help me understand
why this has resurfaced in our
lives at this late stage and wheth-
er I have any other way to re-
solve this problem other than to
avoid her entirely.

— The Baby Sister Again

Dear Baby Sister: Obviously,
Dotty has some sibling issues that
she has never worked through.
Chances are, she also has other
problems in her life right now, and
reverting to her childhood behav-
ior is how she is dealing with
them. Unless she is willing to seek
ing and her

send questions
Wordwateh, p.0. Box 261, 47 Federal St
Springfield, Mass. 01102.

resentment, nothing will change.
Before cutting the ties, give

Dear Abby

Annie’s Mailbox

and how unhappy you have
made him. That's the “lure” t
snag her in the role of “rescuer.”
Perhaps you should warn her
so she doesn’t become victim No.
2. Since a picture is worth a
thousand words, have some
taken of you before your
bruises heal. The police
should also be contact-
ed, and the battery put
on record.

Dear Abby: My
husband and I have one
child, and we have
decided that we are
having no more. People
frequently ask when
we’re having another
child, and when we say,
“Never!” they always
demand to know why.

‘When we tell them our rea-
sons, they go on and on about
how we shouldn’t make our little
girl an only child and how
“cruel” that would be to her.

‘What can we say to politely
end everyone’s incessant need to
criticize us for not having more
children? Do you agree that this
is a rude question?

— Having Fun with One in N.Y.

DEAR HAVING FUN: I certain-
ly do, because that question is
often painful to answer. You
‘might catch less flak if, instead
of saying “Never!” you reply as
my friend Sherry does. She says,

Dotty one last chance. Tell her
you love her, but her negative
attitude undermines the bond you
share. Ask if she will consider
talking to a third party (perhaps a
clergyperson, counselor or mutual
friend), so you can work on the
problem together.

If she refuses, at least you will

Kknow you made the

effort.

Dear Annie: 1am
24, and my dad passed
away when I was 12. A
few years ago, Mom
remarried, but it ended
in a friendly divorce.
Mom isn’t the most
outgoing person, but she
is great company once
you get to know her.
The problem is that my
sisters and I have our
own lives and friends,
and we feel guilty that Mom is
alone.

Mom is the only one of her
friends who is single. Is there
anything we can do to help her
get out and meet some new peo-
ple?

— Chicago Daughter

Dear Daughter: First, make
sure your mom truly wants help.

If she is indeed looking for
company, encourage her to do
volunteer work, join a choir or
book club, take salsa lessons,
work on a political campaign, etc.
When your mother meets people.
with similar interests, she can
make new connections.

Battered wife should report
spouse’s abuses to police

“I had the first one. It's up to my
husband to have the second.”
That usually stops ‘em.

Dear Abby: I think my sister
has an eating disorder.

She’s rail-thin and is always
watching her calorie intake. My
concern is that she does it with
my 3-year-old nephew, too.

She has the child on a strict
diet, counting his carb and calo-
rie intake. Her little boy is still
eating baby food (made for ages
6to 9 months), and I'm afraid he
will develop an eating disorder,
too. What can I do?

— Worried Aunt in Virginia

Dear Worried Aunt: Children
have very different nutritional
needs than adults, and your
sister needs to be aware of what
they are. Encourage your sister
to consult her son’s pediatrician
about the eating program her
child is on to assure he’s getting
the nutrients he needs for opti-
mum brain and body develop-
ment. A session with a dietitian
who's credentialed by the Ameri-
can Dietetic Association would
also be a good idea. (They have
“R.D.” after their names.)

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Painful sibling rivalry is back
for pair of middle-aged women

Dear Annie: 1 am 14 years
old and read your column every
day. The question I have does not
concern me, but my friend
“Emily.” Emily is older by only a
few months, and we are quite
alike, except for one thing. Emily
has a problem with perspiration
under her arms.

This problem started about six
months ago. Since then, it has
caused her repeated embarrass-
ment, discomfort and even a few
ruined shirts. She’s tried what T
would call everything, but it
seems to make it worse. She’s
taken to wearing toilet paper
under her arms to keep it under
control, though it never stops.

T'm very concerned about
Emily because she can hardly
stand to go out anywhere. She’s
not living her life because of it.
T'm hoping you can help.

— Concerned Friend in the USA

Dear Friend: Emily is suffering
from hyperhidrosis, or excessive
Perspiration, and she needs to
see a doctor for the appropriate
treatment. Suggest that she talk
to her parents and ask them to
make an appointment. Emily is
lucky to have a friend like you.

ahead and reassure her that
her social life is not over.
s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime

STITW. Cenlury Bivd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.
Creators Syndicate
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BEYOND
BOYS AND BEER

The Donnas want to be known as a rock band,
not just a group of girls with guitars

BY SUSAN CARPENTER
Los Angeles Times

HOLLYWOOD

0 hear the Donnas, you'd

think they spend all their

free time pinching boys’

bottoms or shoving them

out of the way. They seem like a

gang as much as a band — a tight-

knit clique snapping gum, smok-

ing Marlboros and emasculating
every man they meet.

See them outside of their
records, and their reputation as
Pabst-swilling, sex-crazed party
animals quickly disintegrates.
‘Trail them for an evening and you
won't see them putting out ciga-
rettes in men’s drinks or writing
thelr numbers on napkins in lip-

tick.

Members of the Bay Area quar-
tet are just regular girls — best
friends who like to sip iced tea, eat
candy and watch “The 0.C.” Most
of them even have long-term boy-
friends, even if those boys are tak-
ing a back seat to the band these
days while the Donnas promote
their sixth and latest record,
“Gold Medal.”

On the eve of the record’s re-
lease, Donnas A, C, R and F are at
Hollywood’s Bel Age Hotel having
a quick dinner.

In 15 minutes they’ll be headmg
to “Jimmy Kimmel Live” for an
outdoor performance, followed by
a midnight meet-and-greet at
Tower Records and the official
kickoff of what most likely will be
ayearlong tour.

Donna R (Allison Robertson) is
concentrating on her Cobb salad
while Donna A (Brett Anderson)
samples a shrimp dumpling that
Donna F (Maya Ford) has warned
is no good. Donna C (Torry Castell-
ano) jokes about seeing her “good
friend” actor Jason Schwartzman,
who is a guest on “Kimmel.” The
entire group laughs, knowing
she’s met him only once.

ike the image they project on
their records, the Donnas like to
have a good time. But the
devil may-care vibe in their songs

s an act — one that’s at odds with
thelr real-life ambitions. Two
years ago, they made the leap to
Atlantic Records after five years
with Lookout, the Berkeley-based

indie label that signed them as
eens. More mature as musicians
and as women, they’re now 25 and
looking to ratchet up their career.
It isn’t so easy.

“We're taken less seriously
now,” says Anderson, a singer
‘whose Sandra Dee good looks are
at odds with her sneering vocals.
“Every time we get reviewed in
Rolling Stone, I feel like they’re re-
viewing our first album. They
might like it, but what they say
about it is: hair metal. I'm like,
‘Are tening to the same
album we just put out?” ”

Listeners familiar with the
blunt-talking, me-hith-
er/go-away guitar rock on their
1999 breakthrough “Get Skin-
tight” or even their major label
2002 debut “Spend the Night” will
hear some differences on “Gold
Medal.” The songs are slightly
slower, to compensate for the ten-
dinitis Castellano was diagnosed
with last summer.

The Doni nique brand of
snotty rock deﬁes easy classifica-
tion, but because they're a girl
band — a rare breed these days —
they are compared with the few
other women who've climbed on
to the charts.

A decade ago, when the Donnas
formed a band at their Palo Alto
high school, it seemed like radio
couldn’t get enough female artists
on the air. On the commercial end
of the dial, Hole and L7 reigned su-
preme; out left, it was PJ Harvey,
Liz Phair, Bikini Kill and Babes in
Toyland. Women rocked, and
radio loved them.

It's a different climate these
days. The Donnas have been col-
lege radio faves for years, but they
get almost no air time on commer-
cial stations.

“It’s funny because I feel like
the same thing we were going up
agamst when we were first start-
ing out, we're still going up
against,” Castellano says. “When
we first started out, it was a lot
more blatant because the guys at
our school were like: ‘Girls can’t
play. Go home and play with your
dolls.” Now it’s a little more subtle.
No one actually comes up to us
and says, ‘Girls can’t play.” They
say, ‘We just don’t really play girls
on rock radio.”

5
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9:00 Hot AC

JAPAN — SASEBO

THUNDER RADIO 1575 NG o Report
lorning (Sunday) St pine
:00 Top 40 7:00 Rush Limba
Hits SO0 NBRS Mornmg Edition
0 Religious Programming 10:00 Cou

ing
6:00 c\ass\: Rock
9:00 Z Rock
Morning (Mon-Fri)
12:00 Soft Hits

5:00 Rush Limbaugh
6:00 Morning Drive
9:00 Country
Afternoon
0 *The Jam with N

12400 urban Music (Tue
3:00°T]

K
0 Sports Overnite America

00 Car Tall

Afternoos
12:00 Rick Dees A

z'venmg
800 Urban

0 Matt in the Morning

Thunder AM

Morning (Saturday)
12:00 Top 40

12:00 Country
Sports Overnight America

assic Rock Evenin
7:00 Al Things Considered 6:00 Country
8:30 Best of Our Knowledge ush Umhaugh

Retiori pubic Radio

SURF 648 AM
Morning (Sunday)
Adult Ruck (cont.)
Aﬂem

:00 Sports Ovemlgm Am
Evening
an Ma\lc& & Jason Smith — Sports (live)

ooy Top o ow ver

merican Top 40

a (ive)

lorning (Mon)
T0NPRs All Things Considered Iive)
8

Trotom I.amplcy (live) Sports
Afternoon
1

12:00 Oldies Radio 12:00 Steve Schlange
4:00 Sports Ovemlgm America "The br. Laura Show (recorded)
Evenin Adult Ro

g
6:00 NPR Car Talk

orning
12:00 Country

7100 Morning Report

7:30 This Week wi
s olmes Radio

1200 Noon " Report
12:35 News & Views.
01

2:00 Country
5:00 Jim Rome Sh

7200 Morning Report

ki V. (Mon, Wed and
and Thu)

0:00 Country
Mornmg (sao

Morning (Fue-Fri)
:00 Country
0 NPR

7:00 Rush Limbaugh
E00NPR' Morning Editon

ck

The Rush Limbaugh Sh
Sports Overnight America

Evening

NPRS Morning Editon (ive)
Country

1:00 The Rush Limbaugh Show (iive)

2:00 Country

Morming (Tue-Thu)

NPRSAI Tmngs Considered (iive)

A

o FOx Spons

(recorded)

ith Sam & Cokie

11

00n

12:00 The Jim Rome Show (recorded)

The D Laura Show (recorded

Adult

The ftush Limbauh Show (ecorded)

Sports Overnight A

venin

890 NPR'S Morning Edton (ive)

11:00 Country (ive;

Morning (Fri
PR All Things Considered dive)

ount;

ow

0 FOX Sports

Afternoon

12:00 The Jim Rome Show (recorded)

‘The Dr. Laura Show (recorded)

Paul Harvey

Country

The Rush Limbaugh Show (recorded)

Sports Overnight America

Evening
00 NBivs Moring Edition (ve)

)

11:00 Country (live
Morning (¢
NPR' All Things Considered (live)
10:00 Adult Rock
Afternoon
12:00 The Jim Rome Show (recorded)

00 Adult Rock

Sports Overnight America (live)

Evenin
SO NBR Al Things Considered 6:00 Adult R
7:00 Oldies Radio (Note: The Cedule s subject to change due
Afternoon 6 sports schedules.)

AM RADIO SPORTS AND SPECIALS

Morning (Mon)
6:00 Weekend All Things Considered
8:00 The WFMT Beethoven Network

JAPAN — YOKOTA

FM CABLE Radio Services (On  Afternoon
Base Only) 12:00 Car Talk
Z-Rock (Alternative) 90.3 FM 1:00 Weekend All Things Considered

2:00 Fresh Air Weekend

Eagle 810 (Variety) 90.7 FM
9! (Variety) 3:00 The WFMT Jazz Network

National Puhlc Radio (News,
Talk) 91.3 Fi

Bright AC (pov) 917 FM
Adult Rock (Classic Rock) 92.3
M

ening
6:00 Morning Edition

11:00 The Diane Rehm Show (call in)
12:00 The Connection (call in)
1:00 Fresh Air

The Touch (Urban) 92.7 FM
Country 93.3 FM

Pure Gold (Oldies) 93.7 FM
Hot AC (Today's Hits) 94.3 FM
National Publi
Morning (Sun)

Weekend All Things Considered
Hot Jazz Saturday Night

0 Piano Jazz

Afternoon

12:00 Beethoven Network

1:00 Weekend Al Things Considered
Dialogue

230 Uncommon Knowledge

The WFMT Jazz Network

5:00 Jazz Profiles

Evening

00 Wait, Wait Don't Tell Me

me Companion
500 Weekend Edtion Sunday

11:00 Justice Talking

12:00 Fresh Air Weekend

This American Life

Le Show with Harry Shearer

3:00 Talk of the Nation (call in)

5:00 All Things Considered

Morning (Tue-Fri)

00 The World

:00 Marketplace

8:30Says You (Tue) Latino USA (Wed)
Lving o (Thu) Uncommon

e (1 Rewing o)

00 The W wrw Beethoven Network

Afternoon

1:00 All Things Considered

3:00 The WFMT Jazz Network

Evening

6:00 Morning Edition

11:00 The Diane Rehm Show (call in)

12:00 The Connection (call in)

1:00 Fresh Air

2:00 Wait, Wait Don't Tell Me (Tue) Re-
d/ Says You (Wed) News

mon - Knowledge

3:00 Talk of the Nation (cal
5:00 All Things Considered
Morning (sat)

7:00 The World

800 Marketplace

8:30 Rewind

9:00 The WFMT Beethoven Network

Weekly Edition

Afternoor
1:00 All Things Considered

0 The WFMT Jazz Network
5:00 WFMT Jazz

Evening

600 Thistle & Shamrock

7:00 Weekly Edition

800 Rewind

830 Says You
9:00 Weekend Ed

n Saturday

5:00 National Press Club

EAGLE FM
Mornlng (sun)

0 Bngm Adult Contemporary

8:00 Urban Adult Contemporary
9:00 Adult Rock

Morning (Sat)

12:00 Z-Rock

5:00 Bright Adult Contemporary

ernoon
12:00 Bright Adult Contemporary
Evening

9:00 Adult Rock

FM - WAVE 89.1
Morning (Sun)

12:00 Adult Rock

400 Adult Contemporary (Bright AC)
Afternoon

12:00 American Country Countdown
4:00 Adult Contemporary (Hot AC)
Morning (Mon-
12:00 Adult Rock

y

how (live)

Afternoon
:00 Bob Kingsley's Country Court:

4:00 Bright Adult Contemporary

Evening

9:00 Z-Rock

Morning (Mon-Fri)

12:00 Z-Rock

500 Live Local show (Sequl Uilong-
aegu san)

0 Live Luca\ Show (Seuul, Taegu

Afternoon

1:00 Bright Adult Contemporary
:00 Live Local Show (Korea-wide)
Evening

6:00 Adult Rock

9:00 Adult
11:00 Wave Break (live)

(Bright AC)

100 AdultContemporary (Bnghl AC)
2:00 Afternoon Show (liv

Evening

6:00 Adult Contemporary (Bright AC)
10:00 Adult Contemporary (Hot AC)
Morning (Sat)

12:00 Adult Roc}

6:00 Adult comemporary (Bright AC)
800 Saturday Show (lve

11 oﬂAcf)idult comemporary (Bright

Attern
1200 Rk Dees Weekly Top 40
4:00 Adult Rock

Evening

6:00 Adult Contemporary (Hot AC)

SAT, DEC. 25
Morning
0 NFL Football: Green Bay Packers at Minnesota Vikings

9:00 College Football: Hawaii Warriors at Alabama-Birmingham Blazers

SUN, DEC. 26

2:30 NBA Basketball: Detroit Pistons at Indiana Pacers
0 NBA Basketball: Miami Heat at Los Angeles Lakers

0 NFL Football: Oakland Raiders at Kansas City Chiefs
0 NFL Football: Denver Broncos at Tennessee Titans

jt

MON, DEC. 27

Morning

0NEL Footal Baltimare Ravens at Pitsburgh Steelers
ffalo Bills at San Francisco 4ers
16:30NFL Footbali: leveland Browns a¢ Miami Dolphins

ru: DEC. 28

o )College Football: Tledo Rockets at Connect cut Husides
11:00 NFL Football: Philadelphia Eagles at St. Louis Ram

SAT, DEC. 25

Morni

0 NFL Football Green Bay Packers at Minnesota Vikings

0 College Football: Hawail Warriors at Alabama-Birmingham Blazers

SUN, DEC. 26
ornit

10:30 NFL Football: Denver Broncos at Tennessee Titans

MON, DEC. 27
ornit
0 NFL Football: Baltimore Ravens at Pittsburgh Steelers

0 NFL Football: Buffalo Bills at San Francisco 4%ers.
10:30 NFL Footbail: Cleveland Browns at Miami Dolphins

TUE, DEC. 28

Morning

0 College Football: Toledo Rockets at Connecticut Huskies
:00 NFL Football: Philadelphia Eagles at St. Louis Rams.
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The Pacific Forecast Al and maps p by A e oroos
AccuWeather.com
Tide Table NORTHERN JAPAN
Today Tomorrow Sunday Today Sunday
Mainiand Japan High Tide 2811 3014 3219 3218
kosuka 7.04am. 5:14pm.  T46am. 555pm Partly sunny, ~|Lots of sun; Cloudy with a | Mostly cloudy
Sasebo 10:17am. 9:31pm. 1102am. 10:16 pm. ider chilly couple of with a flurry
Korea fluries
Cheju Island/Soguip010:2¢ am. 1022 pm. 1104 am. 1058 pim
Kunsan 226am 310pm  308am  347pm
Okinawa, Nana 703am 608pm  737am 642pm | |[SHANGHAI TORYO
Guam, Apra Harbor 8:16am. 5:50 p.m. 8:53am.  6:26 p.m.
foday Sunday Today Sunday
Mainland Japan 44135 48135 50142 52140
Yokosuka 12 03 m. none  12:32am. 12:46 p.m. Cloudy; Cloudy with a Partly sunny | A good deal of
Sasebo 5a.m.  4:04 pm. 411am. 449pm. afternoon rain | shower suns
Korea
Cholu sandSogwipo 429am._ &38pm.  S98am. 617pm
Kunsan am 1001 pm  958am. 10:40pm
Okinawa, Nana S am 1258m 1256em 1025m
LGl patiabor  1251am 1135 7am. 156 pm. 'SOdUT“ERN JAP:N
. foday unday
For tdes atther el apply minuts below to Naha ces: : Todsy Sun
Unten Ko:7 high, -8 w, Yonabary, Buckner Bay: 44 nigh, 42 low China Intervals of | Periods of
clouds and | clouds and
Sunday sunshine | sunshine
Burma Taiwan o/e8
Hosty couy |Summy
HONG KONG Yo orvals
BANGKOK Sunday
Today Sunday 67/51 68/62
surrt samt - Party sunny _|Sunshine
sty sunny | Partly sunny Thailand GUAM
'PpI Today Sunday
85/74 85/74
7 TANICA -39 Party suny A shoveror
Today Sunday ) N
87/73 87173 0 7
Mostly sunny | Sun and
clouds
@ < . :
o As of 7 a.m. Friday, Tokyo time
@ - ™ - y.Toky
Extended Forecasts
TOKYO KADENA SEOUL MANILA HAGATNA
Monday: Partly sunny, Monday: Periods of clouds and Monday: Periods of clouds and Monday: Mostly cloudy, Monday: Showers,
high 51, low 38. sunshine, high 69, low 62. sunshine, high 86, low 72. high 85, low 73.
Tuesday: Rain, Tuesday: Periods of clouds and high 30, low 9. Tuesday: Thundershowers, Tuesday: Partly sunny,
high 54, low 43 unshine, Tuesday: Partly sunny, high 85, low 72. high 85, low 74.
high 73, low 65. high 22, low 5.

Thursday’s USA Temperatures Saturday, December 25

U.S. Extended Forecast

Two large areas of high pressure will

iy HGHLOW  CiTY HIGHILOW
provide dry weather to much of the
I 1/1 " b "
Abuquerque 3112 Los Angeles 72144 nation Christmas Day. The high pres-
Anchorage 4012 Louisville 26/9 aincs sure centered over the Ohio Valley
Asheville 56/21  Miami 81/67 saiza will keep temperatures quite cold
Baltimore 58/30  Milwaukee 16/-3 across the East, but milder weather is
Birmingham 37/21  Nashville 27114 in store for much of the West.
Bismarck 412 New York 61/34 However, lake-effect snow will fall
:‘;‘:;n gggg g:':r::o 7153/52 downwind of the Great Lakes. A
Brownsville 53/34  Philadelphia 62/32 warm front moving through the Upper
Buffalo 50118  Phoenix 56136 Midwest will trigger some flurries
Burlington 55119 Pitisburgh 53/16 across the region. The associated
Charleston, SC  74/40  Portland, OR ~ 49/32 cold front will bring snow to the north-
Charlotte 65/30  Portland, ME  50/32 ern Rockies and rain to the extreme
Cleveland 33113 SaltLake City ~ 28/13 bl Pacific Northwest. Clouds will cover
Columbus, OH ~ 28/10  St. Louis 211 the Gulf Coast as a storm system
Duluth -4/21  SanAntonio  44/20 i
El Paso 3920  San Diego 71143 popiod atb" °'Tra‘” o da'”t!’e” the
Hartford 58/27  San Juan 8374 southeastern Texas coast; some
Helena 184 Tampa 72154 showers will impact Florida. The
Indianapolis 2011 Tulsa 28/5 Midwest will be warmer Sunday.
Jacksonville 76/43  Washington 64/30
Kansas City 1813 Wichita 181
Saturday’s Pacific Temperatures Saturday’s World Temperatures
cry HGHLOW Ty HGHLOW Ty HiGHILOW cry HGHLOW  CITY HGHLOW  CITY HGHLOW  CITY HiGHILOW
Bangkok 9071 Iwakuni 53/36 Sasebo NB 50/34 Acapulco 88/69 Budapest 46/39  Kabul 43/21  Nairobi 81/54
Beijing 3115 Kadena AB 65/57  Sapporo 32119 Athens 57/47  Buenos Aires  77/57  Kiev 35/30  New Delhi 73/43
Camp Casey 30/14  Kunsan AB 36/21 Seoul 28/11 Auckland 62/50  Cairo 59/43  Kuwait 68/44  Oslo 8/19
Christchurch 59/44 Kwajalein 88/77 Shanghai 44/35 Baghdad 56/33  Cancun 80/61 London 38/28  Paris 9/24
Diego Garcia 85/75 Manila 87/73 Singapore 88/75 Barbados 86/68 Cape Town 82/59  Madrid 45/24  Rio de Janeiro 77/66
Hagatna 85/74 Misawa AB 35/21 ydney 72/61 Barcelona 52/33  Geneva 39/27 Mexico City ~ 68/45 Rome 57/39
Hanoi 74161 Osan 32114 Taegu 41121 Berlin 40/27  Istanbul 50/43  Montreal 11/6 St Petersburg 28/19
Hong Kong 67/61  Perth 90/69  Taipei 69/56 Bermuda 7358 Jerusalem  52/39 Mogadishu 9275 Stockholm  34/26
Honoluly 82170 Pusan 44126 Tokyo 50142 Brussels 40122 Johannesburg 82/61 Moscow 2821 Warsaw 42133
Advertise your car, truck, moforcycle,
boo, or bicycl in Siipes reel
s I I t F | o STARSISTRIPES
Jp to 7 lines of copy for 21days - freel
ol closid oy 2295276
€Il Meceosee Fr€Ee o

individuls only - no dealers!
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

] i — Build Your Business for As Little As $21 a week!
Selling your couch, YOUr | freq ad Guidelines: St and e s o i 1 o vy e bl conry o
car or your Stephen Fi s e g on the size of your ad and the frequency of insertion. Please contact us for details!
> King e o
_ =1 ooy g Hoach us! .
Frko s for 3 ays andon a sace Phone us at: Mailus at:
Sell it FREE in Stripes | . fsasaseinvoc o 03:3404:9447 (Commercia) s (Toa oy Lhit 45002, APO AF 96337 5002
\assified. fy 011-81-3:3404-9447 (Overseas) |  229-3214 (Tokyt 7:23-17 Roppong, Minalorky,
- classified. lampress mstboleted. s 2293276 (Tokyo DSN) 02-2270-7141 [Kmea CML] Tokyo 106-0032 Japan
AT o o 6457667 (Okinawa DSN) 7217141 (Korea DSN) Email us at:
infomo bushessads pgsacal 283276 | | 7217146 (Korea DSN] 6457667 (Okinawa DSN) dlassifieds@pstripes osd mil
Ida Up to 32 words FREE for | "3 Sk e it i ) f ) Ovstipe
21 days! Deadiine o place, cancel, or make any change to an ad i five(5) business days prior o publishing date, f the
ad has a typographica eror, Pacifc Stars and Stipes' labiity is o re-run the ad for one (1) addilonal day on
A i ST =338~ - - | e nen avaiane issue dte, Any oter rolem wih averisng mus b fled n wrilg o et than ten (10
Name. Phone_ days after the first insertion of the ad. Ads cannot be run upside down or sideways.
Address, Al Classified i Are Non-refundabl
Your ad Classified advertising is accepted from DoD personnel (private party ad Classified advertisements) and all
organizations which provide a service o interest o the miltary communiy (business advertisements). All ads
are assessed before acceptance acoording to the moral and elhical judgment of Pacific Stars and Stipes.
Classied advertisements must be acceptable for our general
miltary/amil readership. Pacifc Stars and Stipes has the Tight to -
Unit 5002 oML0s 3tz 8257, tetum any and al ads considered inappropriatefor publicaton.

L
Agg ances 025 _ | Announcements 040 | Announcements 040 _ | Autos for Sale Autos for Sale
I J— Korea 148 _ | - Okinawa

C'mon Get Happy! ||l e R il e v

@DCONUS oo, et Blue e 5 | o to 30 soom Sz

mles, 5.4 ltor V.6, Ao, ABS, | 646:2350 030 6860 3891 or
AC: Titanesl, Caglains chars, | omal chistynedward@ hoimall

Vi, PDL, CC, AMIEWM Cass- | com forpict

152

Py —
A

Foster, Okinawa - Household
applarces for sale Shark cord:

o “onceper Gisc G, Excalent conion, |
Do e w0 Get your Happy Ad in Stripes today! PURC"ASEéE; e g Sghes, o, SEA000. | CooL o b enasien:
s Sy Byahaa o Want to hook up with an old friend? MAY BE FRI mysssuperes@hoimailoon. | AC. (D piyer, rins” gest,

Foster, Okinawa - Mighty mend-
&, gewng. machine’ $15
6164

Send your girlfriend a birthday greeting? Viper aUOTALE. ransmissn
Or congratulate your friend on a recent promotion? $2000 As{(o"s‘afe‘lasale 152 ?&‘ﬁriﬂ‘glgls;'::‘; sE5u2300
Whatever the occasion, book your Happy Ad ——— | W andylcus@yahoo.com
today nStars and Stipest e
GIVE AWAY || ot i o 2o, G| epengon, 7 e e
BETWEEN

£
2
£
2

Slokinawa @yahoo.com
oster, Okinawa - Whir

ipool

Demuriaer. Hardy ussa, 55

Call Susan at 646-8576 or 090
o6 4654,

Zosedest Daer.C oo fock, | Paust, Skyine S-ug / big brake
Kedena, Okinana sDehumdlher BRERr 2 Rualiie tne o | converson itz s cloanr
ke now 90 pald $160. PCSI ils: Docomber call . Heathar | Bitz
[ i3 Check out the detais: NOV 22 - DEC 22||555757%0 “br "omat | wis. 500 viceieaoicror
o onaroney Gkadenaaimi 1. Emal our greeing and i oot clasifods @pstrpes osami, o1 05025076525
Kadena, Okinawa - Emersor 2 ppy Ad. Foster - 1994 Honda _Inspire,
Courtney - 1992 Toyota Cami Spi
G Con domumior et . 5 Aone-tme $30 e foreach 2 must be prepaidprir o publicaon SNRETC A || Searar ot 2ouet | pear e cyinder, avtoret
dhape for oy $100. Cal Welcoming Baby Rachel! You may ot o use el cad or you may v he neares! Stars Windovie, G- Piayer, ACI unti | . 4-door. sunrooi tited vin
6860-4300 ! & o e y o e e 3! 4o | Gows, ris, whesis, CD player
Kagors, Ot - ot end Stipes'crclaon ofico and ay by chec your dollars with || Gibne 10951290 08 S5 coid”aG, power windows and
anii-gravity chair $175. Create a memory for life! HERBMILL2000@ YAHOO.GOM | locks, 2100 _obo. — Call
a8 T3 4 mieresied,

| and discounts!

Kadena, Okinawa - National Y e Nt SoorsY e | Foster - 1984 Mazda Carol

S-door Refrigerator/Froezer with 600+ merchants || 705120k, AC, _automati, | (T can runs oreat gels 50
Vegelabie rawer, Light Gray pre-screened and || COMES. ‘whte 15 ‘nmsives | dlemelers per gafon, Cold AC
maible, 7004 Great shape PO || otma. i, “inf v | 458 0t or Askng o
1ots of room & ideal for of base ) Your Hometown Newspaper rated for AROIFRO || ovs arar booy & Imtr. o | 080, PCSing soon,  Call
e eig Vo6, pcf &g ||  Email classifieds@pstripes.osd.mil or s L] T o0 o e [ com

$250.  Call ~ 893-7703 or call DSN 229-3276 RIPES SFRME ik Sontact JAVIER  622:7726/ | Fosior - 1994 Nissan Skyline: 4
Dapachinko@yahoo com www.oconus.com |KESZRI oo, st o o

dition, JCI April 2006, Cold AC,

Courtney, Okinawa - 1992 Toyo-

Convesion. Oyen ot Qe T | Ul g e
dogree, Z2X12A13 v o Y0 L | i S250000 viing o
Oitbass _apanments, °can negotats Cai ke '@ wor
oo bt o or “eakes. | Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale gﬁisce‘sygw;cg‘v‘ug% 2004 500 | 2 V Wesipac ciszics
255, and s o . .
8557 a8 7r0 capan 146 |- Japan 46| - Japan 145_|-Korea 148 St 20656 oo conl | 0907587 3881
Bapichiniayaon
Alsugi: 94 Toyota Mario, Siver, | Yokosuka - Sikver 92 Toyota | Zama - 199 Toyota Litg Ace oster - oyota Sur 1994 Nissan Terrano
Kadena, Okinawa - Toshiba Air gy inerio 4 door 10 6o | Gores i i wiedows ch | yan, Automate, Humpherys - 1962 Dodge Cargo Foster oo Toyota Surk: 4 S oo 3550 or bos
condiioner & compressor Sel | Shonane yioss any.“aute | iy Soor ks G Je) 5 | Vindows and Locks. JCI il | Vo™ ek Braras 6 Foress daor sunrce.  uheel onve. 4| offr. 35600 Liametes, JC1
ol Vot hohuratr | i 8 ot a1 | S opocon oo A | Moy 2008 Sl fo stocan, | Whoor et Mo i | /S8 LOOTSE || o auonete, AMEA GO | 285 utemane Tormason
f-cleaning, on/c v sel J uns great! | gust 2005. Runs Great! Asking ahor or | Pump, Water Pump, Too Muct inexpec: | [.0Ur Wwheel drive. Power steer-
{ings, remate control. Purchased | Asking $1800. Available now, | $2000/obo.  POG:  Jose MMJL To lt. $1000 or Best ofter: Call | | around the globe. J;L,“GPCESMEQEEQ%OUDMP,‘,, ing and brakes, AWFM radio
& menine ago W/ yoar warany | o o6t 5642 Sao0teseed ot O | gang edes Bz | Dl or dune>at o, | S et e e o | s Comact il iy Poer
for s 4 243-6608. wer window, | 031-667-2686, ell O payments, ate foes | | Jickinawa @ yahoo.com windows and locks with remote.
ol B3 108 o |isawa - 1985 Nosan Seana, | 2= | 1905 M gwgcmwuﬂcE“ 0764475555, Work i 3 Shonawagyay Heciousy manained.  Cai
papachinco@yancocon ___ | Low Klomgies. R ’r Vokota- 1992 Toyota Toun Aco | 365 S0 031-753-8785. Foster - 1990 Blue Mazda | 096
P— indows, uwer an player, new ires, osler 5y A% Bue |
e e el iacs | Child Locks, 8 passsnger. Run pover locks, power windows, | Zama 52 Toyota Corola: A CnG, & oiarar. aromate, | Foster - 1897 Suzui Wagon R
inghouss ron:acustable stear, | Greay ey’ Nice: JCI il July | o moon 1o6fs. much ot JC1 | antioce - GOlcaseutis piayer,| Osan - 1986 KIA Pregio o- Gold AIC, CD player sutomatec | Wide. tubox good, excellent
plato, fal view of water window, | 2096~ Must f’ﬂ Shaseiis. %"'\‘ Rpo 2005 3560 530, 45008 i 1 i Ap 205 | Prsonvan. Avtomatc Fane Emait for pictures S S0t Heoebioss
hormiostal acjusimont dal, inds | ST Call Jof: 017652742, | Cal 227288 | Recently  Inspectod.  Call| masion, Diesel, Blug wit Gray WolissaDeWayne & aol com: | aand e e pos S e e
O i, mon 50199 | conosuta - 1997 Toyos oo | LEAEH 51999 Nsan: Skyine | Mssage or maks anofer | Sep 2004, Qualis for e ||\ famiyoredil org /| Cal 6403586 (H) 0412696 | g a0-Goas and sk o Ci,
S N sl 1 o S12 l‘?“”s?%égg\';’y“y'a |y o > SE5" 5008 goress b e Seand oo || APt crer Sani f | 2 p eamaadmonclp o
A fux tbo dlesel, arey. 4wd, | many. exras, JCI uni ve.or Dana a : 1 sparreiisedmecp o
6338906 air_07Co_| Sop power, 14 menih o ires, | 53600 cals 257.8627 Autos for Sale (Home) o1 SN 764-6232 Foster - 1990 TOYOTA MAS-
ey @hoimailcom T Qo) TERACE 'SURF VAN Power | $/cca@imelusmeml
— 28112007 | Yokoa - 1993 Toyta Hiux Sur. Korea 148 Credit Counsaling Service | ETH Navimu\ s} Fg:xd alloTope st vol
! Y sy - Korea T90 7o and New i it Now
Autos for Sale RERRCINGIP & VA0 COM | Summool” ACHEat 'CD. Bayer DeeguWaeguan - 1997 Mus. | FUSAY. 1099 PONiac Firoi | smmmmme—— | 1017, 370 V1Y deponde | o best ofer. Good condion.
Japan 14§ _ | Great oo roa.and snow._| gt i CPSIFY Sy | ot Wik, i Loster | 1 vmmws Slack | A utos for Sale T 80000080, POG. Fon & p‘easzv‘é;macf Siliam or Je:
Yokosuka - 1995 Ford Taunus | Cargo area, " JCI vald unil S oct ondmne 1ok e Cnangcr 10500 6464831 or cruzer23@0asis. | nene @ 646-2780 or
o Voo spectars | S e e | G485, B8, 36, A | Eancocd Condien i Gaf | €045 %, 193500 Korea 148 | meciai ne AN o
(R Spar b e oo | oo and o aiocical | ast i, Poin of Coriact s | 196, 2L 11-0255-8545 of Emall Foeter - 1991 Honda, GRX fall | Foster - o1 T p
Sapan or 'Shi. 16, e (USAL | engina prablem. howover. 1e- | Aima’ Wiz, 227-5696 o oster - 1991 Honda CRX ful| Foster yota Toun Ace
herican %1ed car | parable. The G 15 cean. 01 | 524 o Korea - Yongsan - Maroon, 1952 Voiv | bady ki, 0l i ntake. and | Royal Loungo! Snver, xcalont
sy T;“”"f;’"&”&ﬁf‘ﬁifn AR T —— A 1994 Hyunda Sonata | 990 Turb i sodan, Ecolon | eicmo el groat orn | Cofton W and Out, Dual AC
experence, Cortact Wike o | iree, batey. and, aralor, | olota - 193¢ Honda Logend | Whols tres, paim & toon. | 4 0ot sedan, & Speed, AC | condion. i pover everyn, | i and ot Toomanyotsovsqono Coldl Pover Everying. Moon
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€D ‘sood congl. | JCI: Feb_ 2006, Twin Turbo | Kinser - Nissan_ Skyline _""Y_f; adjustable umbrella. Used for | Kadena, Okinawa - UMUC Math " Greal condition.

o, Asking 4500.00. Please call | Engine. Runs Great, Electric GYS New E-akes. Ice-Cold A'C, few months! $35 obo email 012 book_oth ED: Excellent | Collectibles B |

B randi at 633-0851 or | Windows, Seats, and Sunroof, Tires, E xcellent cnnmunn Yokota - 2000 Black Har\ey singlenomore77 @ hotmail.com condmm\ $40.00 call 633»5743 —— Kadg"a Okinawa - Dark n

o oo | e, S0 s | P, Sl o | o0 ol Srbaesmorteb st e e o R R S R

L —— A e e B ot Toros Calee 00| P41 Some-ackago. cusiom | =22 2 —— —— | o jom' memorabia and insignia:
Kader - 1092 Toyoia Su | er, Al aroind new spediers |Kinser - 1904 Toyoia Celca 40 | Sel. HighPer” engne parts, | Foster. Okinaw - Looking for | 2| Sccul 1688 Oyl torch el | 220
Need o st A s | 10" 00wt Komwoss g imp | 1 S 2005 New Ao pump an | rew Bamett oich ' and ol | doubi ogging stoler oo | Kadena, Okinawa IUCA | torches, nuetrel nations supervr | Kadena, Okinawa - Fie Cabi-
Gvorce. 53700, 030, Evony: | Now Opima’ Bater ncuded | Tmaing  bot s year, e | coolr, Ve Pro ipo. Avays | conditon Wiing o pay S8 for i | GEOG 110 terbook: gt $110 | Sy soion memorabia | ot for sal: Two. black metal
T3 % n G000 warko cond. | ASking S4850 oo Ak 1o Man | et No probirss o hard | Sover i 2, Cycle Shel o |Noeds o be i good condilon | atbeokstore yours or 880, Cal | from DUz, Contaot: | 2" daer fle' cabhets” 318
tion. Please call Justn @ | @ 09097870274 or Andrew @ | o haul molorcycles in Il $2900 [ rust. _ $1 Firm,_Call | Call 430 or email [633-0878  or ail pnmpaxscubamarmer@yahoo Egon or's75 for botn. Cal
6330533 09075866947 TSRO e 1555 | 557000 o 090-656a 5313 - | malachii osss mecatin - | knsiraley @hotmaicorn
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Home Electronics 570 _ | Jobs Offered 630 _ | Jobs Offered 630

——
800HighTech.com
CUSTOM COMPUTERS

510

Kadena, Okinawa - Glass dining
room table wih & chars, Only

twice since bought, Asking
00,11 lnlevesled cal fose
634-3278 or 95"

Furniture

Kadena, Okinavia -

inluing matcing
ed sk, 2 she
cases xd, kg
(square), sory
pilows, ox va\ame pans\s musl
fike’ with & plm

Seal 65751 Sehous

inquiries only 633-1665

King bed
oomlo
plow

Kadena, Okinawa - King sized
matiress and box spring, Mat-
tross is a pilow top. Box springs
are brand new and both pleces
are in great shape. Asking $100
for the set. Call 6331513 if
interested.

Kadena, Okinawa - Looking for

& cheap or fee queen size bed

frame. 1 g a nice on
what s worth I

tuysong@yahoo com

Kadena, Okinawa - Queen box

Someone on a budget $250. cau
8
papachinko@yahoo com

Okinawa

P13 imeresied

Kadena, Okinawa - SOFA

LOVESEAT croam colo, 3175

Entertainmen C:

navan desion, S and sench
WUST SEE. Paid

3955, st S350 i 655 8155

o omail shalmillayahoo.com

for pictures.

Kadena, Okinawa - Tall

Sale: Asking price

Call 6336290 evenings.

dena, Okinawa -
diiders: Excelent condiion nar.
ral wood and whie boush 2t
fumiye’ tore for, S30° ea

Wil sel for
2. Call Scott or Jennier @
3676

Decided ot o
550
632

09068399617

Kinsor - China/Display Cabinet,
2 end table. coffos tale, al
cherry wood. Pai

fumitro stors on Foster,wil sal
for 5900 OBO. For doais, call

030-1179-2067 o cmal joresie-

Kinser, Okinawa - Giider Rocker
S

0BO_ Call
&
emailjenn8164@ yahoo.com

Yokota, Japan - Beautful wood

at §2.400, won as grand prize at
OWC Asia Bazaar, $800 OBO.
Call 2273350,

Yokota, Japan - Cherryfinish
table wih 4

cushioned  chars,  $70.  Cal
227:3905

Zama, Japan - Majestic cherry
Wood “etertainment  center
52000, two_Majestic cherry

gan lecking "Siorage cabiel
40, whito fivo-drawer bedroom
chest $40. Call 263-881

Household ltems 560

Okinawa - Brand ey
o |.mp il n package 9,75
fall wonderlul Chrisimas_git
This s ot a gooseneck lamp it
is like a miniature table lamp,
with a rustic style. Comes win
light-bulb §7 Email or pictures
ai_force_vifey @ hotmal.com or
call 6335906

Household ltems

Kadk

560

fena, Okinawa - Looking for

shondanichols @hotmail.com or
2all 633.0221

Kadena - We have a lot of
X-Box games to sell. Wil sel for
cheap. Ranging from $5 to $35.
Ploass call 632-3353 or email
gl curyGkadonaatmi * or

Sagaminara - Soundesign
AMJFM Stereo, double casseito
. b Spoakers,
femote control, two tape_com-
riments, 580, Ok Design
Entertainment Center in Excal-
lent C . I part.

Home Electronics 570
Coutney,  Okinawa

Camp_Cour
Yamaha MX.830: Power Amp
170 watl, _channel, - Yamaha
CX-1000_ Gontrol Arip. Remote
contl, o, Manuais. Boxes
incl. Excelleni Condilon. You
g Ihese \lsms n stores
any 1,000 OBO for
h ortan by separatel
2% Y ST e

cser, Otinawe - Ply saten 1
comes wih 2 controlers and 11
Garmes mosty” spons. games)
absolute. bargain for $50. call
646-4158  or email

Foster, Okinawa - Play station 2

ol a5 a git and never play L

mes wilh 2 controlers and ali

the orignal - manuals _(never

opened) and tho original box!

S0 0B mustsel. please ca
094

84,
Eicibs1 000l com

Kadena, Oknawa - 20 inch V.
5.00.'27 inch TV with D
20000 oao st sel Asm

S

CunnmghamCMﬁuth eat
navy.mi

oo

Kedena, Oinaws 27 VO
creer araid. good
Conditon now’

year ot mu wm seH o1z,

Kadena, Okinawa - If you need
peai loaking. and woking
e me a call al 632 320
ail me &t
Ryanzo. Dz@yshua com for pic-
1ures and pr

Kadena, Okinawa - | have
FUSIGN b i wo tens and
box or Sale. Parg 300
o7 ot il S for 314000
Power wires and speaker wires.
included. Call 632-3157.

Kadena, Otinava
1201Bs Playe:sat
633-246:

Link DMS
o5 cai

Kadena, Okinawa - Modded
PS2 it 2 cotolers, 3 memo
s, romote,

Call Neil 6335147 or

Kadena, Okinawa - NEW, only
used for @ fow weeks HCT
digital CD player with raio and

i remole convc. Verica
rondy design. 8 spealers

o o 2 e creat
Brimas prasentt$40 (5K
sells for $80) can Casele
6338906 or email

vitey@hotmail.com

Kadera, Okinawa - On Hiachi
VT-UNGA400AW  VHS.
i tner Ight use i @ vemnle

ﬁ

o Sony
Mavea FO7S_ great pictures
o sS40 Call

830,

ler $20. Call 633-2106.

gena, Okinawa - Shine On
o Musical Mobls - paid 520
asking $25. Nothing hare like it
Plays Siines, ca use emole o
repeat_play Only used for
gonins pait 50" asking 525,
cair

Srlmilgyansecon " for B
ures and detaied de!cﬂmmn

Kadena, Okinawa - Sony
GRS pavar Good contion,
relals for 530000, asking
100,00, 633-2096

adena, Okinawa - Sony Home.
Thsavev ‘Systom with DVD play-
. five surtound speakers and
ooter, Purchased Chis

100, Wil sail for

S50, Call 833-2285 for detalls

adena, Okinawa - Sony digital

surround sound spoakers. $350
Call Scolt @ 632-3576

Kagera, Otinava - oy rect-
er S.dise CD changer, and tape
Sk Saing AT TS 468,06 o
best offer Call Rick @ 6331505
o 6445523,

SeoulYongsan - For sale Pana:
sonic 27" TV, DVD-Video, and
VCR combination inexcellent

condien, Manual and”orgnal
Box al for 3450, ‘please call
Glen @02745-7824

Zama, Japan - X-Box gamin
Systar: Comes wih DVD K.
contollers, 1_steering vheel

ials, 6 games_(Halo,
Morrow Wind, Star Wars, Need
for Spoed, V-Tec Racing) and
gl box, excelnt condiion
§100 OBO. Call 263.8841 or
&mail leonado garamone s
army.mi

Jewelry 610

Couttney-1/2_carat _diamond
cluster ring, white_and yellow
old, sizo 7. Best offer takos 1.
228455

idena, Okinawa - Beautiul

m vhio_ g0 wedang g,
rincess cutcentor damond

Vi3 & bageets 906 g

monds
r $1600. asking $750 obo.
pau\andblm@yahoo com or call

Kaera,_ Okrawa
whita gol

35 &R care dlamend mn
round/baguette sic
dilen pad over

Boauil

Satiandyit@yahon.com
pictures/questions.

Garmons platinum engagement

§1.700.00 080, Cal 6382774
Kadena, - War

Okinaw

pmvs ial Askmg 1200 OBO
633612 ema o
fiteones?504@yahooicom

Boautiul 14kt

andrea, stanek us.army.mi
Gall 1227618

Musical Instruments 740

Coutney - Tempo Dm Set; 9

nbe g 5y
stor,

For
g

$120 fim call 646.4158 or omail

Okinawa -
Slacironic
4 o ot

_Technology fora

free world.

As a thriving cvision of industry leader L-3 Communications, Link Sinuts:
tion & Training is a leading supplier of simulaiers, Iraining services and
effective on-gemand instruction for miliary forces around the wod. W
are ooking for Fisld Enginesr Techs ko joir our team

* Field Engineer Techs II
Req years oversil L of simulation
systems, aquivalent 1o the DOL Electrenic Maintenance Techmician Il
Desired skills and expenience includss 2+ years of xperience in computer
‘generated visual systems, image projection syslems, computer systems
maintenance and interface systems, as well as having excellent oral and
wrillen communication skils. Some travel required. Must qualify for a
DD Secret Securily Clearance. Must have complated an AAS Eleciron-
ics Technician resident course at an accredited technical instilute or have
completed factory of formal training on these o similar systems.

Location: Naval Air Facility (NAF) Atsugl, Japan & MCAS fwakuni, Japan

Mailing addross:
L3 Communications
CVW-§ DET

PSC 477 Box 23
FPO AP 96306-2723

L3 Phone line 0467-77-9950

To call from me U8, 01181467-77.9950
Fax from Jaj 0457633272

Fax from the u . 011-81-5160-84-3272

Lml< ﬁmu\almn & Tmmnq 5 an Equal Opportunity employer, WF/D/V.
bject to a security

and must me\c\bglnllw requirements Iol access

10 LS Department of Defense classifisd

Information.

US CITIZENSHIP REQUIRED

Outdoor Living 775 _ | Photography 830 _|Toys

IT Site Manager K.A.B,

Three years experience in relational
database management, to include data-
base design, management, and que!
construction. Advanced knowledge of
Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, and
Microsoft PowerPoint. Intermediate
knowledge of Microsoft Access. At least
5 years supervisory and management
experience. Ability to develop and pre-
sent detailed briefings and statistical
analysis. Basic knowledge of desktop
computer hardware and software, to in-
clude operating systems, upgrades,

ing, and repair. K
of the Air Force personnel system
quired. Must be able to obtain a Nanon—
al Agency Check security clearance.
Must be able to speak, write, and comm-
unicate effectively using the English
language.

All resumes or appllcatlons
should be sent to
Robert@dellew.com
I

Jobs Offered

EmploymentOpportunities
J & E Associates

Home Visitors needed
for New Parent Support Program t Okinawa & fwakuni

630

SW/MFT licensed with 2 years post-graduate
experience in child abuse/family violence. AN licensed
with 2 years post-graduate experience in community or
maternal and chid health nursing,

Fax esure with cover It 10 & E Assocates (301) 6504136,

At HVNPSP, EOE, DV WF oro-mal o resumeicassociates com

el esune@eassucites.com

Sporting Goods 980 _| Miscellaneous 1040
communications
Seoul/Yongsan - For sale Bow | Kadena, Okinawa - Tolescope
B oo wih 215 pounds | 20r, Ot Tolseope
i mana i - xgolont | 292
ot $550. pioase cal Gon | vorora, Japan -~ Satory oak
945 | Soz7av-7854. ol i accesiones.

Zama, pan
Loap Pad for ages
L8P icq ik bacdpeck & ols of

Yokota AB- Fenco-East side, | AlSUSl - Sony Oybershot Fa2s Pk Leapfrog
15211 professionally uit prva-

od

o Works oo st wart
nsm'pnme!m Vampole and | Upgrade 1o DSt Comes wi Barely used, excellent
Trampoine 141 vampoine and | (f,1© 0L 8T G | condlon, $140 il Misse @
32MB memory stick. $700. 632-3577.
o RS 505 oo | e
7
Pets 80 | Sporting Goods 980
Toys 945 |Foster Okinawa - 48 los. asst
Foster - 3-year old male Chihua- oys 45 soft weights, 00. 2 DIN to

hua. CKC rogistered. All hots Toke adapters, 32000 sach. 2

up o date. Microchipped. Feady | Couriney, Okinaia - Pog P

1o breed! $200.00 646-5488 go JOHN DEERE GATOR E\nc
i ek 2epa (2 585MP)

Horheeys - Dt Pt

" Puppy b al it net orcall 445-4277

Bratz/My _scene, u
miltary “toys, Joziroshi 10-cuy
tice cooker, ouster blenderioas:
ter, phones, DVDs, CDs, VHS.
and much more. Call 2273839,

Miscellaneous 1040

riney - Louis Vuition black

Mnnouvam Multicolore_cary-on

260 wih whedls and et

mail

nicknbrige @yanco.com for nfor-
mation and pictures.

Foster, Okinawa _ B\

Yokota, Japan - Cordless dri,
§257splce abl st lass op.
$50: 3 VIE iz cord
i 250 i

Yokota, Japan - Dining table,
gass op wilh &chare, $100:
v maha rocever, $110

il S

S5 3350, B Soan
150W, $175, Call 2274847,

Foster, Okinawa_-_Electronic
Gartboard_wih darts excollont
‘condilon $20 646-4158 or emall

chargeable. Cal 62585 o

B 2004,
sho!s a dewormed Looking
me. 090-6864-4980

BlackAus!
fectonate  and
Bt mercsieg plsde cal
Tony or Angie at 010-3981-0083
or018:8110158.

Foster, Okinawa - $60.00 Tram.
poine e uston metl but
Working condition. You pack and

s Moy iz pewp and s yous. ke

e bought ot the imne ait
shoy Soi for

dena, Okinawa - YANAGISA-

o
h2oozman@holmall.com

Outdoor Living 775 | o«

dena, Okinawa - 85-100 foet
S

B32.3107 vust Seil

Kadena, Okinawa - Approx. 100
foet of fence. 1 galo, lois of
accessories & poles, and some
s leady cemsmeg forye
ol pl'or out 5500 Call
0 Ml oriega@k-
vt
den Horizontal

Kat

inc siza 5 Muplox_paid
5, 90 x 84 inch, Asking $50

633-1513 1 Interesteod.

just rover uso.
633-1073 Bil or Krsta
Kadena, Okinava - Set of whita
plastic converls benches  for

be used alone as
benches_ or combined
252 picnic ablo They wero $70

wo aro asking $50
Sath "Bl &1
intoreste

0P,
Sl niaraiacasemes:
5424

atti.net or call 622- Kadena

Okinawa - Grossbow

Kadena, Okinawa - Neko
and white JKC fegitared maie
Cocker Spaniel. To  see.
picture and find out more about
Rieko go check him ot at wwi.
ipets_com or email
amberdavna1@msn.com  put
cocker spaniel in subject 535, Cal 622642

Courtney, Okinawa - Solid wood | 550 eoh 633-6515,
Kadena, Okingwa -
Crosswalk
Shoghre monina
it

Prororm
Treagml

o ony vied
u? d

¢ great “condion, ‘o
sing “or S50, Cal

Jason or Elina & 6352501 o
o-mail at joka4 @oasis mediati
*

tnishatl@oasis mediattinet
Kadena, Okinaw e
iios “Sylvesvev iy
months old & Male (neat) black
hte Approximato 1.5yt o
‘Swest. Good with small chidran
& dogs. Together or separale to

od homes. Great Christmas
Kitties!! §33-5049  or
Sals7 @oasis.mediattinet  for

Foster, Okinawa - 8 in 1 jungle
aym T sale: Dot need any-
more. It was used for daycare.
Sun faded but n safe cnnﬂmon
$100 Ploase Call 646-57

Kaden,
Eliptical

Okinawa _ Pro-fon
modsl 485E

Foster, Okinawa - Litle Tikes

Cookin Sounds Goumel Kich | $300, Cal 6338277 or emal

s e o e, s
ploures play food, excellent condition, | Pictures.
el R ooy erarmrrepeed |
Onaya W Have o FREE adena, Okingwa ~Snoelgoar
cat. Male, neutered and ai | 2100152 VEV‘Y C"fuv Split fin, booties, a
e SO TED | ceneormve —ouors |V sk i st
W onecat bt ust o | K3 N2V, L DU | purgs & snoral wih purge, o
e e arould ke 10 gust | Sandbox, S40; Brand new Step jood condition. Will sell all ior
it s | Vg e o | 58 0 ]
< Bt Bl | 501, o, Py | ol s
e las s

k\ume@vahun com or ' call

S5 i niorosod.

Schwab - FTGH: 1 year old

male Welsh Pombroke Corgi. | Kadena, Okinawa - Seling 4 | Kinser, Okina

Has been neutered and al shofs | talking Diva_Star dolls (NI, | Walk Aun Plus bt Treac:

are_ curen, Very playu and | Alexs T & Summen) and all | mil - $125 O pick up
o sotccamrios Al o1 3 | mcinos. saio Rey i Ex

fovng araly rangg. Must
find now home ASAP: Ths is o

Used bt n good shape. Wil sol
his_ welfare. Call 625-2499 or

et Xass gl Call 637-4386
or 090 8294 1554 or emall

Py
monis o
cooker

v, Bartis e ook,
DeskJat 952C color inkjet print-
e Lab-och (S Tod) compur.
er_speakers and more. Call
227.3839.

Foster, Okinawa - Vital Solu-

;apevs loss than &
tons. fimed released

ZofiohSeup e
My

Humgherys - New Refigerator
Dotie door wih lee
00 as

iaghr 32006 P St

Yokota, Japan - Wireless PS2

air, $60; 50 DVD and

1S5 i oher Souse
foms. aka 3 deal on most
foms. Call Dany“or Jone at
Hor o CeH
o

Kadena, Oldnava
NEW LOUIS VUIWON CHECK
BOOK WALLET: §100

Sraps
M ould S0
Saacty it e curso
ling (8500) Wi sel o Tor
S375 plase cal
or “Email me
Span0ida anmithe o

Kadena, Okinawa - Louis Vuit-

-mall loonardo.garramone @us
my.mil.

Standard Issue
Meets A

fon Purse New sill wih tags,
brown piano sile. Inside thers || New Standard
is & 2ippercd pockel, a pocker [ —ovv >TANCATT
for‘a call phon or sunglasses,

estripes.osd.mil

6334269 or_emall me gnja-
pan@kda.atimilne o

Kadena,_Ofawa - Persora
person i dtver znfsif?,"up‘ STARSVSTR\PES

Your Hometown Newspa

5850 call 0903-795-

all for $15. Call Mchelle at
09037953458, Ask for Paul. | 632-3527.
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STRIPES RELOCATION GUIDE

Ft. Sewa & Hnter

SALES and RENTALS
Toll Free: 1-800-476-3680
www.fortstewart.com
Coldwell Banker Holtzman, Realtors

Email: cbholtzman@clds.net
730 General Stewart Way * Hinesville, GA 31313

|
FORT JACKSON, SC

Web Site: www.fortjacksonrelo.com

E-mail: duker@fortjacksonrelo.com
Call Bob Duker, USA, Ret.
Write: Military Relocation Team
7001 St. Andrews Rd. PMB 102+ Columbia, SC 29212
Relocation Package
40 Page Home Buyers Guide * VA Preapproval

C; Fort Lawis Housing
e @ = Fort Lewis, WA

v Torliewishousing com

Fort Lewis Housing

www fortlewishousing.com

'y
b 1
Home Buyers Guide

Homes for Sale VA Mortgages

Testimanials Fort Lewis Info Maps
Govt Repos Why Buyer's Agent? Contact Us

B Germany Toll Free Anytime /RItY
(0800-225-5288) — 800-447-3536 L
|

30 min. ‘Homes, Horse

or less i
‘commute! FT BRAGG construction.

POPE AFB
Live in the
{Golf Capital’)
Pinchurst, Southern Pines NC
Check out wwy.moorenc.com

Jim Murray, rayplumas@nc.rr.com
800-528-5742 USA
Moore Co. Real Estate Brokers

Denver-Aurora
Colorado Springs

Parker, Castle Rock, Monument, Larkspur

Colorado PCS Realty
FREE relocatiol
information. Ch

les & VA loan

Northern VA, Quantico, DC
Bob Graham’s Military Buyers Program

£$2,000 CASH BACK.

I
FORT GORDON
GEORGIA (Or anywhere in the US)
. EXCLUSIVE
Buyers Agent!

Augusta Home Buyer's
Connection

See our website for homes, loan

information, important area links

E-mail: broker@AugustaHomeBuyers.com|

#1 Military Relocation Specialist
bobgnova@erols.com
www.bobgrahamvarelo.com
Evee Relo Packet - Long and Foster
|

] ]
www.MoveAnywhereUSA.com

“We Serve Wh ‘lou Serve”
Former Military — Professional Realtors

Personalized Relocation Package, School Information,

, VA Loan Processing,
of the area, Job Information.

First Time Home Buye
Mortgage Pre-approval, Maps

We Serve Where You Serve!

Call: 888-253-2707
www.AugustaMortgageSolutions.com
www.AugustaHomeBuyers.com

Fort Bragg & Pope AFB
www.fayettevilleopenhouse.com
1000’s of Homes for Sale
1000’s of Homes for Rent
100° of Pictorial Tours

FREE Real Estate Magazine

| | |
PCS-ing to WASHINGTON DC or Northern VIRGINIA?
A Pentagon, Andrews, Ft. Belvoir, or Anywhere!
Call for a FREE, comprehensive
Home Buyer's Relocation Package:
Maps, Loan Preapproval Information, School Profiles
Ask for Becky Berning: 703-913-7880
Call Toll Free:
Italy: | 678 78158 UK: 0800 96 8801 Germany: 0800 181 6459
Netherlands: 0800 229 143 Belgium: 0800 713 77 USA: 800 628 6781
www.MyMilitaryHomeFinder.com
J e-mail: BECKY@longandfoster.com
[ [ [
Fort Hood
First Community Mortgage
Tammy Thornhill
Assistant Vice President
Tammy.thornhill@1stnb.com

Tel. 254.542.5100
Toll Free. 01.308.18786

FIRST
communirr
TIORTGAGE

www.zehrrealestateteam.com» zehrteam@earthlink.net

Sales and Rentals « FREE Relocation Packets
cawL US Mike or Denise Zehr,

"Years of Texas Friendly Service"

Toll free: 0800-826-4620

506 Town Square Shopping Center
1-254-547-2019 ™ o peras Cove, Texas 76522

CALL GENE & ERIKA GUDENKAUF|
ToLL FREE FOR YOU:

0-800-181-6612
One Call Does Tt Gill!

Free Relocation P
Property Rent

or email us at:
egudenkaufi@remax net
Teamwork that makes your dream work!

Gene & Erika Gudenkauf
RE/MAX Advantage +
1-888-470-7089
705 N. Dixie Highway
Radcliff, KY 40160

ASSISTING MILITARY FAMILIES
Nationwide Lender.
Lowest Rates. Guaranteed.

CATHOLIC
HOME LOAN

R Bragg/Pope AFB

o

Retired Air Force member is will-

ing to locate the right house for

you and your family in the

Fayetteville area. Contact me for

% referrals to other areas.
MarkJohnson@remax.net

5 Direct : (910)391-5804

All Bases and Retirement Destinations

Find your home today!
www.TheEmetGroup.com

= Retired USAF — We know the PCS process
= Serving all the Military Community
= Do your loan qualification now, before you PCS
Want more? Contact us
wlamerton@tampabay.rr.com
Toll Free 866-856-6318

Walter & Susan Lamerton
Realtor‘lLcensed Assistant

@
GLOBAL Martgage
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Bertuzzi’s plea of guilty draws probation

The Associated Press

VANCOUVER, British Colum-
bia — Vancouver Canucks star
Todd Bertuzzi pleaded guilty to
assault, more than nine months
after slugging Colorado’s Steve
Moore in the head from behind
during a game.

Bertuzzi, who faced a maxi-
mum of 18 months in prison, was
given a conditional discharge
Wednesday, the sentence prosecti-
tor Garth Loeppky recommended
after Bertuzzi agreed to plead
guilty.

Bertuzzi received a year’s pro-
bation in which he is not allowed

to play in a game against Moore,
who was hospitalized with three
fractured vertebrae, facial cuts,
post-concussion symptoms and
amnesia after the March 8 hit.

Bertuzzi also must perform 80
hours of community service. If he
complies and meets probation re-
quirements, he won’t have a crim-
inal record.

Bertuzzi was indefi-

postseason games while losing
nearly $502,000 in salary. On Fri-
day, he was barred from playing
in Europe by the

funds from Sviluppo Italia, an

agency linked to the Economy

Ministry that promotes business
and i

Ice Hockey Federation.

Turin '06 organizers negotiate
transfer to cover shortfall

Report: Russian swimming
great Popov retires

PARIS — Four-time Olympic
i swimmer Al ds

medal, L’Equipe reported.

The four-time Russian Olympi-
an won the S50-meter and
100-meter freestyle in the 1992
Barcelona Games and in Atlanta
in 1996. He earned a silver in the
2000 Games in Sydney.

to bid

ROME — O of the
Turin 2006 Winter Olympics said
Thursday they are negotiating a
transfer of funds from a public
agency to cover a budget shortfall
esumaled to be over $243 million.

s said in a s

nitely by the NHL, missing 13 reg-
ular-season games and seven

lhey were meeting in Rome on
Thursday to finalize a transfer of

Popov of Russia has retired.

The French sports daily
L’Equipe reported Thursday that
Popov, 33, made the decision
after consulting with his coach
and family upon returning home
from the Athens Olympics in Au-
gust, which he left without a

for 2014 Winter Games

SEOUL, South Korea — Pyeo-
ngchang was selected Thursday
as South Korea’s bidder for the
2014 Winter Olympics, winning a
second chance to try for the
Games.Pyeongchang lost out to
Vancouver for the 2010 Games.

STRIPES RELOCATION GUIDE

Log On and Pre-Qualify for FREE!

| 1-800-947-8153

4

Changing the Way the Military Moves~

MEMBER FDIC

koo s e
of Natio

=

COLORADO

NEW BUILT or RESALE? = FIRST TIME HOME BUYER?
RELOCATI(JN PACKAGE FOR HUME BUYERS

*+CHECK OUT OUR BIG $53 SPEC
PETRA HAEBICH
Broker Associate
RE/MAX m’cmms Inc. e
PetraHaebichaREMAX. i

WWW. Pethaebm! com

We’ll get you Pre-Approved BEFORE you move!
Professional Service - Personal Touch

o~ DWIGHT HOWARD
-

RBC MORIGWGE

For a fast loan...

Cash Bal;l(
Bi

RT I-IOOD

Ft Brang. Ft Campbell, FI Stewast, FL Lawis, Ft. Knox.?
FREE RELOCATION INFORMATION

3 Free Nights
Hotel

706-322-1800 or Toll Free 3888

Steve Freeman
& Mary Ellen Verme

Hammwumgagmmnm com

9-RELD

N\

|
I

'

'

v

'

' =
v

'

»

'

'

ol

&
= Www.yesomni.com
e

click herel

Washington, D. C. Area
& Northern Virginia
Free 200 Page Book

“How to Buy Your Home,
Without Getting Ripped O

i

-
.l

Area Maps, Newspapers
Over 50,000 Homes for sale

www.TerrySeaman.Com
Terry Seaman Realty 1-800-708-9969

:E’: Call Chris Roussel

Coidwedl Banker United, Reatiors

2705-E Highway 190, Capperas Cave, TX 76522

Call Toll Free:

= ECRMATION: Emg

ail:
g ikt 4 Pagal

l Barik Mongage - Toh Free; 0-800- 1624037
Equal Hausing Lender

www.coldwellbanker.com
+ New Home Construction
* Serving Deridder and Leesville
* Free Relocation Information

Contact Me Today!

COoLDWELL
Wayne Hall
IRAR Broker/Owner

Wayne Hall Real Estate
B00-877-0677

waynechall@yahoo.com
{337) 463-9994

or

A 26 year Military Family
moving Mountains to make
your Real Estate Dreams come true.

www.CheyenneMountainRealty.com

feeo
Sun

COLORADO

Call Christa Miranda

Tiffany Ades (Assistant)

German Speaking.

‘hr. nmlr.mda coldwellbanker.com

Ft Jackson % Shaw AFB * Charleston AFB

Beaufort MCAS * Parris Island * Naval Hosp
HOME BUYER REPRESENTATION SPECIALISTS
Buyers: “We work to get you the best price & terms”
*One stop shopping™-We handle it all
Loan Approval * Negotiations « Inspections + Insurance * Closing
Call George: 1-800-310-5112 weekends are OK or

com

com or

"~ Ask for: Relocation Pkg, info on Schools, Area & Jobs Buy Stripes this Sunday and
Home Buyer Representation Realty, Inc. NO FEES! every Sunday to get your scene!

——— What's your scene?

-

STABS#STRIPES




PAGE 40

L]

* STARS AND STRIPES

. Saturday - Sunday, December 25-26, 2004

SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Saturday

AFN-Sports, 4:30 m.-NFL: FOX NFL Friday.
 AFN-Sports, 5 a.mNFL: Green Bay at Min-

"AFN-Atiantic, 9 am. College football Ha-
waii Bowl, Alabama-Birmingham at H;

Sunday
AFN-Sports, 2 am.-NFL: ESPN Saturday
NFL Cmmme
AFN-Sports, Z.ZW a.m.-NBA: Detroit at Indi-
ana,
AFN-Pa

Korea, 3 a.m.-College football:
HawE Bows, AabarvaBoGAm ot T
waii (dId).

AFN-Atiantic, 3 a.m.-NFL Green Bay at Min-
nesota (did). X

AFN-SpOrts, 5 a.m.-NBA: Miami at LA, Lak-
ers.

AFN-Pacific/Korea, _ AFN-Atlantic, 6

S The NFL Today.

ic/ AFNCAtlantic, 630
akland af Kansas City.
‘AFN-Sports, :

nver at Ten-

nessee.

AFN-Sports, 5 p.m.-NBA: Miami at LA, Lak-
ers (did).

AFN-Atiantic, 9 p.m.-NBA: Miami at LA. Lak-
ers (dld).

APN:Sports, 9 pamNFL: Denver at Tennes-
see (di

Monday
AFN-Sports, 1 a.m.-NFL: ESPN Sunday NFL
Countdown.
A'N I-Atlantic, 2 am.-NFL: CBS The NFL

ic/Korea, 2 a.m.-NFL: FOX NFL

Am Inlam 3a.m.-NFL: San Diego at Indi-
napol

ific/Korea, 3 am.-NFL: Atlanta at
NewOrleans.
APN-Sports, 3 am. \FL: altimore at pits-
'AN-Atiantic, 6 a.m.NFL: New England at
. Jet:

AFN-Paci

ic/Korea, 6 a.m.-NFL: Carolina at
Tampa Bay,
AFN-Sports, 6 a.m.-NFL: Teams to be an-

nounced.
AFN-Atlantic, 9 a.m.-NFL: Houston at Jack-

sopule i)
rts, 9:30 a.m.-NFL: ESPN NFL Prime-

MAru-snms, 10:30 am.-NFL: Cleveland at
iami.
AFN-Sports, 3 p.m.-NFL: ESPN NFL Prime-
‘Time final.
AFN-Sports, 5:30 p.m.-NBA: Dallas at Den-
ver (did).

Tuesday

rts, 330 am.-College football:
ESPN canege ‘GameDay.

ports, 4 a.m.College football: MPC
Compulers Bowl, Fresno State vs. Virginia at
soise ldahe

30 am.-College football:
Moltorlcwty Bow, Tolddo Ve, Cometheut a
etro

AFN-Atlantic, 9:30 a.m.-NFL: ESPN NFL Mon-
day Night Courtdown,
s L lantic, 11 a.m.-NFL: Philadelphia at
t.

rts, 11 am.-Figure skating: ISU
crant peFial.

Times Japan and Kores Standard Time;
dicates delayed broadcast. A

e oo Chahab. Vi whw myafnas
for more information.

Pro football

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
Eas
W LT Pt PFPA
Yepgnsland 12 2 0 857 303 240
LY. Jets 10 4 0 714297 206
Buffalo 6 0 571330 248
Miami 110 214292 317
outh
yIndianapolis 113 0 786 474 287
Jacksonvile 6 0 571 248 253
8 0 429274 317
Tomessee 10 0 28 304 383
North
y-Pittsburgh 1310 929323220
Baltimore. 6 0 571280 225
Cincinnati 8 0 229 313 340
Cleveland 110 214 247 366
West
y:san Diego 13 0 785391
G 0 571311 774
Kansas City 8 0 429 435 381
Oakland 9 0 357 284
NATIONAL CONFERENG
Eas
W LT pct pF
yz-Philadelphia 13 1 0 929 369
Dallas 9 0 357 25 367
N iants 9 0 357 253 300
Washington 9 0 3572002
South
y-Atianta 13 0 786 301
arolina 8 0 429 300 298
New Orleans 8 0 429 301 374
Tampa Bay 9 0 357274 255
North
x-Green Bay 60 571359335
Minnesota 6 0 571 3% 340
Chicago 9 0 357 204 281
Getroit 9 0 357258 313
West
geatde 70 5003193
Louis 8 0 429 267 356
& 9 0 357251 291
San Francisco 120 (143 245 390

x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division
z-clinched conference

y's game
Green Bay at Minnesota

Saturday's games

Oakland at Kansas City

Denver at Tennessee
pSunday's games

Cleveland at Miami
Monday's game
Philadelphia at St. Louis

ollege basketbal
AP Men’s Top 25 fared

1, Minois (11-0) heal i 7064, Next:
, Longwoad Monday,

(s 0 beat Wi 73-62.
Seorgetoth ity bec 51
- Okianoma state  (9:0, 4 not play. Next:
vs;No. 13 Gonzaga,

b Carcig (853G not play. Next:
s NOTEh CaronaWIington. Tuestay.
5. Wake ‘Fore
Nex

t (10-1) beat’ New Mexico
North Carolina A&T, Thurs-

not play. Next: vs. Clem-

unday,
7 e (L1 eat Rice 88.72.Next:vs
any, N.Y., Tuesday.
s Kenmcky G beat Wiliam & Mary
Next s, Campbel wednesda
5 heat charieston
. St Lt Caecamy:
10. pmsnurgh (80)did not play. Next: vs.
Richmond, Thursday.

beat Central Conn.

15, Gonzaga (o n mn ot piag Next: at No.

3QKiahoma State, Tuesday.

a (8- z) md D0f play. Next: vs.

Eastern Wasm ingtor

< (8:2) beat cemenary 97-52. Next:
ntonio, Wednesd:

e ioactn io,

i6. North Camhnzs!a{e @-1) di
Nexts vs. Columi ay.

7 lowa (10D did not play. Next: vs. Air
Force, Tusday.

8 Louisvile (52 beat Austin peay 77-49.
5. Morehead State, Monday
NS Nabama o.13 beat Texas A&M-Cor-
RS, ot 1654 Next: a Wisconsi,
Wednesday

20. George Washington (7-1) did ot play.
rida Infernational, thursday.

1. Wississippi State (112 beat Jackson-
vite State- o2 Nexes ver Virgiria. toch,

[not play.

nnat] 4 0) beat La Salle 8463,
onday.

Ny Mlchlgan sme ) et play.Next:

21;« i esday.

Asheville,
\and "62) did not pay. Noxt vs.

rsday
v Tgiia ()0 notpay. Nex: s Loy-
ola Marymount, Thursday.

Wednesday’s men’s scores

EAST
oston College 88, Duguesne 70

icknell 76, Niagara 74

alifornia, Pa. 105, East Sroudsburg 103
larion 86, Cheyney 83

onnem:ut &) Cont. Connecticut st. 59

a 77, Va, Commonwealth 7:
itztown 77, Loch 71
afayette 73, Moravi

lercyhurst ppery Rock 52
utgers 88, Fa\rle\g Telinson 57
yracuse 85,

Hianova 86, Albany, N.v. 72

labama 76, Texas A&M-Corpus Christi 54
o Crarieshon &7 Lot Carolina 65
Jorda Sh. . Kentucky 45
eorgia 78, Bethune-Cool
eorgia Tech 90, Charlesmn Soumem 8
oward 6 James Vadison
Sk 2, Wil vty 47
essaippi st o8 Jacksonville st. 53
urray St o, e faw
s St. 101,

’, Loyol 5
.68, 5 Carolina st 65, OT
anderm 8 Abpaiachan st.51
ky 89, Kentucky St
NRehiGan 7a. raina Toch 66
MIDWEST

utler 74, Ball St. 68

5i2
bt
EEp
pEEEE
g

T Sk 17 Carrol, Wis. 72

Baylor 97, Md-Eastern Shore 73
Lamar 91, Tulsa
North Yexis &, SE Missouri62

Toxabs. Cantonary
RENST i

Texas fing st 66
Texas A&M-Kingeuile 13- ncarnate Word 51
Texas-Arlington 95, Texa-yler 81

- 7. Wright St. 59

Arizona St. 68, Santa Clara 63
. Colorado 85 Texas t. 62,207

GNLV 85, Fortda Attantic 66
Uta o2, caw oSLOT6

Wake

Washmgton 14/ Satreq Heart 53
Wyoming 45, Wishington St. 47

Billy Minardi Clnssm
Championship
Louisville 77, Aust eay 49

Ind-Purcindpls. 72 New Orleans 60
pot Golden Bear Classic
st Round
California 69, Har 46
Fepbardine 31 Ankansas st 82
Outrig ow Classic

inal
Hawaii 55, Oral Roberts 54
Southern Cal 81,

Consolation Bracket
Clemson 83, Indiana S
Seorgetonn 51, Long Beach st. 51

in Juan Shootout

Championship

Toledo 68, Auburn, &

ird Place
Middle Tennessee 73, Delaware 69, OT
adidas D3 00tout
Second Round
Hanover 70, Mount St. Mary, N.Y. 64
EXHIBITION
Wis.-Eau Claire 86, Finlandia 70
Women’s AP Top 25 fared

Wednesday

1,LSY 110) did not play. Next: v, Texas
State, Thursday, Dec. 30.
ord (4 ) ot play. Next: at Ore-

day.
Q1D a1t not
\s\Aand K Kb, A
Houston State, Tuesd:
5. Baylor (9-1) did nu( “play. Next: vs. Mon-
tana State, Wedn
Carolina 49

P
e Bame (10 did not play. Next: at
Northen llinois, Thursday, ec. 0.

it 4 z)dam WGt lay. Next at

Tennessee (8-2) mdvnot play. Next: at
NO. 24 Rutgers, Wednesday
Pm o State (11-1 did it play. Next: at
eni

\aa/ Next: v Rhode

oy Nv: vs. Sam

did not play. Next:

State, Thursday,
fchigan' State (10-1) did ot play.
Nexi: bt No.B Conpectcuts Wednesday.
L2 Texas Tech (7.2)did ot play. Next: vs.
Sacramento State,
13 Minnescta (6.2 G mot play. Next: vs.
Drake, Thurs
Boston couege (&) defeated st Jo-

d not play. Next: vs. Ar-

e oo i nm play. Next: at

New Orleans, thursday, Dec, 30

17. Maryland (8-1) did not play. Next: vs.
Massachusetts, Wednesday.

8. lowa (100) i not play. Next: at Wis-
i Miwalikes, Tue ay.

%5, Depaul (62 cid notpav Nextvs. Val-
ver, N.H., Wed

'(®) did not play. Next: vs.
South Dakota state, Tuesda)
2. Houston (62} did rmt play. Next: at
New MexeD state. Manday, Jan
53 Kansas sme(s Rt iay. Next:at
Villanova, Tues
24, Rutgers (&3) did not play. Next: vs. No.
9 Tennessee, Wednesd:
25. Utah (8:3) did not play. Next: at Gonza-
9a, Wednesday.

Wednesday’s women’s scores

EAST
Boston Callege 5, Sant Joseph's 41
Glarion 73, Cheynéy 63

rtford 57, Ri
Kutztown 47, Lock Haven 46

Salle 68, Providence 32

52 oo N 5 Lafayette 33
West Chester 70, indiana, Pa. 66

CS Northridge 77, New Orleans 51

ARG Fln Gu\icoas! a7

. linois 67, Charleston Southern 49
Indiar h a1

i , Simpson,

SW Missouri St. 73, SE Missouri 64
w. jan 65, Detroit

Wis-shkosh 77, Carroll, Wis. 72
tteville 73, Edgewor

Voungstown st 74, C\eveland St.52

SMU80, San Diego St 36 -
Texas A&M-Corpus Cl

WEST
San Diego 80, Air Force 78, 0T
UNLV 66, Nevada 60

Chamy
Florida St. 83, Charlolte 7
ird Place
Northwestern 69, Towson &6
Fifth Place.
Toledo 43, N. lowa 40
Seventh

ce
Fordnam 72, puerto Ao eyaguez 31
ton Barcelo Navy Classic

Delaware st. 57, NCoAshevile 51
Navy 69, Morehead St. 46

College football

Bowl glance
Tuesday, Dec. 14
ew " lowl
Southern Mississmm 31, Nonh Texas 10
Tuesday, Dec. 21
Champs Sports Bowl
At Orlando, Fla.
out:
Georgia Tech 51, Syracuse 14
‘Wednesday,
AC Bow|
lobile, Ala.

Payout: $7"
Bowling Green 52, Memphis 35
Thursday

, Dec.
o acth Texas) Bowl
Cincinnati (6- 5) vs MarshaH &9

3000
Wyoring 655+ v_s Jelaes

o
At Honolulu
ut: $150,000

Monday, b
MPC Computers Bowl
laho

ise,
Payout: $750,000

Fresno State (8-3) vs, Virginia (8-3)
Motor l;:ily Bowl

0 3780000
Toledo (53 ve CoMECHE U-6)
Tuesday, De

Indepe ence Bowl
At Shrevey

Payout 513 milion
lowa State (6-5) vs. Miami (Ohio) (8-4)
Insight Bowl
At Phoenix
Payout: $750,
Oregon State (6-5) vs. Notre Dame (6-5)
Wednesday, Dec. 29
Houston Bowl

Payout: $1.1 million
Texas-E| Paso (8:3) vs. Colorado (7-5)
‘Alamo Bowl

\t San Antonio

__ payout: 5155 million
Ohio State (7-4) vs, Oklahoma State (7-4)
iay, Dec. 30
Continental Tire Bowl
‘At Charlotte, N.C.
Payout: ST
(cBston College 53) vs. North Carolina

Emerald Bowl
AtSan Francisco
Payout: $750,000

NK MCNAMARA

P BASEBALL” WHEN THEY

WHINE “WE GOTTA
CLEAN UF BKE AS MUCH MONEY
OF THE Ble HITTING STATS AS LS GUYQ N THE PLAYERS'

o vo AP [T 10T LKE STERODS OTAER THE

HAT WASN'T LAST YEAR'S MAJOR-
ATTENDANCE AN ALLTIME RIGH?

wmu\wsvslsﬂonmsm

New Mexico (7-4) vs. Navy (9-2)
Hollday Bowl

Payout: $2
Califoria g s, Toxas Tech 1-4)

ayout:
Alabama (6-5) vs. Minnesota (6-5)
un
AtEl Paso, Texas

Purdue 145 o Rinore State(! 3)
rty Bowi

Libe
24 Vemphis,
Payout: $1.35 mi
Boise State m—o) v Lomsv-ue a0-1)

s miion
Miami 698 Florca )

Wednesday’s transactions

L0STON ReD SoXRoread o terms with
P Matt Clement on a three-year contract
and LHP Lenny DeNardo on a one-year con-

act

0 WHITE SOX—Agreed to_terms
WitRHS Sriand Hernandez on a two-year
cor k Leyva_manager of

Southern League and Rafael Santana
minor league infield nstr
CLEVELAND
Wit Wark Shapiro. Qeneral manager: on s
twoear contract extension hrough 2007
and LHP Billy Traber jason Bere on
Tinor eagué contracts.

YORK ‘YANKEES—Agreed to_terms
with RHP Carl Pavano on a four-year con-

ract,
TAMPA BAY DEVIL RAYS—Agreed to terms.
with 18-DH Josh Phelps on a one-year con

National League
DODGERS —Named

Hendrick minor league hit-

Xpos—Agreed to terms with
c anan Schncmcr gna one-year contract,
0 terms with
R Orber Nortn on & winey 1oages o
rac
LOUIS CARDINALS—Agreed to terms
Wwith OF 50 Taguchi and LS Mike Myers on
one-year contracts.
‘SAN DIEGO PADRES —Agreed to terms with
OF Dave Roberts and OF Mark Sweeney on
one-year contracts.

L
National Basketball Association
CLEVELAND _CAVALIERS—Activated F-G
Luke Jackson from the injured list. Placed G

Dajuan Wagner on the njured I

OUSTON ROCKETS—Activated G Charlie
WA ahe Bosan Nachbar fom (he i
jured list. Placed F Ryan Bowen and G Andre
Barrett on the njured s st

LAKERS—Placed C_Viade

DvgC on the | .murea st Activated F Brian
Grant from the injure

National Football Le
ATLANTA FALCONSbiaced B Stanley
pritchett on njured reserve. Signed F&
George L

BUFFALG BILLS—Signed R Dante Brown
from Cleveland's pracice squad. Placed C

Jon Dorenbos on njured reserv:
 BEARS. Placed L8 Stian urlach-
reserve signed OF Alaiy Kashay
ctics d. Signed LB Carl

Bijocto the macics saua
CINCINNATI BENGALS-— S\gned FB Doug Ea-
slick to the practice sqt
DETROIT Lioks-— Piaced WR Eddie Drum-
mond on injured reserve. Signed CB Mike
chols o anssota s pracme squad:

Rabih AbGuilah and. WA Kevi Kasper
aive mare Lowe and LB Justin

s.
RACISCO 49ERS—Placed DE Andre
ned LB Max
e practi igne
Corey Smith ffom Tampa ay's practice

squad
LE SEAHAWKS—Placed LB Curtis
Randan gniniured recerve,

A BAY BUCCANEERS —Signed DE Bry-
antheneal Plaged S Jermaine Philips on in-
jured reserve. Signed in Pearson to
B roeiice” S, Relsased OF Sorey
Smith from the practice squad.

Mai
C0LORADO " RAPIDS-Named
Clavijo coach.
TENNISITF—Suspended _ Stefan _Koubek
three months for failing a drug test at the
French Open.

Fernando
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BCS planning new formula without AP poll

BY RALPH D. RUSSO
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The Bowl Championship
Series is ready to move on without The As-
sociated Press college football poll.

“I wasn't surprised by the AP's deci-

hese said. “I don’t Lhmk it's a negative
issue. We're just going to have to put our
heads together and come up with an alter-
native way of picking the teams for the 1-2
game.”

The Associated Press told the BCS on
Tuesday to stop using its poll to determine
‘which teams play for a national title.

BCS coordinator and Big 12 commission-
er Kevin Weiberg has said the BCS hopes
to have a new formula ready by April.

“We’re not heading toward a playoff,”
Tranghese said Wednes

So for the second straight season and the
fifth time since the system was implement-
ed in 1998, the BCS will change the way it
computes its standings.

This season, the BCS streamlined its for-
mula and put heavy emphasis on the AP
and ESPN/USA Today coaches poll. The
goal was to make it more likely that Nos. 1

More changes brewing for troubled system

and 2 in the polls played in the national
title game, unlike last season when South-
ern California was a consensus No. 1 but
left out of the BCS championship.

Without the AP poll, the BCS’s current
formula is left with the coaches poll and six
computer rankings.

The BCS could just stick with those two
and change the weighting system. Or it
could add more computers. Or maybe it
could even revive the strength of schedule
component, which was eliminated because
it was deemed redundant.

“We certainly have other options on how
to select and rank the teams,” Pac-10 com-
missioner Tom Hansen said.

The BCS already was looking at the possi-
bility of a selection committee picking the
teams for the championship game, taking a
page from the NCAA basketball tourna-
ments.

But a committee probably wouldn’t be
the best way to fill the two at-large spots.

And starting with the 2006 season, the
number of at-large teams is destined to go

up as the BCS expands to five games to
allow greater access to teams from outside
the six conferences that now have automat-
ic entry.

“Adding the fifth game is going to give
us less pressure,” Hansen said. “One of the
problems has been good teams being left
out. With one more game, that’s less likely
to happen.”

The original BCS formula was com-
prised of an average of the two human
polls, an average of three computer rank-
ings, total losses and strength of schedule.

Since then the computers rankings have
changed in number and name and other el-
ements have come and gone. The polls
have been a constant.

The coaches poll is not likely to follow
the AP’s path.

“We'll be a part of it if we are asked to be
apart of it,” said Grant Teaff, the president
of the American Football Coaches Associa-
tion, which oversees the poll.

The AP said in a statement that the
BCS’s unauthorized use of its poll has

“harmed AP’s reputation and interfered
with AP’s agreements with AP poll vot-
ers.”

So losing the AP poll doesn’t spell doom
for the BCS and is not a step toward creat-
ing the playoff system the fans and a grow-
ing number of coaches want.

The university presidents have made it
clear they won’t sign off on a playoff sys-
tem.
ABC, unhappy with the BCS’s idea of
adding another game with no champion-
ship ramifications, tried to push the BCS to-
ward a playoff dunng contract negotia-
tions for broadcast rights earlier this year.
But the BCS simply found another suitor,
happy to buy what it was selling.

The BCS signed a four-year deal worth
$320 million with Fox last month for the
broadcast rights to the Fiesta, Orange and
Sugar bowls from 2007-10 and the national
title game from 2007-09.

“The BCS is here and it’s going to contin-
ue,” Tranghese said. “But the BCS is a tar-
get for all the playoff proponents. When
something like this happens they jump on
it. They look at something like this as a
crack. They don’t understand the strong po-
sition of our presidents.”

BGSU pulls
away from
Memphis

BY JOHN ZENOR
The Associated Press

MOBILE, Ala. — Omar Jacobs and P.J.
Pope helped Bowling Green turn a shoot-
out into a blowout in the GMAC Bowl.

Jacobs passed for 365 yards and five
touchdowns — four in the first half — and
Pope ran 28 times for 151 yards and a pair
of 1-yard scores in the Falcons’ 52-35 victo-
ry over Memphis on Wednesday night.

Pope also caught a 13-yard pass for the
only score of the third quarter to give the
Falcons (9- 3) a42-28 lead.

“He mlg ht be our best offensive player
overall,” coach Gregg Brandon said.

And that's saying something.

Jacobs, who capped a marvelous debut
season as a starter, connected with Charles
Sharon and Steve Sanders for two touch-
down passes each before halftime.

The Falcons led 35-28 at halftime and
won their fourth consecutive bowl game.

“We've been putting up big numbers in
the first half but we don’t necessarily do it
in the second half,” said Pnpe who has
scored in nine straight games. “We were
talking about finishing all week.”

The Tigers (8-4), playing in back-to-back
bowl games for the first time, couldn’t
Kkeep up with the nation’s No. 4 offense,
which totaled 558 total yards.

emphis’ DeAngelo Williams ran for
120 yards on 18 carries before limping to
the locker room at the end of the third quar-
ter with a broken right leg.

e hurt it earlier in the game but went
back in and couldn’t get through a tearful
postgame press conference.

“He had been their weapon all year, and
with him being hurt and out of the game
we knew they're just a one-dimensional
team,” Bowling Green linebacker Jovon
Burks said.

anny Wimprine nearly matched Ja-
cobs’ performance, going 26-for-39 for 324
yards and four touchdowns. But Wimprine
passed for just 11 yards in the third quar-
ter and lost a fumble.

Jacobs, whose led the nation and set a
Mid-American Conference record with 41
TD passes, completed 26 of 44 passes with

Bowling Green quarterback Omar Jacobs, who led the nation and set a Mid-American

Conference record with 41 TD passes t

an interception to earn Most Valuable Play-
er honors.

If his first season as a starter is an indica-
tion, he’s in line for the kind of prolific ca-
reer of former MAC quarterbacks such as
Byron Leftwich and Ben Roethlisberger.

“We saw glimpses of it in the few games
he played in last year,” Bowling Green of-
fensive lineman Andrew Hart said. “We
knew he had a chance to be pretty good.
‘We didn’t know how good.”

The offenses stopped themselves early
in the third quarter.

Jacobs threw only his fourth intercep-
tion of the season to give the Tigers the ball
at Bowling Green's 41.

Memphis tried to go for it on fourth
down but was twice penalized for having
12 men on the field.

“We're going in to tie the game at that
point, and it was a critical part of the
game,” Memphis coach Tommy West said.
“We botched that up, and T'll take the
blame for that.”

Bowling Green made it 42-28 on the en-
suing possession with Pope slipping under-
neath for a 13-yard touchdown catch on
third-and-7.

The Tigers then squandered another trip
across midfield when a scrambling Wim-
prine fumbled the ball and Bowling
Green’s Mike Thaler recovered 31 yards
behind the line of scrimmage to set up a
field goal.

Not surprisingly, it was a night for offen-
sive records.

year, was voted MVP of the GMAC Bowl.

Jacobs joined Roethlisberger and
Leftwich as the league’s only 4,000-yard
passers. The Falcons also set the MAC
record for scoring average in a season.

Bowling Green 52,
Memphis 35

Bowling Green 21 T10-8
Memp! ¢ oua 721 0 7-:
Ba—pope L run uichans k\ck) Toza.
BG—Sharon 18 pass from Jacobs (Suisham kick), 9:37.
ohem S‘Doucene 42 pass from Wimprine (GostkowsKi
i}
8G-Sharon 36 pass from Jacobs (Suisham Kick), 439.

Vem—Keley 60 pass TR Wimprine (Gostowski
g i3
Sanders 31 pass from Jacob (Suisham kick) 954,
Menhiery i Bass from Wimprine. (Gostkoviski
ok
SR iliams 31 run (Gosthowsiq Kick), 37,
66 Sancers 17 pas rom acobs (Sisham ic. 37
B6-Pope 13 pass g T Guisham ek, 315,
BG—FG Sulsham 37, 14109,
BG—Pope 1 run (Suisham ik, 8
Mem-B5cette 14 pass rom Witirine (Gostkowski

A,

First downs
Rushes-yards

214
B3

Time of Possession
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Green, Pope 28-151, Lane 536, Ja-
o1 Seam Fopincs 1 Magon L:(minus
Wiliiams " 18-120, Doss 5.7, Wimpri

2637

Pas; owling, Green, Jacobs 26:44-1:365. Mem-
phis, w.mprmeze 9-1-324.
fers 7123, Sharon

Receiving: sand r
s-I17. Magner o1 Ssa%iawkms 335, MGrady 119, Fope
113, ‘Memphis, Gideon 6-38 4-108, Avery 3-51,
Boss YemB S Corette 36 Wit 335, bavis 336
Pratcher 2-5, Scott 1-15, Williams 1-4.

Pitt hires
Wannstedt

The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Former Miami Dol-
phins coach Dave Wannstedt accepted
the coaching job at his alma mater, Pitts-
burgh, on Thursday, exactly a week
after he turned the Panthers down and
said he wasn’t ready to coach again.

‘Wannstedt, who stepped aside by mu-
tual agreement after Miami’s record
fell to 1-8, felt differently after talking
to Pitt athletic director Jeff Long early
in the week. The two talked extensively
after that, and Wannstedt agreed to take
the job after Long agreed to bump up
the salaries for Pitt’s assistant coaches.

After Wannstedt pulled out, Long in-
terviewed Baltimore Ravens offensive
coordinator Matt Cavanaugh and Pitt
defensive coordinator Paul Rhoads
twice each, but Wannstedt was believed
to be Pitt’s first choice all along. Wannst-
edt was known to have the backing of
Pitt chancellor Mark A. Nordenberg.

‘Wannstedt, a native of Baldwin, Pa.,a
Pittsburgh suburb, has never been a col-
lege head coach, but is a former Pitt as-
sistant and is known to be an innovative
defensive coach. He succeeds Walt Har-
ris, who is leaving for Stanford after
coaching Pitt to a 25-12 record the past
three seasons — Pitt’s best three-year
mark since Jackie Sherrill went 33-3
from 1979-81.

Harris and Long did not get along,
and it appeared unlikely Harris would
return next season despite coaching the
No. 19 Panthers to an 8-3 record and a
surprise trip to the Jan. 1 Fiesta Bowl
against No. 5 Utah.

Pitt’s search for Harris’ replacement
lasted 10 days and, though the school in-
terviewed Oklahoma co-defensive coor-
dinator Bo Pelini, never really strayed
beyond Pitt grads or former coaches as-
sociated with the school. New York Gi-
ants defensive coordinator Tim Lewis, a
former Pitt and Pittsburgh Steelers as-
sistant, and former Pitt player and assis-
tant Sal Sunseri of the Carolina Pan-
thers also talked with Long, who was
hired 19 months ago and is making his

first major hire.
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Vick gets $100 million, 10-year deal

BY GEORGE HENRY
The Associated Press

FLOWERY BRANCH, Ga. — Michael Vick

Vick reached incentives in his original contract,
a six-year, $62 million deal, that would have al-
lowed him to void the 2005 and 2006 seasons
next month. Had he done so, the 24-year-old

agreed to a 10-year contract worth more than
$100 million with the Atlanta Falcons that also
guarantees the star quarterback an NFL-record
$37 million in bonuses, an official close to the ne-

gotiations said Thursday.

Vick’s contract surpasses the $98 million deal
quarterback Peyton Manni
signed in March. Manning was guarameed

Indianapolis

$34.5 million in bonuses.

The deal was first reported by the Aanta
e.

Journal-Constitution on its Web

‘The official, who requested anonymity, said

agent on March 2.

Vick would have become an unrestricted free

“We've said on numerous occasions that tl
franchise is committed to bringing a world cham-
pionship to the city of Atlanta, the state of Geor-
gia, as well as to building a sustamable ‘winning
organization consistently in the hunt,”
owner Arthur Blank said in a statement. “To-
day’s contract extension for Michael, in our opin-
ion, moves us closer to achieving those goals.”

Vick, the No. 1 overall draft pick of 2001 out of
Virginia Tech, has a 24-12-1 career record. He is

" Falcons

14-4 since returning from a broken ankle last
year, and this season led the Falcons to their
third division title in franchise history.

Atlanta earned a first-round bye in the NFC
playoffs with an overtime victory over Carolina
last week. The Falcons (11-3) visit New Orleans
on Sunday, but Vick missed his second straight
practice Thursday because of an injured left
shoulder.

Vick, chosen Wednesday to his second Pro
Bowl, needs 80 yards to break the season record
for rushing by a quarterback, set by Chicago’s
Bobby Douglass in 1972. N

In a Week 8 victory at Denver, Vick became ~Michael Vick’s contract
the first player in league history to rush for 100
yards and pass for 250 in a NFL game.

includes an NFL-record
$37 million in bonuses.

NFC North title presents itself
to Minnesota on Chrlstmas Eve

BY DAVE GOLDBERG
The Associated Press

The epitome of NFC mediocrity
will be on display for the nation
on Friday: Green Bay at Minneso-
ta, two decidedly average teams
playing for the

orth.
Yes, the Pack-
ers  already
have clinched a playoff spot and
can clinch the division with a vic-
tory. So can the Vikings, who lost
the first meeting with the Packers
and are tied with them at 8-6.

Minnesota is favored by three
points — what it gets for the home
dome. The Vikings also have
some trends in their favor.

Brett Favre is 3-9 at the Metro-
dome, although the Packers are
2-2 in their past four games there.
‘And Favre tends to play poorly in-

anesota also finally seems to
be getting some late-season luck
after a history of November and
December folds. Last season, the
Vikings were 6-0 and finished 9-7,
missing the playoffs on a last-sec-
ond touchdown by the Arizona
Cardinals. Going into last week’s
game, they were 2-5 after going
S-1.

But they won at Detroit on a
bad snap on what would have
been a game-tying extra point by
the Lions. Then they watched
Green Bay lose at home to Jack-
sonville because Favre threw one
awful interception and the Jag-
uars’ Deon Grant made a brilliant
play to thwart another Packers
drive.

“We had luck on our side,”
Daunte Culpepper acknowl-
edged. “If you keep fighting, you
have to get a break sometime.”

VIKI

New England (minlls 3) at New
York Jets: The last time the Patri-
ots lost two games in a row, the
second defeat was a 30-17 loss to

e Jets in the next-to-last week
of the 2002 regular season. ... PA-
TRIOTS, 30-17.

San Diego (plus 7) at Indianapo-
lis: Peyton gets the record and the
Colts get the AFC’s third seed, al-
though third or fourth are about
the same. ... COLTS, 31-27.

Baltimore (plus 6) at Pitts-
burgh: The Ravens are fighting
for their playoff lives. The Steel-
ers have just about wrapped up

Vikings safety Corey Chavous, celebrating an interception in Detroit
last week, is trying to help Minnesota end a four-year playoff drought.

home ﬁeld for the entire playoffs.

Phlladelphla ®lus 3) at St.
Louis (Monday night): The Rams
are favored because the Eagles
have clinched everything and Ter-
rell Owens is out. Even so ... EA-
GLES, 22-7.

Houston (plus 7) at Jackson-
ville: The Jaguars close in on the
playoffs S, 17-13.

Carolina (plus 3) at Tampa Bay:
The Panthers still look like a play-
off team. ... PANTHERS, 27-23.

Atlanta (plus 4':) at New Or-

leans: This means nothing w Ihe
Falcons, so we might get
Schaub mstead of Michael Vlck
SAINTS, 27-20.
Arizona (pllls 7Y2) at Seattle:
Believe it or not, the Cards still
can win the NFC West. They
won't. ... SEAHAWKS, 31-20.

Denver (minus 4) at Tennes-
see: The Broncos still have a play-
off shot. They’re not playing that

TITANS, 28-27.

Buffalo (minus 11) at San Fran-

cisco: More than a decade ago,

when these two were of Super
Bowl-caliber, they played a game
at Candlestick with no punts. ...
BILLS, 41-3.

Oakland (plus 7) at Kansas
City: Dick Vermeil should have
listened  earlier to  Larry
Johnson’s cries for playing time.

.. CHIEFS, 37-28.

New York Giants (plus 6) at
Cincinnati: Eli Manning will have
a career game. Short career, but
... GIANTS, 34-31.

Washington (minus 2) at Dal-
las: Joe Gibbs is starting to turn
around the Skins. ... REDSKINS,

Cleveland (plus 7) at Miami:
This game was “off” for a while
because of Cleveland’s quarter-
back. What quarterback? ... DOL-
PHINS 2

Chicago (plus 6) at Detroit:
This one won't depend on an
extra point. ... LIONS, 20-10.

Last week: 8-8 (spread), 10-6
(stralghl up).

97-107-4
137 71 (slralght up).

(spread),

[ NFL injury report

NEW YORK (AP) — The Nanona\ Football
League injury renorl ' Friday's game, as
provided by the

FridﬂY

GREEN BAY PACKERS (8-6) AT MINNESOTA
VIKINGS (8-6) — Packers: OUT: WR Robert
Ferguson (he: ad/ ECK) QUEST\ONAELE T
Kevin_Barry (quadricep):

(knec) PROEAB E: LE Na \I Dvggs (bacldkui-
r Gbaj | \a ( eck); D
( o0 e Marco Rivera

BLE: C
TG (o o Anioee " Wirkela
ankle).

Saturday
OAKLAND RAIDERS (5-) AT KANSAS CITY
GHIEFS (&) — Ralders: OUT: G Ron Stone

(kne L Wheatley
oot DOUBTRVL TE Courtney Ander-
son (knee):DE Tyler Brayton (necloy CB Phil-
lip Buchanon (tailbone); LB Sam’ Willi
(anke): CB Charles Woatson (knee). QUE S:
wrence Grant (knco): T

By Sis (backo- Col-
lins (abdomeny: WR Tohe Stone(hams(rlng?.
DE_Vonnie Holliday (groin)

ST VR Johnae orion (ke et

7 Joror S (antle

DT Ryan Sims (ankie).
DENVER BRONCOS (8-6) AT TENNESSEE Tl-
UL: RB Kyle

oc); CB Sa

ocky Boiman (calf; CB R
(we) DE Carlos Hall (nec/fingen): € Justin
finger): iaynesworth

0; Nair
(stemum) TE Shad Meier \D/Wns().TFred

Miller (ankle); G  Benil Oison (toe); LB Cody
Spencer (abdomen).

ARIZONA CARDINALS (5-9) AT SEATTLE SEA-
(17} - Cardinal: OUT; C8 enaldy
Hill (back). QUESTIONABL

O i
At & A an Mayed (Showidenr g8
ohn Navarre (right fingen: L8 Raynoch T

ABI.E S e GE Crambler (knee), RAT... Duck:
tt (knee); DT Edward Jasper (hand); CB
Kevin Mathis Ashculder/ank o5: QB
Vick (left shoulder): CB_Jason_Webster
QUESTIONABLE; TE e Con:

Backy, T Wayne Gandy (kn
Sedrick H & oland

(kne lontra
(footy; & ¥ Me? Mkanel o 08 Orando
uf

annnr RAVENS (8-6) AT PITTSBURGH
STEELERS (13-1) - Ravens: QUESTIONABLE:
E Todd Heap (ankle); DT Ma'ake Kemoeaty
(calf); RB Jamal Lewis (ankle); LB Ray Lewis
(wrist); ion Sanders (foot); LB Bart
Scott BABLE: RB Alan Ricard
Chamstri ester Taylor (hip/knee).
st rell el (groiny; LB

STz sans (Gronm. b
Kriewaldt (hamstring). qussrmms
Plaxico Burress (hamsizing); CB Chad
{ihecs, RS Duce Staey (hamsiings BROBA:
BLE: RB Jerome Bettis (knee); TE Matt Cush-
1 (Shoulaen: 18 Verton Faynes knees ¢
Chukky Okobi (back): S Troy Polamalu
(Shoulden); WR Hines Ward (hip).

BUFFALO BILLS (56) AT SAN FRANCISCO

ERS (2-12) — Bills: OUT: C Jon Dorenbos
(knee). ‘QUESTIONABLE: R8 Traws Henry
(andey; k8 Wills McGahee (e
Footy: L8 Jamie Wi
TIONABLE: WR Arnaz Battle

CAROLINA PANTHERS (6-8) n ‘TAMPA BAY

BUCCANEERS (59) — Panthers: QUESTION-

St DE Qe Spres lower back,
CHICACO BEARS (59) AT DETROIT LioN
Bears: OUT:

) — rSemnson foo0;
{5 Brian Uriacher (hamatring): S Cameron
Worrel (ankle). QUESTIONABLE CB Todd M-

o :
UESTIONABLE- CB

Fernando, Bhart -G T8 e Lowts
(ankle). PROBABLE: DT Marcus Bell (ankie);
WRTai Streets (knee).
JAIOUSTON TEXANS (68) AT JACKSONVILLE
GUARS (6:6)  Texans: OUT: G Zach Wieg-
er!(knee) OESTIONABLE, RE Tony Hollings
(hamstring). daguars: QUESTIONABLE: €3
Bolden (quadricep); RE Fred Taylor
Uire) BROBASLE S Bk Caoper (groimy:
DT Marcus Stroud (knee).
PATRIOTS (12:2) AT

thigh: CB Asante Sarmuel (shoulden PROB:
om Brady (ight shoulder): S

I Loy ankie)
shoulden. st OUT: DE Jonn Abranam
(neo).  PROBABLE: 18 Victor Hobson

E: n
; G Pete Kendall(knee): DT Dewayne
Hoberteon (iine:
SA\E YORK GIANTS (59) AT CINCINNATI
BENGALS (6-8) — Giants: OUT: DT Noy
Hand (groin); & chris Snee Gaw/nflamed

fand
y(ccncuss\an) i -
Gl Ao hachs s Wh Jarmaar Tay\or
(quadricep).  QUESTIONABLE, C Shaun
ara (ke BDemckwara(ank\e),

Beck
Chris perry {absomens, QUST\ONABL )

Clemons (kneey; CB Deltha Oieal
Qe 8 n Pajmer (knee). PROBA-
SN Rnerson (nees: SKim Herring
(thigh); S Kevin Kaesviharn (hip).

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS (11-3) AT INDIANAP-
UESTION:

ROSAD
finton Hart (
KOS rees sashi hamatrings: & Rk
DeMulling (ribs); 'S Bob Sanders (knee).
QUESTIONABLE: T Marcus Polard (ane):

Ra-

BLE: CB Waine Bacon (nec}
heem Brock (knee); CB Nick Harper (neck);
on_Hutchins' (ribs); LB Cato_June
anide/thighy; G Ryan Lifla (ead: L8 Rob
Morrs (head); G Tupe Peko (ankle); s Ger-
me Sapp (i), DT Josh Willams ' (shoul-

(GTON nmsxn‘s 9 AT DALLAS

pr owboys: OUT: LB Al
Shgieton (aroin.

CLEVELAND BROWNS (3-L) AT MIAMI DOL-
PHINS (3-11) — Browns: DOUBTFUL: 5 Chris
Crocker (biceps). OUEETIONABLE: TE Stevs
Helden (anklel; G5 Kelly Holcomb (s DE

(knee/ankie). PROBABLE: C8 Michael Lehan
Camstrr le). Dol

BOTETOL! 18’ £de” Moore (i
QUESTIONABLE' et Mickinney (kne: L6

ach Thomas (hamstring). PROBABLE: DE
Bablu Bowens (backos esley (pecto-
1al) C8 sam Mamson CA K Olinad Mare
i 30 eichaal (ipo 15
ek Pope (handy: T omn S Sl (kreo)

o PHILADELPHIA EAGLES (13-4) AT ST. LOUIS
(6-8) — Eagles: OUT: DE Derrick Bur-
?css (smrnal scpcrauon), s Quintin Mikell
Terrell Owens (ankle);
DOUSTFL: ¢ o
mane Mayberry (tricep): L8 Nate Wayne
Thamstringy, QUESTIONABLE: WH Todd i
ston (knee/quadricep). PROBABLE: DE Hugh
Douglas shoulden: C Hank Fraley (ankle)~
25" Roderick Hood _(shoulder/th
Lewis (ankle), RB_Reno
(ankle): DE Jerome McDougle
Freddie Mitchell quadricep); Ll
Simon (back. Ramst OUT: & Aeneas Wil
fams (eck, QUESTIONABLE G Chris Dish-
eel: “TE_Brandon Manumaleuna
ot BROBABLE: B M. Buloer (rioht
shoulder); CB Travis Fisher (knee).
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Keystone State dominance

Nine Eagles, six Steelers are headed for Honolulu

BY BARRY WILNER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Going 13-1
hasn’t just assured the Eagles and
Steelers of division titles. It's also
made them the leaders in Pro
Bowl players.

Donovan McNabb and Terrell
Owens were among nine Philadel-
phia players chosen for the game,
the most representatives voted in
for one team since 1998.

The Steelers had six Pro
Bowlers in results released
Wednesday.

Joining quarterback McNabb
and wide receiver Owens, who
had ankle surgery Wednesday and
is out for the rest of the regular sea-
son and perhaps the playoffs, were
tackle Tra Thomas, linebacker Jer-
emiah Trotter, placekicker David
AKers, special teamer Ike Reese,
and three of four secondary start-
ers: cornerback Lito Sheppard
and safeties Michael Lewis and
Brian Dawkins.

“You just try to encourage all
the guys,” McNabb said. “It’s
good to see that Lito, Mike and Tke
have made it and get an opportuni-
ty to get over there and get a good
feel of All-Star play and to say that
they’ve been a Pro Bowler. It says
alot for this organization, it says a
lot for those players and it says a
lot for this team.

“We’re going to continue this
thing on and continue to open up

The Eagles have clinched
home-field advantage for the
NFC playoffs. Pittsburgh owns
the AFC North crown and had the
next-most selections in balloting
by players, coaches and fans. The
Steelers had six: linebackers Joey
Porter and James Farrior, safety
Troy Polamalu, center Jeff Hart-
ings, guard Alan Faneca and wide
receiver Hines Ward. That led
the AFC, ahead of Baltimore and

Eagles quarterback Donovan McNabb was selected to play in h

ifth

Pro Bowl. Nine players is the most Philadelphia has ever had in a Pro
Bowl and the most for a NFL team since 1998.

Kansas City with five each, while
Indianapolis and New England
had four apiece.

“We do have a good team and
our individual success is a direct
reflection of our team,” Farrior
said.

Green Bay, Atlanta and Dallas
had four each in the NFC for the
game in Honolulu on Feb. 13.

There were 25 first-time selec-

For only the third time, a set of
brothers made the same Pro
Bowl. Cornerback Ronde Barber
of Tampa Bay and running back
Tiki Barber of the Giants were se-
lected for the NFC roster — the
first twins to make it.

The other brothers were Bruce
and Clay Matthews in 1989 and
1990, Sterling and Shannon
Sharpe from 1993-95.

Peyton Manning set a record in
fan voting and was a runaway

choice for AFC quarterback, along
with the Patriots’ Tom Brady and
the Chargers’ Drew Brees.

“[ certainly appreciate it,” said
Manning, one touchdown pass
short of Dan Marino’s record of
48 in a season. “I know it’s voted
on by my peers, by the coaches
and the fans, and I'm proud to rep-
resent the Colts there.”

The other Colts on the AFC ros-
ter were wide receiver Marvin
Harrison, running back Edgerrin
James and defensive end Dwight
Freeney, the league’s sacks lead-
er with 15.

On becoming first Colts defend-
er since end John Dutton from
1975-77 to make it two straight
years, Freeney said, “You want to
make it a consistent thing.”

Tampa Bay linebacker Derrick
Brooks made it for the eighth con-
secutive time, joining four others
— Jack Lambert, Lawrence Tay-

Pro Bowl Roster
‘American Football Conference
Wide receivers — Marvin Hamson, India-

napolis; e lohnson, Houston: chad
Jofnson, Cincinnati: Aihes Ward:

gh.
Tackles = Willie Anderson, Cincinnat;
Jonathan gden, Baltimore: Wilte Roaf.
Kansas City.
uards — Alan Faneca, Pittsburgh; Will
shields, Kansas City: Bria Waters, Kansas

rs = deft Hartings, Pitsburoh;
Kewin Mawae, New Yok
Tony Gonzalez Kansas
Clty, Antnmu Gates, San Dieg
s = Tom Brady. New En
Sha Brow Brecs, an bicgo: Foyton Man-
mnq, Indianapols.
ac errin James, India-
TooTa B i N Yok oo Lo
inian Tominson, San Diego.

Defens
Abraiam, New York Jets;
g meney Indianapolis; Jason Tay"

iemen — Sam Adams, Buffalo;
Richare s segmour New England; Marcus
nville.
ide linebackers — Joey Porter, Pitts-
burgh; Takeo Spikes, ~ Buffalo; ~Terrell
Suggs, Baltimore.
Insi

— James Farrior, Pitts-
burgh; Ray | Lews, S Barimor

Tory o Cincihaty Chrs McASter
saftmore,
strong safety — Troy polamulu, Pits-
burgh £d Reed. altimore.
Free safties _ Jonn Lynch,Denver.

peci
punter — shane Lechier, dakland.
Placekicker — Adam Vinatiei, New n-

return  specialist —

ikt

Terrence

Spaclal teamer — Ly 1220, New En-
lan
National Football Conference
Offense

Jeans M Muamnad, Caroha: Tor
rell Gwens, philadelphia; Javon Walker,

Tacdes” — orlando_Pace, St. Louts;
:Ia‘llﬁ‘r Sones, seatie: Tra Thomas, phla:
Larry Allen, Dallas; Marco Riv-
eray Green Bay; Steve Hutchinson, Seattle.
— Oiin Kreutz, Chicago; Matt
el Minnesota.
ends — Alge Crumpler, Atlanta;
Jagon witten, Dalt
 Quarterbacks ~ Daunte Culpepper, Min-
ota; Donovan McNabb, Philadeip!
Vichae| Vick, Atlar nte,

o Run n Green, Green
T barber Now Yok Glans; Shaun
Alexanﬂer Seattle.
ullback ~ William Henderson, Green

Ends — Bertrand ser Berry. Arizona; Patrick
Kerney, Atlanta; Julius Peppers, Carolina.

Interior linemen — La'Roi Glover, Dallas;
Shaun Rogers, Detroit; Kevin Williams, Min*

ds linebackers — Keith Brooking,
Atlanta; Derrick Brooks, Tampa Bay;
cus Washington, Washington.
Morgan,Caroli-
na, Jerem\ah Trotter, Phuaae\p
rnerbacks —

onde Bark mpa
Eaf/ re By, betrolts Lito Sheppard, s

s«mng safety — Michael Lewis, Philadel-
phia.

Free Brian Dawkins, Philadel-
phia; Roy Wi na-gs Dallas

peci
punter — Witch Berger: New Orle
Placekicker ~ David Akers, Piladelphia.
Kick-return specialist — Eddie Drum-

hSuec I teamer — lke Reese, Philadel-
phia.

lor, Mike Singletary and Reggie
White — who have won a Super
Bowl, Defensive Player of the
Year and eight straight trips to
Hawaii.

“You take it in stride,” Brooks
said. “We're in a different posi-
tion. You always want to be hum-
ble by the selection, don’t want it
to take away from the goal at
hand. ... I'm still at the top of my
game. I appreciate the league rec-
ognizes that.”

Two consistent Pro Bowlers, Vi-
kings wideout Randy Moss and
Bears linebacker Brian Urlacher,
did not make it, mostly because of
injuries. Also absent were such
frequent Pro Bowl choices as
Green Bay QB Brett Favre, St.
Louis RB Marshall Faulk, Phila-
delphia DE Jevon Kearse and
Oakland CB Charles Woodson.

Curtis Martin, the league’s lead-
ing rusher with 1,511 yards, was
one of three Jets chosen, joining

defensive end John Abraham and
center Kevin Mawae. Martin is
having one of the best seasons of
a 10-year career in which he has
rushed for at least 1,000 yards
each time.

“It feels good to do it in your
10th year, especially at the posi-
tion like running back,” he said.
“There are so many other good
talented running backs in the
NFL, some of whom I feel have
much more talent than I do. To be
chosen over some of them, it feels

00d.”

“The other AFC running back
was San Diego’s LaDainian Tom-
linson.

The other NFC runners were
Shaun Alexander of Seattle and
Ahman Green of Green Bay.

Joining McNabb as NFC quar-
terbacks were Michael Vick of At-
lanta and Daunte Culpepper of
Minnesota.

Tennessee, Cleveland and San
Francisco had no players selected.

Dolphins offer LSU’s Saban head coaching job

The Associated Press

DAVIE, Fla. — Nick Saban took over
LSU’s struggling football program ﬁve

NFL injury update

Injuries to_prominent NFL players, followed by
b P Gl G

years ago and delwered a
team.

The Miami Dolphins
hope he’ll do the same
for them.

Miami  offered its
coaching job Wednesday

to Saban, the favorite for the position since
Dave Wannstedt resigned last month.
Saban told LSU athletic director Skip Bert-
man he might need until Friday to decide
whether to take over one of the NFL's
worst teams.

“T'know he wants to make as quick a deci-
sion as he can,” Bertman said Thursday.
“But there’s no pressure on him to make a
fast one, certainly none from the universi-
ty. So he should think things through.

“The question is: Does he stay here and
continue to build, or does he take on a new
challenge?”

Saban has previously said he'd prefer to
have the situation resolved by Christmas
Day, when LSU lrdvels to Orlando for its
‘bowl game against Io

A Dolphins source, speakmg on condi-

Benrts B Bron Urncher out for rest of

%a : RB Chrs Pty (hernia) out for rest ofsea-
son; QB Carson Palmer (knee) quiestionable.

tion of anonymity, confirmed that Saban’s
agent, Jimmy Sexton, and team owner
Wayne Huizenga met Wednesday. Huizen-
ga confirmed the offer in a

day’s game against Cleveland, declined to
discuss the situation Thursday.

“When I started this job, the main focus
was to prepare this team to win games, to
improve this team, to give them a positive
note going out in a tough year with every-
thing that has taken place,” Bates said.
“That is still my objective.”

Bates is 2-3 since taking over as interim
coach.

Seahawks WR Robinson returns
after fe i

statement.

Sexton did not return phone calls to his
office or cell phone.

The answering machine at Saban’s home
in Baton Rouge, La., was full.

Saban has been courted as a NFL coach
for nearly a decade. He was approached
previously by at least five teams, including
a year ago by Atlanta and Chicago, but
turned down every offer.

He was the first of three candidates the
Dolphins interviewed.

Former Oakland Raiders coach Art Shell
interviewed Monday, and interim Miami
coach Jim Bates met with Huizenga on
Tuesday.

Bates, preparing the Dolphins for Sun-

KIRKLAND, Wash. — Koren Robinson
said all the right things Wednesday, insist-
ing he has learned his lesson.

“It was a learning experience,” the Seat-
tle Seahawks receiver said after returning
from a four-game suspension for violating
the NFL'’s substance-abuse rules. “Don’t
put yourself in certain situations or stuff
like that can happen.”

Coach Mike Holmgren was vague about
what role Robinson will play Sunday when
Arizona (5-9) visits Seattle in a game that is
key to the postseason prospects for both
teams. The Seahawks (7-7) can secure a
playoff spot with a victory.

“I haven't really decided, to be honest

with you,” Holmgren said, adding that Rob-
inson probably will split time with Jerry
Rice. “Hopefully, we can keep them both
fresh that way. We need both of them to
make plays.”

Dallas sticking with Testaverde at QB

IRVING, Texas — Bill Parcells still
thinks Vinny Testaverde gives the Dallas
Cowboys the best chance to win, so he’s
keeping the 41-year-old quarterback as his
starter.

But Parcells might not stick with
Testaverde throughout Sunday’s game
against the Washington Redskins.

Parcells said Wednesday he’s told Tony
Romo to be ready to take the first snaps of
his two-year NFL career. Parcells is giving
Romo “quite a bit of additional work” with
the first team in practice this week.

“I'm preparing two guys to play,”
cells said.

Left out of the equation is highly touted
rookie Drew Henson, who was dropped to
third-string last week and will spend this
week working with the scout team. Par-
cells said Henson might play the finale
against the New York Giants.

Par-
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Dodgers,
Drew OK
five-year
contract

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — J.D. Drew is set
to join the Los Angeles Dodgers,
while Arizona plans to put aside
Randy Johnson trade talks until
after Christmas.

Drew and the Dodgers have
reached a preliminary agreement
on a $55 million, five-year con-
tract that probably will be final-
ized Thursday.

Drew’s contract, first reported
Wednesday by The Record of

Two players eligible for salary

.J., was

on him passing a physical exam.
e will receive
a $2  million
CEECUELN signing  bonus
and a $9 million
salary next sea-
son, then earn
$11 million an-

nually in the final four years.

A day after meeting with New
York Yankees owner George
Steinbrenner in Tampa, Fla., cen-
ter fielder Carlos Beltran got to-
gether Wednesday in Kissimmee,
Fla., with the Houston Astros, the
team he helped get within one vic-
tory of the World Series.

As teams and agents worked to
get deals in place before the holi-
days, pitcher Orlando Hernandez
agreed Wednesday to an $8 mil-
lion, two-year contract with the
Chicago White Sox.

In two other preliminary agree-
‘ments, outfielder Moises Alou got
a two-year deal with San Fran-
cisco worth about $13.25 million
and right-hander Wade Miller,
cut by Houston on Monday, re-
ceived a $1.5 million, one-year
contract from the Boston Red
Sox.

The Yankees, who want to add
Johnson to their All-Star-filled
clubhouse, meanwhile finalized
their $39.95 million, four-year
contract with right-hander Carl
Pavano. The World Series cham-
pion Red Sox completed their
$25.5 million, three-year deal
with right-hander Matt Clement.

Florida, which had wanted to
re-sign Pavano, reached a prelimi-
nary agreement on a $750,000,
one-year contract with right-hand-
er reliever John Reidling, who
was let go by Cincinnati on Mon-
day.

In other free-agent news:

W St. Louis added left-hander
Mike Myers (600,000) and kept
outfielder So Taguchi ($550,000).

W San Diego got outfielder
Mark Sweeney ($575,000).

W Cleveland agreed to minor
league deals with right-hander
Jason Bere and left-hander Billy
Traber.

W Tampa Bay settle on a
one-year contract with former
Cleveland first baseman/designat-
ed hitter Josh Phelps.

roundup

greed to one-year
contracts: Expos catcher Brian
Schneider ($2 million) and San
Diego outfielder Dave Roberts
($1.35 million), who was acquired
from Boston this week.

Arizona, whose trade with the
Dodgers and Yankees came apart
Tuesday, said it isn’t looking for a
new partner to create a
three-team deal that would send
Johnson to the Yankees. Manag-
ing partner Ken Kendrick said
the Diamondbacks may keep the
Big Unit for 2005.

“We're all in a holiday mode
starting today, basically,” Ken-
drick said. “You never know what
to expect in the baseball world,
but I think right now our focus is
to get to our families and let every-
body have a little down time.”

The Yankees were livid over
the Dodgers’ decision to scuttle
the deal, insisting that Los Ange-
les had said late Monday and
early Tuesday it was going ahead
with the trade, which would have
sent pitcher Javier Vazquez from
New York to the Dodgers and out-
fielder Shawn Green from Los An-
geles to the Diamondbacks.

“After everything seemed to be
agreed upon by midnight Mon-
day, the only way it could work is
if you have physicals taken by a
certain time Wednesday,” Yan-
kees general manager Brian Cash-
man said. “And that was not feasi-
ble — the time of year we're at,
Christmas week, people out of the
country.”

Beltran and his agent, Scott
Boras, spoke with Astros owner
Drayton McLane, team president
Tal Smith and general manager
Tim Purpura at the team’s spring
training camp.

“This is a very good step,” Pur-
pura said. “This is a continuation
of what we all knew from the be-
ginning was going to be a long pro-
cess.”

If Houston doesn’t reach an
agreement with Beltran by Jan. 8,
the Astros would be ineligible to
re-sign him until May 1. That
makes the next two weeks criti-
cal.

“I think we’re at a point with
this negotiation where we have en-
tertained offers from everyone,”
Boras said. “We’re moving at a
much more rapid pace.”

Kunsan splits in Osan finals

Anderson
outlasts men;
Women top
Humphries

BY DAVE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

OSAN AIR BASE, South Korea
— High-scoring guards shined on
Thursday, and in so doing led
their respective teams to come-
back wins in the 2004 Osan Paci-
ficwide Open Holiday Basketball

Tournament’s  championship
games.
Cliff Claybrooks hit five

three-pointers and scored 34
points, including the go-ahead
basket with 2:30 left, as Guam’s
Andersen Bombers rallied from
an 11-point second half deficit
and beat Korea’s Kunsan Wolf
Pack 86-82 in the men’s final.

Meanwhile, speed outdueled
size, as diminutive MVP Amoni
Sutice poured in 26 points and the
Wolf Pack women came from
seven points down in the first half
and outran Korea’s Camp Hum-
phreys Bulldogs to a 76-66 title tri-
umph.

Andersen’s championship
came 15 years after Claybrooks’
last appearance on a Pacific title
stage — he played for the 1990
Far East High School Class AA
Tournament champion Wagner
Falcons of the Philippines.

"Not bad for an ex-Far East
champion,” he said with a smile.

Of his hot shooting, Claybrooks
said, “We needed it. The first cou-
ple went in and I was on a roll
after that. My teammates gave
me the ball at the right time in the
right place.”

Claybrooks was joined by back-
court mate Michael Walters with
20 points, including four
three-point goals.

None of it would have come
about were it not for a variety of
pressure defenses that coach Ger-
rard Barnes used in a successful
effort to turn things around and
weary a Kunsan squad that need-
ed a 98-94 overtime win earlier
Thursday over host Osan just to
reach the final.

“I told the guys, ‘Lets just
weather the storm, because [the
Wolf Pack] were coming off an
emotional high with their win ear-
lier in the day,” Barnes said.

“I said that if we could get
them late in the game, we could
use the press to force turnovers.
We used a 2-1-2, 2-2-1 and a
1-2-1-1, so it would confuse them.
The fatigue factor set in. They
went one-on-one and made more
mistakes than they should have.”

There were 17 lead changes
and seven ties.

After Claybrooks gave Anders-
en the lead for good, the Bombers
still had to fight to hold the edge.
Jacoby McLaurin, who led the
Wolf Pack with 24 points, got Kun-
san back within 83-82 with a

DAVE ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes

Clifford Claybrooks (2) of Guam’s Andersen Bombers goes to the hoop
against James Byers (25) of Korea’s Kunsan Wolf Pack. Claybrooks
scored 34 points as Andersen edged Kunsan 86-82 for the Osan title.

three-point goal, then the Wolf
Pack missed four close-in shots in
the final seconds.

For the first 25 minutes of the
women’s final, the Bulldogs’ size
dictated play. Outsized on the
boards, particularly by center
Yolanda Jackson, who had 15 re-
bounds, the Bulldogs built a 31-24
lead 3:40 before halftime. Kunsan
rallied briefly, but Humphreys
ran it back up to 41-34 with 15
minutes left.

Then Kunsan’s speed and
quickness took over, and the Wolf
Pack outscored the Bulldogs by
17 the rest of the way.

“Speed is always going to out-
score height,” Sutice said, adding
that she had no doubt the Wolf
Pack could come back. “T always
have confidence in my team.”

Coach Tre Fields shared that
confidence, and credited the

diti
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* Women's double-simination playofts

 Camp Hum reysls. san
Haltt & Cam Dohrgys 21,

to his team”
ing.

“I never really thought we
would lose,” he said. “We always
play better under pressure. In my
mind, we weren’t losing; we were
behind.”

Bulldogs coach  Douglass
Clarks said he had a feeling that a
seven-point lead wasn't good
enough.

“They [Wolf Pack] knew they
were quicker than us,” Clarks
said. “Being big isn’t the key to
victory. Its a big advantage, but
it’s not always the the biggest ad-
vantage.”

Kunsan’s QiQi Dixon knotted it
46-46 with 12:05 left. Three lead
changes later, Hill grabbed a re-
bound on the left baseline for a
lay-in that made it 52-51 with 9:35
left, and the Wolf Pack led by 11
down the stretch.
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lllinois gets to brag,
but it’s no cakewalk

The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Illinois had nothing but easy
victories so far this season. The top-ranked I1li-
ni even cruised over the likes of Wake Forest
and Gonzaga.

For the first time this season, Illinois was
pushed to the final minute and it was still a vic-
lury, 70-64 over Missouri on Wednesday

s d love to win every game by 20, but that's
hard,” guard Deron Will-
iams said, shorting his team
two points off its average
margin of victory. “We need-
ed to win a game like this.”

Luther Head scored 20
points and Williams had
nine of his 19 over the final 3:19 to help the I1li-
ni (11-0) overcome foul problems, poor shoot-
ing and a second-half surge by the Tigers
(6-5).

Roger Powell Jr. had 14 points for Illinois,
which matched its season-worst shooting per-
centage (42.3) but still won its fifth straight
over Missouri.

Tllinois entered the game leading the coun-
try in shooting at 53 percent and the closest
any opponent had come was Arkansas, which
lost by 12 points. Those were things Illini
coach Bruce Weber didn't think would matter
in the “Braggin’ Rights” game.

“It’s too big of a game, and you add the
extra incentive of us being No. 1,” Weber said.
“They raised their level, they battled, they
fought.”

Linas Kleiza had 25 points, one off his ca-
reer best, for Missouri. He was 11-for-13 from
the free-throw line and had seven rebounds
and three assists. He also helped put Illinois’
frontline in foul trouble by bulling inside for
shots.

“Linas was in an attack mode,” Missouri
guard Jimmy McKinney said. “His mind was
set, we told him they couldn’t guard him.
They couldn’t do nothing but foul him.”

The Tigers, down 15 points at halftime, cut
it to five with just under eight minutes left and
to four on Jason Horton’s three-pointer with
14 seconds to go.

Illinois was 11-for-12 at the free-throw line

Men’s
Top 25

roundup

down the stretch, including two by Williams
with 10 seconds left for a 70-64 lead.

No. 7 Syracuse 88, Rice 72: At Syracuse,
N.Y., Gerry McNamara had 19 points, 10 as-
sists and a career-high nine rebounds and
Josh Pace equaled his career high with 22
points for the Orange (11-1).

Michael Harris had 25 points and eight re-
bounds for the Owls (5-3), who lost at No. 11
Connecticut on Sunday.

No. 8 Kentucky 92, William & Mary 47: At
Lexington, Ky., Chuck Hayes scored 18 points
and Kelenna Azubuike added 17 for the Wild-
cats (8-1), who won their fourth straight.

Reid Markham and Taylor Mokris each had
seven points for the visiting Tribe, who shot
37.2 percent and finished with a season-high
32 turnovers.

No. 9 Georgia Tech 90, Charleston South-
e 48: At Atlanta, Isma'il Muhammad
scored 16 points and Luke Schenscher added
14 as the Yellow Jackets (8-1) bounced back
from their first loss of the season.

Kurtis Rice had 12 points for the Bucca-
neers (1-6).

No. 11 Connecticut 87, Cent. Connecticut
59: At Hartford, Conn., Marcus Williams had
aschool-record 16 assists and Josh Boone and
Charlie Villanueva each scored 20 points for
the Huskies (6-

eMario Anderson had 23 points for the
Blue Devils (2-5).

No. 12 Washington 114, Sacred Heart 53:
At Seattle, Jamaal Wllllam% scored 22 points
tolead a school record eight players in double
figures for the Huskies (9-1), who won their
fifth straight.

Freshman Luke Granato had 15 points —
all on three-pointers — for the Pioneers (1-7),
who dropped their sixth straight.

No. 15 Texas 97, Centenary 52: At Austin,
Texas, Kenny Taylor scored 23 points and the
Longhorns (8-2) dominated with defense in
the opener of a five-game holiday

Missouri’s Marshall Brown has his shot
blocked by lllinois’ Brian Randle during the
first half Wednesday night. lllinois won 70-64.

Cardinals (8-2) in the championship game of
their Billy Minardi Classic.

Dean, who had 20 points in the open-
mg-round victory over IUPUI, was selected
the tournament’s outstanding player.

Maurice Hampton and William Durden
each scored eight points for the Governors
@-7).

No. 19 Alabama 76, Texas A&M-Corpus
Christi 54: At Tuscaloosa, Ala., Kennedy Win-
ston had 24 points and 12 rebounds for Ala-
bama (10-1), which closed the game with a
24-4 run. Aaron White led the Islanders (7-2)
with 13 points.

No. 21 Mlss ippi St. 95, Jacksonville St.
53: At Jackson, Miss., Lawrence Roberts had
22 points and 20 rebounds for the Bulldogs
(11-2). Brandon Roberts had 15 points for the
Gamecocks (4-7).

Kevin Taylor had 14 points for the Gents
(2-7), who trailed 42-12 at halftime.

No. 18 Louisville 77, Austin Peay 49:
Taquan Dean scored 16 points and Ellis
Myles had 12 points and 12 rebounds for the

No. 22 Cincinnati 84, La Salle 63: At Cin-
cinnati, James White and Eric Hicks each had
15 points for the Bearcats (9-0), who played in
front of a home crowd held to about 2,000 by a
snowstorm. Steven Smith had 35 points for
the Explorers (1-7).

Wakes emerges from ‘“The Pit’ with a win

BY PETE HERRERA
The Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE, NM. —
Wake Forest coach Skip Prosser
has been critical of the Demon
Deacons at times this season, say-
ing they didn’t play to their poten-
tial and let teams with consider-
ably less talent stay in games.

There were no such complaints
from Prosser on Wednesday
night after No. S Wake Forest dis-
played poise and scoring punch
in an 81-64 victory over New Mex-
ico before a raucous sellout
crowd of 18,018 in The Pit.

Led by its backcourt trio of
Chris Paul, Justin Gray and
Taron Downey, some tenacious
rebounding and a defense that ha-
rassed New Mexico into its worst

shooting night of the season,
‘Wake Forest (10-1) pulled away
in the second half.

There were no signs this time
of the team that struggled to put
away Elon seven days earlier or
the one that survived a scare at
Temple on Dec 13 before pulling
out a 67-64 vic

“We guarded very, very well,”
Prosser said. “This is a team
that’s averaging in the mid-80s
and to hold them to 33 percent
and 19 percent from the three,
and to beat them by 13 on the
glass, is the reflection of a good ef-
fort by our kids.”

Paul scored 15 of his 23 points
in the second half and Gray
scored 17, 11 coming over a
4Y>-minute stretch after he shook

off a hard fall and returned to the
court with the Demon Deacons
leading 48-45.

“It got me going a little bit,”
Gray said of the hit he took.
“There was a lot of pushing
around, so when I got bumped up
a little bit, it told me to take my
game to another level and to play
with higher intensity.”

Danny Granger had 24 points
and nine rebounds for the Lobos
10-2).

Gray and Paul, who combined
for nine of Wake Forest's 10
three-pointers, carried the of-
fense every time New Mexico
made a run in the second half.
Downey finished with 16 points,
doing most of his damage with 12
in the first half.

“We talked to our three guards

and said this game should never
get away from us,” Prosser said.
“They made a couple of runs and
the place was ready to get loud,
hut Icredit the poise of my play-

“New Mexico twice got within a
point early in the second half, but
aside from Granger had trouble
scoring inside even after 6-foot-9,
291-pound Wake Forest center
Eric Williams sat out the final 17
minutes with four fouls.

“T actually think it helped them
because when Williams is in the
game, their whole focus is to get
the ball inside,” New Mexico
coach Ritchie McKay said. “With
one less scorer out there, Paul
and Gray had a green light.”

‘Williams scored just six points,
the first time this season he failed
to reach double figures.

Jayhawks
struggle
as Simien
1S missed

BY STEVE BRISENDINE
The Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — A
nine-day Christmas break will
give Kansas some much-needed
rest. It won’t bring back the Jay-
hawks' star power forward,
though.

Second-ranked Kansas will
have to play two key nonconfer-
ence games and a chunk of its Big
12 Conference season without
Wayne Simien, beginning on New
Year’s Day when Georgia Tech
visits Allen Fieldhouse.

“It is always going to be in the
back of our minds,” freshman
guard Russell Robinson said after
Kansas beat Wisconsin-Milwau-
kee 73-62 Wednesday night in its
first game since Simien had sur-
gery on his left thumb. “We still
need to play with confidence,
even without Wayne.”

Simien, injured Saturday in a
64-60 victory over South Caroli-
na, is expected to be out 4-6
weeks. His absence was obvious
in the Jayhawks’ first game with-
out him, as his replacement —
freshman Darnell Jackson — got
in foul trouble early and didn’t
score or get a rebound.

“I don’t think it went great, but
I don’t think it went terrible ei-
ther,” coach Bill Self said.

There were bright spots for the
Jayhawks (8-0), whose game
against Georgia Tech will be fol-
lowed in short order by the confer-
ence opener and a trip to Ken-
tucky.

Much of the slack was taken up
by two of Simien’s senior class-
mates.

Keith Langford scored 21
points and Aaron Miles had nine
assists to become the Big 12’s ca-
reer leader in that category.

Still, Langford said, “I feel good
because we won — but if we con-
tinue to play that way, we will
lose Jan. 1.”

Miles has 800 assists; Oklaho-
ma State’s Doug Gottlieb had 793
from 1998 to 2000.

Miles, who also had eight re-
bounds, is five shy of Jacque
Vaughn’s school record set from
1994 to 1997, before the Big 12
was formed.

“He’d better have that in the
first half against Georgia Tech,”
Self said.

Freshman Alex Galindo had a
solid game at forward, finishing
with 14 points, and Robinson
added 12 points.

“I feel good in my new role,”
said Galindo, who played a sea-
son-high 17 minutes. “I will need
to work on playing against bigger
and stronger guys. It's going to be
hard work from now on, but I
liked it.”
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Image: Youth, wealth blamed for woes

IMAGE, FROM BACK PAGE

Many of the youngsters coming
into the league lack fundamen-
tals, making their first few years
an on-the-job training program.
Some never learned the life les-
sons necessary for the adult
world, either, put on pedestals at
increasingly young ages.

Couple that with the huge sala-
ries players get these days and
there can be problems. Teenag-
ers who had to ask their parents
for spending money only a year
or two ago are suddenly million-
aires carrying $100 bills for pock-
et change. Tricked-out SUVs are
a given, and some players sport
more bling than Jennifer Lopez.

“I really do think that the per-
ception from the fans is that play-
ers are selfish, that the only thing
that matters is the money — be-
cause the money has gotten so big
— and the players don’t really re-
spect or care about the fans,” said
Chicago Bulls general manager
John Paxson, who won three
NBA titles as a player.

“I don’t think that’s necessarily
the reality, but as they say, per-
ception is reality.”

The personal antics don’t help.
Kobe Bryant no longer faces crim-
inal charges, but he’s 1 being
sued by a woman who claims he
raped her. Police had to use a
stun gun on Michael Olowokandi
last month to get him to leave an
Indianapolis bar.

Carmelo Anthony has been in a
bar fight, charged briefly with
drug possession after a friend’s
‘marijuana was found in his back-
pack and seen on a homemade
DVD with a man who warns that
people who tip police about drug
deals “get a hole in their head” —
and that’s just since September.

Latrell Sprewell said “T've got
my family to feed” when he de-
manded the Minnesota Timber-
wolves extend the contract that
pays him $14.6 million this year,
then got suspended for yelling a
sexual vulgarity at a female fan.
A week after signing a six-year,
$84 million contract extension

A week after signing a six-year,
$84 million extension with Port-
land, Zach Randolph had to pay
his own way to Toronto after
missing a team flight when he
overslept.

with Portland, Zach Randolph
had to find his own way to a game
in Toronto because his alarm
clock didn’t go off and he missed
the team flight.

And, of course, there’s the
brawl. Ron Artest, last year’s de-
fensive player of the year, has
been suspended for the rest of the
season after charging into the
stands in Detroit and punching a
fan he thought had thrown a drink
at him, and eight other players got
suspensions ranging from eight to
30 games. Five Indiana Pacers
are facing charges, and the civil
lawsuits are already starting.

“Any professional sport has a
problem to some degree when an
incident like this takes place,”
San Antonio Spurs coach Gregg
Popovich said. “The salaries that
professional athletes make can be
a problem if players aren’t aware
of what that responsibility might
be, what comes along with that

Chrysler 300C

contract. Some players under-
stand it, some teams understand
it, some don't.

“But to make a broad stroke,
“The NBA or this sport or those
players have a problem,” I think,
is dangerous.”

Even if fans are grumbling,
they haven’t turned their backs
on the NBA. Ratings for Game 5
of the NBA Finals was the sec-
ond-highest since 1998, and the
entire series drew its highest rat-
ings in three years.

According to Forbes magazine’s
annual valuation of the league, the
average franchise is now worth
$302 million, a 14 percent in-
crease from the previous year.
Forbes also said teams made an av-
erage of $4.4 million on licensing
in 2003, up 20 percent.

“There probably are still some
people holding out, saying, ‘T re-
member sports when people
played for the glory of sport
alone.”

But most people are sophisticat-
ed to understand why it’s the busi-
ness that it is,” said Ken Shrop-
shire, a professor at the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania’s Wharton
School who specializes in sports
business.

There is still plenty about the
league that’s good, too. No other
pro sport is as accessible, with
fans seated right at courtside and
no hats or helmets to obscure
players’ faces. LeBron James has
more than lived up to his consider-
able hype — on and off the court.

And on the same day the Pis-
tons and Pacers were fighting
with fans, New Jersey’s Richard
Jefferson offered to replace a
S-year-old girl’s wheelchair after
he learned it had been destroyed
during a school field trip.

“You just can’t condemn the
other guys. You can't say, ‘Hey,
you knucklehead, I don’t want to

deal with you,’ ” Davis said. “You
have to pull them aside and say,
“There were guys before you who
worked real hard so you can be in
the position you're in today. Don’t
let them down by making bad de-
cisions, whether it's on the court
or off the court.””

But one of those guys who
paved the way for the NBA’s phe-
nomenal success in the last two
decades has no doubt the kids
will be all right.

It’s not easy making the jump
from high school to the pros, ei-
ther on the court or off, Pacers
president ird said. Give
the young players some time, and
they’ll figure it out, Bird said.

“T've got a good feeling that the
league, in a couple of years, is
going to be a lot better than it is
today,” he said. “Some of the
young players, they’re only going
to get better. They're great play-
ers now, but they'll figure it out
and get better.”
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James’ strong game spoiled by late mistakes

The Associated Press

The box score showed LeBron
James with 23 points, nine re-
bounds and nine assists. What it
didn’t show were the litany of mis-
takes he made in the final 2 min-
utes — the last of which helped
cost the Cleveland Cavaliers a

game.

Richard Jefferson capped the
highest scoring night of his ca-
reer by using a pick to free him-
self from James before hitting an
alley-oop layup off an inbounds
pass with 0.8 seconds left, giving
the New Jersey Nets a 92-90
home victory Wednesday night.

It was a frustrating finish for
the Cavs, and especially for
James.

The second-year star's mis-
takes included committing two
traveling violations, drawing a
technical foul, missing a foul shot
and a field-goal attempt, and not
sticking with Jefferson on the cru-
cial inbounds play.

“I’s disappointing because we
fought so hard to get back in this
game,” James said. “I don’t want
to take anything away from them,
because they played well, but this
was another one we let slip
away.”

Jefferson had 42 points and
shot 12-for-20 from the field and

16-for-17 from the line for the
Nets, who also got a career-high
22 points from Rodney Buford.
Vince Carter, acquired last week
from Toronto, was sidelined by a
sore Achilles’ tendon. He expects
to make his Nets debut Monday
night against Detroit.

James was livid that referee
Marc Davis whistled him for two
traveling violations and a techni-
cal foul.

“Those are great moves, I don’t
care what anybody says. I've
been doing those moves since I've
been playing basketball. I
thought they gave you an extra
step in the NBA, even though I
didn’t take one,” James said.

James had a dunk and then
made one of two free throws to tie
it at 90 with 43.6 seconds left. A
missed jumper by Buford led to a
jump ball with 17.5 seconds left,
and the Cavs controlled it.

James missed a 10-foot runner,
and New Jersey rebounded and
called timeout with 1.5 seconds re-
maining to set up an inbounds
play on which Jefferson lined up
near the free throw line. Jason
Kidd set a pick on James, and Jeff
Mclnnis failed to pick up Jeffer-
son when James didn’t fight
through the screen.

Cleveland had a final chance,

'

Roundup

but Lucious Harris’ three-point at-
tempt was long.

76ers 102, Pacers 90: At In-

dianapolis, Allen Iverson scored
40 points, ending his streak of
50-point games at two, and Phila-
delphia rallied with a closing 19-2
surge.
Tverson was looking to become
just the third player in NBA histo-
1y to score 50 or more points in
three straight games.

SuperSonics 98, Nuggets 8.
At Seattle, Rashard Lewis scored
21 points, Ray Allen added 20
points and Vladimir Radmanovic
had 19 to help the SuperSonics im-
prove to 19-

Andre Miller led the Nuggets

with 20 points. Denver played
without forward Carmelo Antho-
ny, who missed his third straight
game after spraining his left
ankle.

Raptors 98, Jazz 86: At Toron-
to, Donyell Marshall scored 12 of
his 22 points in the fourth quar-

and Chris Bosh added 18
polms for Toronl
arlos Boozer had 29 points
and 10 rebuunds for Utah.

Celtics 114, Knicks 109: At
Boston, Mark Blount scored 22
points, Paul Pierce added 21, and
Kendrick Perkins had a ca-
reer-high 13 rebounds for the
Celtics.

Nazr Mohammed had 22 points
and 18 rebounds, and Jamal
Crawford scored 25 for New
York, which blew a 14-point
first-quarter lead.

Magic 93, Spurs 87: At Orlan-
do, Fla., Steve Francis scored 29
points to help Orlando snap a
seven-game losing streak against
the Spurs.

Tony Battie had 11 rebounds,
and his defense on Tim Duncan
kept the two-time MVP from
being a factor down the stretch.
Duncan led the Spurs with 24
points, but didn’t score after a
free throw with 5:58 remaining.

Hawks 113, Mavericks 100:
At Atlanta, Antoine Walker
scored 25 points, and the Hawks
snapped a five-game losing
streak. Al Harrington added 17
for Atlanta.

Bulls 89, Pistons 82: At Au-
burn Hills, Mich., Ben Gordon
scored 19 points, and fellow re-
serve Tyson Chandler had 13
points and 11 rebounds as Chica-
2o won its fifth straight game.

The Bulls hadn’t won five in a
row since Mlchael Jordan led
them on a 14-ga uring
the 1997-98 champlonshlp sea-
son.

Bobcats 90, Rockets 87:
Emeka Okafor had 21 points and
11 rebounds, and Jason Kapono
added 16 to lead the expansmn
Bobcats to their first road win.

Okafor had his 14th consecu-
tive double-double, tying Shaqui-
lle O’Neal for the second-longest
streak by a rookie in NBA history.

Lakers 101, Hornets 89: At
Los Angeles, Chucky Atkins
scored a season-high 30 points,
Chris Mihm had 21 rebounds to
match the highest total in an NBA
game this season.

Kobe Bryant had his second
straight off-shooting night, but
scored 17 of his 29 points in the
fourth quarter for the Lakers.

Warriors 109, Grizzlies 99: At
Oakland, Calif., Jason Richardson
scored 24 points, and Troy Mur-
phy had 19 points and 13 re-
bounds to help the Warriors snap
their four-game losing streak.

Trail Blazers 104, Bucks 9!
At Milwaukee, Nick Van Exel had
season highs with 26 points and
six three-pointers, and Zach Ran-
dolph added 22 points for Port-
land.
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Dolphins offer coaching job
to LSU’s Saban; Pitt hires
Wannstedt, Pages 41, 43

From courtside bravvs to courtroom battles,
NBA’s image needs a boost after ugly 2004

BY NANCY ARMOUR
s
east the “Bad Boys” kept
shenanigans on the court
when they were wreaking havoc
in the NB,

Nowadays there are enough
mug shots out there to spawn a
new trading card industry. Play-
ers are doing and saying things
that defy common sense, annoy-

fans with their high-priced
whines.

‘Wins seem to rank only slightly
ahead of endorsement opportuni-
ties and monster contracts, and
those “knuckleheads” Karl Mal-
one once dissed haven’t gotten a
clue yet.

Even the Christmas Day
games, once a showcase for the
class of the league, have attitude.
One game is Kobe vs. Shaq, duel-
ing egos that helped bring down
what could have been the NBA’s
next dynasty.

The other is the first meeting of
the Pistons and Pacers since that
Nov. 19 brawl that spilled into the
stands, one of the ugliest fights in
sports history.

What happened to all that love
and goodwill created by Michael,
Magic and Bird?

“People don't realize the things
we do as players can really affect

union.
away their own sense of self. If

AP photos

The NBA's image has taken some hits this year, starting with a sexual

assault trial against Lakers star Kobe Bryant, top. Pe

e had to use a

stun gun on the Timberwolves Michael Olowokandi, ahove, when he
refused to leave an Indianapolis bar last month. The Nuggets’ Carmelo

Anthony, right, was in a bar fi

t, briefly charged with marijuana pos-

session and seen on a homemade DVD where a man warns that people
who snitch on drug dealers get “a hole in their head.”

you want to braid your hair, wear
your jeans hanging off your butt,
do some of those things because
they're you, that’s fine.

“But regardless of what organi-
zation, corporation you work for,
you can’t go out and have run-
with the law, hurt the people that
drive your business,” Davis said.

“You just can’t do some of those
ings”

Like everything else in society,
the NBA goes through cycles.

This latest one seems to be driv-
en, largely, by the influx of young-
er players. The average age in the
league has dropped by almost a
year, down from 27.82 in 1998 to

27.028 this year.

More and more kids are jump-
ing straight from high school to
the pros — a record eight were
taken in last summer’s draft, all
in the first round — and those
who do go to college rarely stay
all four years.

SEE IMAGE ON PAGE 46

No. 1 lllinois
hangs on to beat
Missouri, win
‘Braggin’ Right

Page 45

Nine Eagles,
six Steelers
headed to Hawaii
for Pro Bowl
Page 43

Drew, Dodgers
reach five-year,
5 million
agreement
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